Contaminants of Emerging Concern | Contaminants of Emerging Concern | US EPA

mental Protection Agency

Advanced Search

LEARN THE ISSUES = SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY LAWS & REGULATIONS A ABOUT EPA

Water: Contaminants of Emerging Concern

Water Home

Drinking Water
Education & Training
Grants & Funding
Laws & Regulations
Our Waters

Pollution Prevention &
Control

Resources & Performance

Science & Technology

Analytical Methods &
Laboratories

Applications & Databases

Climate Change & Water

Contaminants of Emerging
Concern

Drinking Water
Monitoring & Assessment
Research & Risk
Assessment

Surface Water Standards &
Guidance

Wastewater Technology

Water Infrastructure

What You Can Do

EPA Home | Privacy and Security Notice | Contact Us
Last updated on Tuesday, March 06, 2012

You are here: Water #Science & Technology »Contaminants of Emerging Concern

Contaminants of Emerging Concern

Chemicals are being discovered in water that previously had not been
detected or are being detected at levels that may be significantly different
than expected. These are often generally referred to as “contaminants of
emerging concern” (CECs) because the risk to human health and the
environment associated with their presence, frequency of occurrence, or
source may not be known. EPA is working to improve its understanding of a
number of CECs, particularly pharmaceuticals and personal care products
(PPCPs) and perfluorinated compounds among others.
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