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Following the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's (NRC) change to the definition of "byproduct
material," NASA John H. Glenn Research Center (GRC) submitted notice to the NRC in 2008
regarding GRC's possession of a non-operational particle accelerator, hereafter referred to as the
Cyclotron Facility. Per the Commission's rules on decommissioning in 10 CFR 30.36
"Expiration and termination of licenses and decommissioning of sites and separate buildings or
outdoor areas," GRC had also acknowledged the intent to decommission the Cyclotron Facility
and at that time provided a preliminary schedule for submission of a decommissioning plan (D-
plan) and a decommissioning schedule.

Based upon subsequent conversations with NRC Region III staff and further review of NUREG
1757, NASA had, on September 17, 2010, withdrawn its stated obligation to provide the D-plan
and schedule because, at that time, it was not yet clear whether decommissioning under a formal
D-plan would be required. On November 8, 2012, NASA received the results from the
radiological characterization survey performed on its Cyclotron Facility and data in this final
report do confirm the need for a formal D-plan per the requirements of 10 CFR 30.36(g)(1).

The NASA intends to reference the receipt of the final cyclotron characterization report for
timeliness requirements, also known as the Timeliness Rule, of 10 CFR 30.36. As described in
NUREG 1757, "The purpose of the Timeliness Rule is to avoid future problems and reduce
potential risk, to the public and environment, which may result from delayed decommissioning
of inactive facilities and sites." The NASA recognizes the importance of these tenets and
continues to maintain the Cyclotron Facility in a safe, stable, and secure state. This condition
has been witnessed by NRC representatives who have visited the site on no less than two
occasions.
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Pursuant to 10 CFR 30.36(g)(2), NASA hereby requests an extension for the official submission
of the D-plan to 18 months from the date on this letter. The NASA requires this added time in
order to plan and secure advocacy within the Agency's appropriations. The NASA believes that
this delay is not detrimental to the public health and safety and is otherwise in the public interest
as it reviews its needs for optimizing utilization of federal assets.

The NASA would humbly submit that the planning and characterization efforts conducted thus
far demonstrate the Agency's commitment to the decommissioning effort. As a federal entity,
NASA's ability to conduct such activities is largely controlled by congressional authorizations,
which are, in turn, impacted by federal budget realities. As of this date, NASA believes that the
extension requested herein provides a reasonable timeframe to complete our planning and
navigate the federal funding processes.

Should additional information be required, please contact Mr. Christopher J. Blasio, Radiation
Safety Officer, at (216) 433-6520.

Chief, Safety and Health Division


