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October 29, 2012

Mr. John Buckley, NRC Project Manager

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Decommissioning and Uranium Recovery Licensing Directorate
Division of Waste Management and Environmental Protection
Mail Stop T-8F5

Washington, DC 20555

Subject: Transmittal of New Mexico Environment Department additional comments on the
Updated Corrective Action Plan for the Grants Reclamation Project at the Homestake
Mining Company Superfund Site (EPA ID: NMD007860935) in Milan, New Mexico

Dear Mr. Buckley:

The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) has completed review of the draft-final
Corrective Action Plan (CAP) prepared for the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) by the
Homestake Mining Company (HMC) of California dated March 2012. NMED provided
preliminary comments on the CAP to NRC in a transmittal letter dated May 29, 2012. NMED’s
additional comments primarily focus on concerns related to the discharge permits managed by
NMED’s Ground Water Quality Bureau, Mining Environmental Compliance Section.

NMED currently is in the process of renewing and modifying Discharge Permit-200 (DP-200),
which regulates discharges associated with HMC’s operation of its ground water remedial
system components in accordance with New Mexico Water Quality Control Commission
regulations (20.6.2 NMAC); DP-725, which regulates the operation of two existing collection
ponds and three existing evaporation ponds, is not due for renewal until 2015, but may be
combined into DP-200 during this renewal process. Although all of the specific conditions for
renewal and modification of DP-200 have not yet been determined, the permit generally will
specify maximum allowable discharge quantities, in gallons per day, for specific components of
the ground water remediation system. Additionally the permit will specify both the wells, and
the operational mode of those wells (i.e., extraction, injection, or monitoring) within each of the
remedial system components. DP-200 will likely include requirements for reporting and
notification to NMED of changes to the operational mode of specific wells or well series. HMC
will be required to maintain the quality of any injected fluids in compliance with 20.6.2.3103
NMAUC, as well as to demonstrate the ultimate capture of ground water contaminants that are
mobilized through its injection activities. HMC also will be required to report discharged water
quality and quantities on at least an annual basis, coincident with its current reporting to NRC.
NMED may also require HMC to submit interim reporting throughout the year.
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HMC will be permitted to continue land application of contaminated water for a period of no
more than two years following the effective date of the DP-200 renewal; the quality of water
discharged within this component of the remedial system must comply with limits that will be
specified in the permit. Concurrent with this activity, HMC will be required to progress toward
implementation of additional treatment and disposal capacity that can replace the land
application by no later than Spring 2015. Alternatively, pending NMED approval, HMC may
implement alternative treatment technologies to replace or offset requirements for additional
evaporative capacity, subject to NMED approval. NMED will require HMC to continue its
current moisture transport and ground water quality monitoring activities within the land
application areas, and to demonstrate that future ground water quality degradation will not result
from this activity.

Additional permit conditions that are likely to be included within the final modified DP-200
include the following:
e implementation of dedicated up- and down-gradient monitoring wells that are completed
within the upper 20 feet of the San Andres aquifer;
e implementation of a sitewide Data Quality Objectives-based ground water monitoring
system;
e required post-closure demonstration of ground water quality restoration stability over at
least a 2 year period (“ground water compliance demonstration period”), subject to
NMED approval.

Please contact David L. Mayerson of the NMED, Mining Environmental Compliance Section at
(505) 476-3777, if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Lt

Jerry Schoeppner, Chief
Ground Water Quality Bureau
New Mexico Environment Department

Attachment: NMED Additional Comments on Grants Reclamation Project - Homestake Mining
Company Superfund Site, Updated Corrective Action Program (CAP), Draft-Final CAP, dated
March 2012.

Copies: Sairam Appajai, U.S. EPA Region 6, Remedial Project Manager
Phyllis Bustamante, Acting Manager, NMED, Superfund Oversight Section
Angelo Ortelli, Project Manager, NMED, Superfund Oversight Section
David Mayerson, Project Manager, NMED, Mining Environmental Compliance
Section



“UOT)IUTJIPAI SIY) 1O9[JAI 0) PISIAL
9q }snw [-z pue [-] soInd1 "PIYNUSPI Usaq
JAeY 911§ oY) wox Suneurduo sjoedur 1ojem

puno13 yoIyMm Ul SeaIe [[e Sapn[oul ssa001d

[e1pawal o} Suump A1epunoq ssuadl| ay ey}

spuejsispun (THIAIN ‘ONS STy} 10] sa1ouage saxoe ¢80°1 A[erewurxoidde Jo vore

A101e[nSa1 o) Juowe suoissnosip uodn paseq ue s91dndo0 A1epunoq 9susdI| 9IS Y], % %

‘SeaIe 959y} JOJ SISTXO
syoedwr 193em punoid wol-3uof Jsurese
pren3ajes [eroueury 9jenbope jey) amsse

0} ‘DN Aq P[oy ApuaLmnd ST YoM ‘soueInsse

[eroueuly SUnSIXS 9Y) SUIWIRXS-01 0}

1sonba1 [im QHIAN ‘pelueId j0U ST ATepunoq
9SU90I[ 9} JO UOISUIXD SIY} J] "dIyspIemals
FOd [ENIUSAS JopuUn I9jem punoid o}

syoedu oqssod 10§ SULIO)UOW ULIS}-3UO] 0]
op1ao1d 03 I1op1o UI ‘parmooo sey uonesijdde
pUB[ 219U SBAIE O} 9PN]OUI 0} POPUIIXD

aq A1epUNOq 95UIOI] o1} 1Y) Sisanbax

@HIAN ‘T10T ‘9 2unf U0 FUNI9W 30PIWIIO))
SuL199)S 9AINOIXT DINH Y UL PIssnosip sy [eI0USD)

