
 

 

 
 
 

October 5, 2012 
 
 
Ralph L. Andersen, Senior Director 
Nuclear Energy Institute 
1776 I Street, NW, Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20006-3708 
 
 
Dear Mr. Andersen,  
 
 
I am responding to your letter dated September 26, 2012, requesting that the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) extend the 30-day public comment period on the Draft  
NUREG-1307, Revision 15, “Report on Waste Burial Charges:  Changes in Decommissioning 
Waste Disposal Costs at Low-Level Waste Burial Facilities.”  Your letter states that a 30-day 
comment period does not reflect a level of transparency and openness that is commensurate 
with the magnitude of the proposed changes.  You also state that the proposed revision to the 
waste burial escalation factor in Draft NUREG-1307, Revision 15, may be based, in part, on a 
misinterpretation and misapplication of information contained in site-specific decommissioning 
funding estimates submitted by reactor licensees, and that such errors could result in 
unwarranted imposition of significant additional decommissioning funding obligations on reactor 
licensees.   
 
The NRC is committed to transparency and openness in carrying out its regulatory activities, 
and encourages stakeholder engagement and participation in the development of regulatory 
guidance.  Regarding NUREG-1307, the NRC informed licensees in November 2010 that it was 
considering adjusting the waste vendor disposal option, which would impact waste-related burial 
factors, upon issuance of NUREG-1307, Revision 14.  For revision 15, the NRC held a 
workshop on March 2, 2011, in Rockville, MD, to actively seek stakeholder input on  power 
reactor decommissioning issues and to obtain comments on the waste vendor disposal option.  
NRC continues to invite comments and insights from the public by making available draft 
NUREG-1307, Revision 15, for comment.  We appreciate the industry’s active engagement and 
participation in this process.   
 
Regarding your request for an extension to the comment period for Draft NUREG 1307, 
Revision 15, NRC agrees that an extension, from 30 to 55 days, to November 15, 2012, will be 
beneficial to the final guidance document.  Such an extension, although shorter than the 90 day 
extension that you requested, will allow adequate time for NRC to review comments, organize a 
public workshop on this topic, and finalize the NUREG for use by licensees before the required 
submission of power reactor decommissioning funding status reports by the March 31, 2013, 
due date.   
 
In your letter, you also state that the proposed revision to the waste burial factor may be based, 
in part, on a misinterpretation and misapplication of information contained in site-specific 
decommissioning funding estimates submitted by reactor licensees.  NRC continues to evaluate 
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factors affecting waste burial costs.  Accordingly, guidance developed by NRC staff would 
greatly benefit from industry information reflecting real waste burial cost data and other such 
information that could assist in evaluating changes to the waste burial factor.  Such information 
would include:  (1) Actual disposal costs including, but not limited to, waste management and 
disposal costs, under proprietary cover, if necessary; (2) Disposal costs specific to disposal 
operations for Rancho Saco and ZionSolutions, under proprietary cover, if necessary, (3) 
Identification of misinterpreted or misapplied data, if any, found in Table A-4 of NUREG-1307, 
Rev.15; and (4) Licensees’ site-specific cost estimates and timing assumptions.  Thank you for 
your consideration of this request. 
 
As previously noted, the NRC supports organizing a workshop to discuss decommissioning cost 
issues including the waste vendor burial option, prior to final publication of NUREG-1307, 
Revision 15, and is considering scheduling such a meeting. 
 
We look forward to receiving your comments.  I want to thank you for sharing your concerns 
about our regulatory guidance development process.  Should you need additional information 
regarding this issue, please do not hesitate to contact me at 301-415-1004 or via email at 
ho.nieh@nrc.gov.  
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
      /RA/ 
 
      Ho Nieh, Director   
      Division of Inspection and Regional Support 
      Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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