
Small Modular Reactor Activities 
 
Staff Requirements Memorandum (SRM) on “SECY-11-0024 – Use of Risk Insights to Enhance 
the Safety Focus of Small Modular Reactor Reviews,” dated May 11, 2011, requested that the 
staff  provide the Commission with a paper that explores the feasibility (e.g., regulatory 
infrastructure changes, resource requirements, and timing for implementation) of including risk 
information in categorizing structures, systems and components (SSCs) as safety-related and 
non safety-related for the design-specific SMR review plans in both the short and long term.  
The staff was requested to consider stakeholder input, as appropriate.  Additionally, the staff 
was requested to consult with the Office of General Counsel on the Commission paper to 
determine if there are legal obstacles to this approach, namely to determine if this can be done 
without a rule change.  Consequently, a Feasibility Study Team (FST) has been established to 
respond to the SRM.   
 
As requested as part of this exploration, the FST has included a review of previous Commission 
policies on the spectrum of new/advanced reactor policy issues that may have used “safety-
related” or “non-safety related” SSC classification as part of the policy resolution.   
 
The FST also explored its potential application to the overall regulatory framework and not be 
limited to SMRs. 
 
Based on the feasibility review, the FST  prepared SECY 11-0156, Feasibility of Including Risk 
Information in Categorizing Structures, Systems, and Components as Safety-Related or 
Nonsafety-Related dated November 2, 2011, a paper that explored the feasibility of including 
risk information in categorizing SSCs, which was provided to the Commission. The staff 
concluded that in the short term, the best approach is to continue with the current guidance that 
has been used for advanced reactor reviews. The staff also concluded that a new approach 
would not be feasible without significant modifications to the current regulations and associated 
guidance. In the longer term, the staff plans to develop recommendations that will address a 
new risk-informed and performance-based regulatory structure. 
 


