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EMAIL: FOIA.resource@nrc.gov 

NRC Freedom of Information Act and Privacy Act (FOIA/PA) Officer 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Mail Stop T-5 F09 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 

Subject: 	 Freedom of Information Act Request for all Records Related to the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission's Common Prioritization of Rulemaking 

Dear FOIA/PA Officer: 

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.c. 552, the Nuclear Energy Institute, Inc. (NEI),l 
on behalf of the nuclear energy industry, hereby requests copies of all records related to the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission's (NRC's) "common prioritization of rulemaking/' as referenced in the recent paper 
to the Commission "Implementation of the Cumulative Effects of Regulation Process Changes" (SECY-12
0137 (October 5,2012». In SECY-12-0137 the NRC staff recommended to the Commission that "elements 
of the [common prioritization of rulemaking] CPR should be made public...." This suggests that not all of 
common prioritization of rulemaking would be made public if the Commission approves the staff's 
recommendation. The NRC has referenced the common prioritization of rulemaking in SECY-12-0137 and 
previously in SECY-ll-0032, "Consideration of the Cumulative Effects of Regulation in the Rulemaking 
Process," in which the staff stated that "[t]he staff uses the CPR process as a scheduling and budgeting tool 
for internal NRC resources.... " Little is known by the public regarding these decision-making processes, 
including how rulemakings are prioritized, and what the prioritization is. 

NEI requests that the NRC make publicly available all records that identify the agency's current rulemaking 
prioritization, all records that describe the process through which that prioritization is determined, and any 
other records that relate to identification of or the procedures for the common prioritization of rulemaking. 

1 NEI is the organization responsible for establishing unified nuclear industry policy on matters affecting the 
nuclear energy industry, including the regulatory aspects of generic operational and technical issues. NEI's 
members include all utilities licensed to operate commercial nuclear power plants in the United States, nuclear 
plant designers, major architect/engineering firms, fuel fabrication facilities, materials licensees, and other 
organizations and individuals involved in the nuclear energy industry. 
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Such records could include, but are not limited to, communications (staff papers, memoranda, 
correspondence, etc.) between the NRC staff and the Commission regarding the common prioritization of 
rulemaking, or internal NRC documents describing or containing the decision-making process, criteria, etc. 
associated with the NRC's common prioritization of rulemaking. As the policy organization for the 
commercial nuclear industry, NEI has a strong interest in understanding how and why the agency prioritizes 
its rulemaking activities, and what relationship, if any, there is between prioritization of rulemakings and 
other agency regulatory activities. NEI and its members have been heavily involved in the NRC's ongoing 
efforts to address the cumulative effect of regulation, and believe that any additional information that can 
provide insights into the agency's processes through disclosure of records related to the common 
prioritization of rulemaking will be useful in this regard. 

NEI requests that that the NRC provide an estimate of costs associated with this request to NEI before 
completing the disclosure. 

Please contact me (202-739-8144/jcz@nei.org) if you have any questions or need additional clarification on 
this request. 

Sincerely, 

-

Jason Zorn 
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