
 
 
 

April 26, 2012 
 
 
 
 
Mr. S. Surovchak 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Office of Legacy Management  
P.O Box 14508 
St. Louis, MO 63178  
 
SUBJECT:  RESPONSE TO LETTER DATED FEBRUARY 29, 2012, FROM SCOTT R. 

SUROVCHAK REGARDING URANIUM CONCENTRATIONS REPORTED 
ABOVE THE ALTERNATE CONCENTRATION LIMIT AT THE GAS HILLS 
NORTH (UMTRCA TITLE II) DISPOSAL SITE, FREMONT COUNTY, WYOMING 

 
Dear Mr. Surovchak:  
 
This correspondence is to confirm receipt of your letter dated February 29, 2012, regarding 
Uranium Concentration reported above the Alternate Concentration Limit at the Gas Hills North 
(UMTRCA title II) Disposal Site, Fremont County, Wyoming (ML12065A005). 
 
Your request included the following:  (1) the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
resolve regulatory concerns regarding increasing concentrations with Pathfinder Mining 
Corporation before the site transitions to U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)-Legacy 
Management (LM) for long-term stewardship, (2) additional groundwater monitoring of 
concentrations to ensure that the ground water system is behaving as predicted in the ACL 
application, and (3) an NRC interpretation of the law and regulations governing UMTRCA Title II 
sites to confirm that an exceedence of state of Wyoming groundwater protection standards at 
the point of exposure would not constitute an out-of-compliance situation that DOE-LM must 
address.  These requests are under consideration.  In addition, your request that acceptance 
of the preliminary final long-term surveillance plan (LTSP) be delayed pending resolution of 
DOE-LM’s concern about elevated concentrations is acceptable and the NRC review will not 
continue until requested by DOE-LM. 
 
In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC’s “Rules of Practice for Domestic Licensing 
Proceedings and Issuance of Orders,” a copy of this letter will be available electronically for 
public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the Publicly Available Records 
component of NRC’s Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS).  
ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. 
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If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me at 301-415-7612 
(paul.michalak@nrc.gov), or Ted Carter, the NRC project manager for the Gas Hills North Site, 
at 301-415-5543 (ted.carter@nrc.gov). 
 

Sincerely,  
 
       /RA/ 
 
 

Paul Michalak, Chief 
Materials Decommissioning Branch       
Decommissioning and Uranium  
  Recovery Licensing Directorate       
Division of Waste Management  
  and Environmental Protection        
Office of Federal and State materials  
  and Environmental management programs  
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