
 

 

Communication Protocols for NRC Interactions with Southern Nuclear Operating 
Company/Vogtle Electric Generating Plant on the NRC/RES Level 3 PRA Project 
 

 Period covered: May 2012 until final publication of NUREG report 
 
Transmittal of information: 
 

• Amir Afzali (SNC) and Alan Kuritzky (NRC) will be informed of all transmitted 
documents.  The NRC will track all documents received from SNC/Vogtle. 

• Design or operational information provided by Southern Nuclear Operating Company 
(SNC)/Vogtle Electric Generating Plant (Vogtle) will not be docketed, since this 
information will not be used to support a licensing action.  As such, this information will 
not be available (to NRC) for direct referencing in project documents that are made 
publicly available.  However, such information may be directly referenced in non-public 
documents (e.g., interim project letter reports) or indirectly referred to in publicly 
available documents via statements such as “This assumption is based on supporting 
information provided by the licensee regarding current operating practices at the facility.” 

• Information transmitted to the NRC that SNC/Vogtle believes should be withheld from 
public disclosure pursuant to Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR), 
Part 2, Section 2.390, should be accompanied by an affidavit stating the basis for 
withholding. 

• In the event of a FOIA request, the NRC will follow the process delineated in NRC 
Management Directive (MD) 3.1, including a screening of all information covered by the 
FOIA request.  If the screening identifies information not stamped proprietary but which 
the NRC believes may contain confidential business or proprietary information, the NRC 
will follow the process specified in Section II.F.8 of the handbook for MD 3.1.  Per MD 
3.1 handbook Section II.F.8, the NRC will provide SNC/Vogtle with a list of any 
information that the NRC identifies as potentially containing confidential business or 
proprietary information.  SNC/Vogtle will review this information and make a 
determination as to whether any of the information should be withheld from public 
disclosure pursuant to 10 CFR 2.390.  For any such information, SNC/Vogtle will submit 
an affidavit requesting the specific information to be withheld from public disclosure 
pursuant to 10 CFR 2.390 and stating the basis for withholding.  The NRC will review the 
SNC/Vogtle request and the information in accordance with the requirements of 
10 CFR 2.390 and, on the basis of the statements in the affidavit, determine whether the 
specific information requested to be withheld pursuant to 10 CFR 2.390 should be 
withheld from public disclosure.  Note, the NRC and SNC/Vogtle reviews of potentially 
releasable information will need to comport with the applicable FOIA time limits. 

• It is not anticipated that safeguards information will need to be transmitted, but if it 
should, its transmission will be governed by existing NRC requirements for such 
information. 

• All written communications originating from NRC will be directed to Mark Ajluni (SNC 
Corporate Licensing), with copies to the NRR Project Manager (Patrick Boyle) and the 
Senior Resident Inspector (Mike Cain). 

• All written communications originating from SNC/Vogtle will be directed to Alan Kuritzky 
(NRC/RES), with copies to the NRR Project Manager (Patrick Boyle) and the Senior 
Resident Inspector (Mike Cain). 
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• All project documents intended for public release, including the draft NUREG report 
documenting all results, will be transmitted to SNC prior to public issuance for a factual 
review and to confirm that they do not contain confidential business or proprietary 
information. 

• All publications or presentations by SNC related to the Level 3 PRA project will be 
provided to the NRC for review and approval prior to release. 

 
Other communications: 
 

• The NRC and SNC/Vogtle will engage in the following types of communications: 

1. Routine communications (e.g., phone calls and e-mail messages) informational 
in nature, to support the Level 3 PRA project.  These types of communications 
will generally involve either administrative details or factual information about the 
plant or its PRA.  All such communications will be documented and tracked by 
the NRC.  The NRR Project Manager (Patrick Boyle) will be informed of these 
communications. 

2. Interface meetings between NRC and SNC/Vogtle staff involving the exchange of 
information having no direct, substantive connection to a specific NRC regulatory 
decision or action.  These meetings will be coordinated with the NRR Project 
Manager. 

3. Periodic public (open) meetings during the duration of the Level 3 PRA project to 
provide external stakeholders a general status update on the progress of the 
project.  These meetings will be noticed and arranged in coordination with the 
NRR Project Manager and SNC/Vogtle. 

• NRC/RES has a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the Electric Power 
Research Institute (EPRI) (ADAMS Accession No. ML070740114) that includes an 
addendum on cooperative nuclear safety research in the area of PRA (ADAMS 
Accession Nos. ML071170164 and ML101270008.  There may be opportunities to 
engage EPRI and leverage ongoing EPRI activities to support the Level 3 PRA project.  
Any information obtained from or shared with EPRI under the RES-EPRI MOU will be 
governed by the stipulations of the MOU. 

• For the purposes of the Level 3 PRA project, external stakeholders, such as 
representatives from the Nuclear Energy Institute, vendors, and other licensees, are 
considered members of the public and, as such, their participation in the project will, in 
general, be limited to public meetings.  However, the NRC anticipates performing peer 
reviews for the project consistent with the ASME/ANS PRA standards.  External 
stakeholders may participate in these peer reviews, but will be subject to certain non-
disclosure requirements. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


