
 
 

December 18, 2012 
 
 
 
The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
Chairman, Committee on Environment 
   and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Madam Chairman: 
 
Enclosed is a copy of a notice of a rulemaking petition submitted to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (the petitioner).  The petitioner 
requests that the NRC rescind its regulations excluding consideration of spent fuel pool storage 
impacts from environmental review of nuclear power plant license renewal applications.  
Specifically, the petitioner asks the NRC to revoke the spent fuel exclusion regulations on a 
“generic basis” because significant new information emerging from the Fukushima nuclear 
power plant accident in Japan shows there could be plant-specific implications. 
 
The NRC has accepted this rulemaking petition for review. 
 
The notice will be published in the Federal Register shortly. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
      /RA/ 
 
 

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director  
Office of Congressional Affairs  

 
Enclosure: 
Federal Register Notice 
 
cc: Senator James M. Inhofe 
 
  



 
 

December 18, 2012 
 
 
 
The Honorable Thomas R. Carper 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Clean Air 
   and Nuclear Safety 
Committee on Environment and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
Enclosed is a copy of a notice of a rulemaking petition submitted to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (the petitioner).  The petitioner 
requests that the NRC rescind its regulations excluding consideration of spent fuel pool storage 
impacts from environmental review of nuclear power plant license renewal applications.  
Specifically, the petitioner asks the NRC to revoke the spent fuel exclusion regulations on a 
“generic basis” because significant new information emerging from the Fukushima nuclear 
power plant accident in Japan shows there could be plant-specific implications. 
 
The NRC has accepted this rulemaking petition for review. 
 
The notice will be published in the Federal Register shortly. 
. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
      /RA/ 
 
 

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director  
Office of Congressional Affairs  

 
Enclosure: 
Federal Register Notice 
 
cc: Senator John Barrasso 
 
  



 
 

December 18, 2012 
 
 
 
The Honorable Fred Upton 
Chairman, Committee on Energy 
   and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
Enclosed is a copy of a notice of a rulemaking petition submitted to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (the petitioner).  The petitioner 
requests that the NRC rescind its regulations excluding consideration of spent fuel pool storage 
impacts from environmental review of nuclear power plant license renewal applications.  
Specifically, the petitioner asks the NRC to revoke the spent fuel exclusion regulations on a 
“generic basis” because significant new information emerging from the Fukushima nuclear 
power plant accident in Japan shows there could be plant-specific implications. 
 
The NRC has accepted this rulemaking petition for review. 
 
The notice will be published in the Federal Register shortly. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
      /RA/ 
 
 

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director  
Office of Congressional Affairs  

 
Enclosure: 
Federal Register Notice 
 
cc: Representative Henry A. Waxman 
 
 
  



 
 

December 18, 2012 
 
 
 
The Honorable Ed Whitfield 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy 
   and Power 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
Enclosed is a copy of a notice of a rulemaking petition submitted to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (the petitioner).  The petitioner 
requests that the NRC rescind its regulations excluding consideration of spent fuel pool storage 
impacts from environmental review of nuclear power plant license renewal applications.  
Specifically, the petitioner asks the NRC to revoke the spent fuel exclusion regulations on a 
“generic basis” because significant new information emerging from the Fukushima nuclear 
power plant accident in Japan shows there could be plant-specific implications. 
 
The NRC has accepted this rulemaking petition for review. 
 
The notice will be published in the Federal Register shortly. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
      /RA/ 
 
 

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director  
Office of Congressional Affairs  

 
Enclosure: 
Federal Register Notice 
 
cc: Representative Bobby L. Rush 

  



 
 

December 18, 2012 
 
 
 
The Honorable John Shimkus 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Environment 
   and the Economy 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
Enclosed is a copy of a notice of a rulemaking petition submitted to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (the petitioner).  The petitioner 
requests that the NRC rescind its regulations excluding consideration of spent fuel pool storage 
impacts from environmental review of nuclear power plant license renewal applications.  
Specifically, the petitioner asks the NRC to revoke the spent fuel exclusion regulations on a 
“generic basis” because significant new information emerging from the Fukushima nuclear 
power plant accident in Japan shows there could be plant-specific implications. 
 
The NRC has accepted this rulemaking petition for review. 
 
The notice will be published in the Federal Register shortly. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
      /RA/ 
 
 

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director  
Office of Congressional Affairs  

 
Enclosure: 
Federal Register Notice 
 
cc: Representative Gene Green 
 