IoMm yons Suneniut

03} Joud [eaordde pue JUSWIWIOD ‘MITAI 10
AFAN 0} ‘uoneneAs SIII0[OUYIS) JUSUNLL]
SATIEUID)[R SE UonS ‘UOIBIO)SAI I9jem punoId
0} PojR[al SOATIRIIUI 1N 10] sue[dyIom
pa[reIep wgns 03 DINH so1mbal AN [eIoUSD)

JUIWWO)) (paje)s $B) JX9 ] /90UdUIS Uuo1IIS aded

€ Jo 1 98eq

Z10T ‘ST 12q0100 :pare[dwio) M1y

'Z10T U2IRl PAIEP “‘dVO [eul-Yeid ‘(dVO) werdold uonoy aAncaLo) payepdn

‘ong punyradng Auedwo)) SUTUIA 93BISOWOH - 103(01J UOTIBWIER[OY SIURID) UO SIUSUNUO)) [BUOIIPPY JHAIN




"d.L’T 9 JO SPIS 1S9M 1) UO SALISS § Y}
POWRU S[[9M JO SOLISS © pUB J 1T oY} JO
SOPIS }SSMYINOS PUB YINOS 9T} UO SOLIOS
€ 9U}) pauwIeu S[[oM JO SILISS & 9pnjoul
"Seare 9591} U1 [onu0d swmjd aAd1yoR s[[om pasodoid asay ], * *"weiSoxd S9OUDIUDS
[I1A S[[oM [BUOT}IPPE 953} MOY JO UOISSNOSIP [onuoo sumid oy juowsjddns oamyp 1 ‘ydeidered il
pa[IeIap a1ow e apraoid pinoys JvO oYL 01 s[[om Suippe SuLIOPISU0D St DAL 7€9 €-9
"uonejusardur
1oy pasodoid are sar3ojouos) asay} Jo
Aue J1 POASIYOR 9q [[1M SPIEPUR)S IS0 9S3Y)
MOT] 33e0IpUL 3S[3 10 AJLIR[O 3sBI[d 'SDOD
JO 198 payiuy] & $$2Ippe AJUO S9130[0un 09}
953U} 18U} 91BIIPUI UOTJBN[BAD JOpUn yI1-S
ApusLnd o1e e} SAIS0[0UY09) JUsUneN) [erouan | y3nonyp
SAnEUIR)E A1) JO suonduosap JoLq Yy, ¥’ 11-S
"90ULISJa1
9} 3091100 9S83[J € "ON IUSWPUIUWY Vv xipuaddy
Aq pajaIap SBM € "ON UOTIPUOY) 1By} 9)eoIpul ul papnjout st ‘OO Yoes I10J pIepue)s
V x1puaddy UIgiim popn[our oI Jey} 9suadI| 9} O} SUILIDIOP 0} PISN poyjow | sousuas ¢ ‘YdeiSered il
[ELISIE]Al 92IN0S SY} JO SUOISIOA OM) AT, | oY) SuIpnioul ‘6¢ "ON UOHIPUO)) 9SUOIT] I't'e 9-C
JudWUO0)) (paje)s se) Jxa I /9oudjuag LT FRETY adeq
g£Jo za3eqd

2102 ‘ST 1290100 :pa1o]dwo) Ma1AY
"T10T Yo2IBA patep ‘dv) [BULI-YeIq ‘(dV)D) weido1d uonoy 9An0aL0)) paepdn
‘aug pungisdng Aueduwioy) SuIuIA o)eISSWO] - 109f01f UOHRWIR[OY SIULID) UO SIUSWIO) [RUONIPPY qHAIN




"passaIppe oq

PNOM S3OUBPIIVXS DD J9JeMm punoId Isyio “ny1Ss U WINTURIN OAOWDI
/01| 3}81pUI 10U $30p AS0[0Uy0a} Justess) | 03 sayoeoxdde uonejuswaydul Jo Ajowrea | sousjues i ‘Yderdered 7
oyeydsoyd nyzs uz Jo uondLIosap Jouq ST, | B Ul pasn 9q pinom jusuness; ayeydsoyd 06 -6
“PIASIYOE ‘Arepunoq 9suadI] DYN Y JO

oIe SpIEpUR)S 9INSUL O} PAJONPUO0d 9q [[IM | opIsno 19jinbe [eianye oy ym dorogns
s1oymbe osoy ur Arjenb 1o1em Jo uuroyuowr | Aoy asneoaq siojinbe o[uy) oMo pue | ddudjuss ] ‘yderdered T
wi9}-8U0] MOV SS2IPPe PINOYS JVD UL |  S[PPUA 2U3 IO S[[oM DO OU dIe 919y ], 'L L-L

JUdWW0D) (pa3e)s SB) JX3 I /20U UIS uoNIIY adeq

€Jo ¢ o3z

2102 ‘ST 19G0R0 :pere[dwio) Ma1Asy

"T10T YoTRIN Pasep ‘dvO [euld-Jeid (dvD) weidord uonoy aanoewo) pajepdn

‘ay1s pungiadng Auedwio)) SUTUIA 2eISOUOF - 109(01 UONEIR[OIY SIUBID UO SJUSUINIO) [EUORIPPY QHAN




