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Ms. Cindy K. Bladey 
Chief, Rules, Announcements, and Directives Branch 
Office of Administration  
Mail Stop:  TWB-05-B01M 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
 
Subject:  Request for Extension of the Public Comment Period on Revision 15 of NUREG-1307, 
“Report on Waste Burial Charges: Changes in Decommissioning Waste Disposal Costs at Low-Level 
Waste Burial Facilities” (Docket ID: NRC-2010-0362) 
 
Project Code: 689 
 
Dear Ms. Bladey: 
 
The Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI),1 on behalf of the nuclear energy industry, is writing to request 
an extension of the 30-day public comment period offered on the above-referenced NUREG (77 Fed. 
Reg. 58591; Sept. 21, 2012). We respectfully request that the NRC offer a 90-day comment period 
on the document, ending on December 22, 2012.   
 
NEI appreciates the opportunity to comment on this revision to NUREG-1307. However, the 30-day 
public comment period provided in the Federal Register notice does not allow sufficient time for the 
industry to thoroughly understand and assess the proposed changes, interact with the agency staff 
to obtain necessary clarifications at one (or more) focused public meetings, and provide fully-
supported written comments to inform development of the final NUREG. 
 
We also note that NUREG-1307 is referenced in 10 CFR § 50.75(c)(2), which states that the 
escalation factor for low-level radioactive waste burial “is to be taken from NRC report NUREG-1307, 

                                            
1 NEI is the organization responsible for establishing unified nuclear industry policy on matters affecting the nuclear energy 
industry. NEI’s members include all utilities licensed to operate commercial nuclear power plants in the United States, 
nuclear plant designers, major architect/engineering firms, fuel fabrication facilities, nuclear material licensees, and other 
organizations and individuals involved in the nuclear energy industry. 
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‘Report on Waste Burial Charges.’” Although the industry is still in the process of reviewing the 
proposed changes to NUREG-1307, preliminary analyses indicate that the proposed revision to the 
waste burial escalation factor may be based, in part, on a misinterpretation and misapplication of 
information contained in site-specific decommissioning funding estimates submitted by reactor 
licensees. Such errors could result in the unwarranted imposition of significant additional 
decommissioning funding obligations on reactor licensees. A 30-day public comment period simply 
does not reflect a level of transparency and openness that is commensurate with the magnitude of 
the proposed changes. 
 
A 90-day public comment period will provide a more sufficient time period for industry stakeholders 
to fully evaluate the NRC’s proposed changes, obtain necessary clarification from the agency, and 
offer comprehensive input on the assumptions and bases underlying the proposed revisions. Given 
the complexities involved in estimating decommissioning funding obligations, the significant financial 
impacts associated with the proposed changes, and the need to adequately understand the bases 
and assumptions that support Revision 15, NEI believes that a public comment period of 90 days is 
reasonable and is more consistent with comment periods offered on other significant revisions to 
NRC guidance and proposed rulemakings.  
 
A reasonable comment period will help ensure that any changes to NUREG-1307—and, in turn, the 
amount required to provide adequate decommissioning funding assurance for the nation’s nuclear 
energy fleet—are based on an accurate, well-understood and well-supported assessment of low-
level waste disposal costs.  
 
We would welcome the opportunity to discuss this matter further and appreciate your prompt 
attention to this issue. Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Ralph L. Andersen 
 
c: Mr. R. William Borchardt, EDO, NRC 

Mr. Michael R. Johnson, EDO, NRC 
Ms. Marian L. Zobler, OGC/GCHEA/AGCNRP, NRC 
Mr. Eric J. Leeds, NRR, NRC 
Mr. Ho K. Nieh, Jr., NRR/DIRS, NRC 
Mr. Richard H. Turtil, NRR/DIRS/IFAIB, NRC 
Ms. Jo Anne Simpson, NRR/DIRS/IFAIB, NRC 


