April 26, 2012

The Honorable Alan S. Rosenthal
Administrative Judge, Atomic Safety

and Licensing Board Panel
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
11545 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852

SUBJECT: DECOMMISSIONING OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY’S JEFFERSON
PROVING GROUND SITE LOCATED IN MADISON, INDIANA

Dear Judge Rosenthal:

This is in response to your letter dated February 6, 2012, concerning Decommissioning Plan
development for the Jefferson Proving Ground (JPG facility). As you noted, the Department of
the Army (Army) was given until December 31, 2011, to submit a Decommissioning Plan, and
that requirement was incorporated as a license condition in the license for JPG.

The Army requested, by letter dated November 28, 2011, an extension for its submittal of a
Decommissioning Plan. The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC’s) regulations do not
require that notice of such requests be published in the Federal Register; however, a member of
the public has the right afforded by the NRC regulations in 10 CFR 2.309(b)(4)(ii) to request a
hearing 60 days after the requestor receives actual notice of a pending application, but not more
than 60 days after agency action on the application. The request from the Army was made
publicly available through NRC’s ADAMs system (ML120050042). As detailed in the enclosed
letter that was sent to the Army on April 2, 2012, the NRC staff has since completed its
acceptance review and has determined that the request is not acceptable, and consistent with
10 CFR 2.103(b), the NRC staff is affording the Army an opportunity to cure the deficiency. The
NRC’s response to the Army request will be publicly available.

Upon receipt of any revised application from the Army for an alternate schedule for submittal of
a decommissioning plan for JPG, the NRC staff will review the application in accordance with
NRC practice and procedure. To the extent that such an application is found to be acceptable
for technical review, members of the public will have the rights afforded by NRC regulation to
request a hearing on the application.

Lastly, in reference to the rhetorical question raised in your February 6, 2012, letter expressing
concerns about the duration of decommissioning activities at the JPG site; | would agree with
you that this initiative has taken too long. However, my experience with the decommissioning of
numerous NRC-licensed facilities over the years suggests that this end-of-life-cycle process can
be, and often is, protracted as well as expensive, for reasons beyond the NRC staff’s control.
Nevertheless, the staff is committed to conducting its decommissioning oversight in a manner
that is transparent and consistent with the Commission’s regulations
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In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 a copy of this letter will be available electronically for public
inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the Publicly Available Records
component of NRC’s Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS).
ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.

If you have any questions concerning this letter, contact Dr. Michael P. Lee, the Project
Manager for the JPG site. He can be reached at (301) 415-6887 or Mike.Lee@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Larry W. Camper, Director
Division of Waste Management
and Environmental Protection
Office of Federal and State Materials
and Environmental Management Programs

Enclosure:
Army Letter Dated April 2, 2012

cc:
Trip Rothschild, OGC/GCLR
Tracey Stokes, OGC/RMR
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