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September 27, 2012

Mr. Andrew Persinko
Division. of waste Management & Environmental Protection
Office of Federal & State Materials & Environmental Management Programs
Mail Stop T-8F5
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
11545 Rockville., Maryland 20852-2738

Ref. Docket No. 40-6622, Source Material License No. SUA-442

Dear Mr. Persinko:

Enclosed please find two copies of an annual radiation safety ALARA audit report
covering year :2011 for the Shirley Basin mill and tailings site as required by
condition 36 of Source Material License No. SUA-442.

Sincerely,

R. Mark Owens

General Manager

Enclosure

Cc: D. B. Spitzberg, USNRC, Region IV
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Shirley Basin Mine, Pathfinder Mines Corp. Annual ALARA Audit Covering 2011

A. Introduction

An annual ALARA audit of the radiation safety program at the Shirley Basin Mine
was conducted July 24, 2012. The audit was conducted in fulfillment of condition
36 of the license. The audit entailed a review of 2011 radiation safety records
and an evaluation of conformance with requirements of the license.

B. Personnel Dose Records

No doses were assigned during 2011. The mill has been decommissioned, and
the tailings area has been reclaimed for a number of years now, eliminating most
sources of personnel exposure at the site. The remaining un-reclaimed portion
of the tailings area consists of approximately 25 acres in the Pond 3 basin
dedicated to the licensed disposal of byproduct waste materials from ISL
licensees. This disposal activity has been ongoing for over fifteen years, and the
historical exposure/dose records for the site have demonstrated very low
exposure potential due to the manner in which the incoming wastes are handled.

There continues to be only one worker on site on a part time basis, working as acontractor. The only other employee, the general manager who also functions as
radiation safety officer (RSO), visits the site periodically. The lack of recent
exposure records is consistent with the requirements of 10 CFR 20.1502 since
individual exposure monitoring is required if the external exposure is greater than
500 mrem, or if the internal exposure is greater than ten percent of the applicable
ALIs from Appendix B to 10 CFR 20. Individual TLD monitoring had indicated
zero external dose for over ten years prior to 2008, and the highest recorded
average individual annual ALl for the previous nine years was 0.7 uCi Rn222 with
daughters, well below the 10 uCi threshold for monitoring. Other previously
monitored radionuclides such as Unat and Ra226 measured zero or near-zero
intake for years prior to 2008.

C. Bioassays

No bioassay samples were taken in 2011. The NRC license does not :require
routine urinalyses, and no measurable intakes were indicated for bioassays done
prior to 2008 for a number of years.

D. Inspections

The NRC conducted an inspection of the site and the radiation safety plus
byproduct waste shipping/disposal records on August 2-3, 2011. In an inspection
report dated October 28, 2011, one Severity Level IV violation was cited: A)
Failure to provide function-specific training to the onsite contractor as required by
US DOT regulations (Subpart H to 49 CFR 172) relating to the signing of bills of
lading for the shipment of empty containers that had contained byproduct waste
material from ISL sites. Corrective action was implemented concerning this issue
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beginning August 9, 2011 prior to receipt of the notice. A response to the cited
violations was submitted on November 22, 2011, and the NRC in a letter dated
December 27, 2011, found the November submittal to be responsive to the
concerns raised in the Notice of Violation. The detailed process taken in
response to the violation is as follows:

1. Corrective steps taken and results achieved:
a. A draft revised Bill-Of-Lading document form was drafted and

provided to the shipper of record, (Uranium One Americas), which
clearly designates Uranium One as the shipper of record.
Pathfinder as an agent to the shipper is documenting that the
container exterior meets the contamination releasable criteria of 49
CFR. Other less critical changes were made in the draft form
included updating the emergency contact information and address
details. Date that this was achieved: August 9, 2011.

b. At the next Bi-monthly safety meeting, the proper revised document
protocol was revisited and the above mentioned revised document
reviewed. Special emphasis was made to ensure clarity of
Pathfinder's responsibility acting as agent for the shipper. Date that
this was achieved: August 26, 2011.

c. The revised Bill-Of-Lading documents were put to use as part of the
receipt of the next shipment of I le.(2) material. Date that this was
achieved: November 8, 2011.

2. Corrective steps that will be taken to avoid further violations:
a. The bi-monthly safety meetings will be a primary source of

continued emphasis on this topic to ensure continued proper
documentation protocols are followed.

b. During the next regular annual SOP review special care will be
taken to make any revisions or modifications required.

E. Radiological Surveys and Sampling Data

Surveys of equipment (primarily ISL waste delivery trucks) prior to release from
the restricted area are well documented with no problems apparent. Typical
surface alpha and gamma levels were at or near background levels. Besides ISL
waste delivery trucks, various items, namely personal vehicles, were also
released with documented surveys demonstrating that residual surface alpha and
gamma levels were well below release limits. The truck drivers routinely
monitored themselves for alpha contamination prior to leaving the property. No
other radiological surveys or sampling were done in 2011, consistent with the site
status.
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F. Equipment Used for Exposure Control

Overall, the radiation safety instrumentation program is in order. A review was
made to determine that all instruments were in appropriate calibration and usable
status. One instrument, an alpha meter used for personnel monitoring required
repair of a cable and connector, (causing a short in the instrument), and is now
back in service. All instruments were calibrated when used, and check sources
were always utilized to confirm instrument function prior to use.

G. Reports on Overexposures

There were no overexposures during 2011.

H. Standard Operating Procedures Review

The records with the SOPs documented the required annual review of all active
SOPs by the RSO.

K. Radiation Work Permits

There were no radiation work permits (RWP) issued during 2011.

L. Recommendations on Ways to Further Reduce Personnel Exposures

" Continue to emphasize good housekeeping and personal hygiene practices
as a means to avoid contamination problems, particularly in conjunction with
ISL waste shipments delivery.

" Continue to conduct bi-monthly safety meetings.
" Insure that the form documenting equipment/ISL waste delivery truck release

surveys is carefully completed, including the notation of calibration due dates
for the instruments used for the surveys. Careful attention to calibration due
dates should be emphasized in light of the discussion under item H above.

* One change implemented during 2011 was the contamination monitoring of
mobile vehicles normally done quarterly is now accomplished each time a
vehicle is used inside the by-product disposal area. This is related to the low
level of activity on the site occasionally without such activity within a calendar
quarter. No contamination has been observed consistent with previous
results.
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M. Concluding Comment

During 2011 radiation doses were likely at background levels with only one part
time contractor on site to handle the ISL waste shipments delivery and disposal.
The radiation safety program at Shirley Basin conforms with the requirements of
the license and is appropriate for the kind and level of activity at the site.

R. Mark Owens
Radiation Safety Officer - Shirley Basin Mine Tailings and Mill Site
General Manager
Pathfinder Mines Corporation
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