September 6, 2012

MEMORANDUM TO: Michele Sampson, Chief
Thermal and Containment Branch
Division of Spent Fuel Storage and Transportation
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards

FROM: Bo Pham, Acting Chief /RA/
Operating Experience and Generic Issues Branch
Division of Risk Analysis
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

SUBJECT: ACCEPTANCE REVIEW OF PROPOSED GENERIC ISSUE
(PRE-GI-0013) ON THE EFFECT OF EXTERNAL FLOODING ON
INDEPENDENT SPENT FUEL STORAGE INSTALLATIONS

An Acceptance Review has been performed of the proposed generic issue (Gl) on the effect of
external flooding on Independent Spent Fuel Storage installations (ISFSI) that you submitted to
the Generic Issues Program (GIP). This issue, designated as PRE-GI-0013, has been entered
into the Generic Issues Management Control System for tracking purposes.

The GIP staff Acceptance Review was performed using the criteria provided in the NRC MD 6.4,
“Generic Issues Program.” There are seven specific criteria outlined, none of which can result
in a negative response if the proposed issue is to be accepted into the GIP. The GIP
acceptance review of this issue indicates that two criteria were not met. Therefore, the GIP staff
concluded that this proposed issue should not be accepted into the GIP at this time.

The staff's evaluation of the issue against Criteria 1 and 3 resulted in the negative responses.
Criterion 1 involves the potential impact to public health and safety, the common defense and
security, or the environment. Preliminary evaluation indicates that flooding due to external
events, such as a dam failure, is unlikely to cause a breach to the existing confinement systems,
corrosion to the structural components, release of radioactive materials, or in-leakage of flood
water. Therefore, no safety-significant risk to public safety is expected to result from external
flooding related to ISFSI. In addition, Criterion 3 evaluates whether existing regulatory
programs and processes can readily address the proposed issue. In this particular case, many
elements of the issue’s concerns are already addressed in the current regulatory framework in
the form of rules regarding natural phenomenon, including earthquakes, water waves, flooding,
tsunamis, and beyond-design-basis events.
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The results of the Acceptance Review are documented in the enclosure. Thank you for working
with the GIP staff in addressing this issue.

Enclosure:
As stated
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