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WCOutreachCEm Resource

From: N.  Rice [rice@innevi.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2012 12:10 PM
To: WCOutreach Resource
Subject: My comments on latest revision of "Nuclear Waste Confidence Decision"
Attachments: Letter emailed to NRC regarding HOSS.doc

To:  Christine Pineda, Project Manager 
 
Please see my comments in the attachment below. 
Thank you. 
 
Nancy Rice  
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March 15, 2012 
 
RE: Comments for the draft report “Background and Preliminary 
Assumptions for an Environmental Impact Statement – Long-Term Waste 
Confidence Update” 
 
 
To: the Commissioners of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
 
I very strongly urge you to require Hardened On-Site Storage (HOSS) for all 
high-level radioactive waste in this country in order to protect the public and  
future generations.   
 
Neither keeping the high-level radioactive waste in the fuel pools, nor 
storing it in the current outdoor dry casks is a responsible option because 
both options are highly susceptibe to terrorist attack, accidents, leakage, and 
the vagaries of extreme weather conditions. 
 
Plans also must be made and funds set aside to deal with transferring the 
irradiated fuel from the old casks into new replacement ones when those 
begin to corrode and weaken in the future. 
 
Please consider what kind of legacy you will be leaving our children and 
future generations.  You yourselves likely have children and grandchildren – 
or at least know some young people whom you care about.  Surely you 
would agree that their lives are more important than the profits of the nuclear 
industry executives or stockholders who are likely pressuring you to go the 
cheapest route? 
 
My grandchildren’s other grandparents and other relatives live in “hot spots” 
in north central Japan.  They are  having to worry whether or not their food, 
water or soil are contaminated by radiation. Ingesting radiation increases the 
chances of cancer and other terrible health conditions. I think the situation 
will only get worse over time as contamination in the groundwater spreads.  
An estimated one million people are expected to die prematurely due to the 
Fukushima slow-motion catastrophe. 
 



Einstein is reported to have said, “Imagination is more important than 
knowledge.” Please use your imaginations to envision how possible 
outcomes of your decisions regarding the continued operation of nuclear 
plants in our country as well as the protection of high-level waste are likely 
to affect people here.   
 
I read recently that you are requiring stronger venting in the Mark I reactors 
to make them safer, despite the fact that Mark I reactors have design flaws 
that improved venting cannot solve. The only responsible thing to do with 
Mark I reactors is to shut these very vulnerable reactors down NOW before 
we have the next nuclear accident here. 
 
We look to you to be courageous in your decision-making as it relates to our 
health and safety.  At a minimum, please require HOSS storage of high level 
nuclear waste, and shut down the Mark I reactors here in this country within 
the next year.  We know that the  weather  patterns are changing, and that no 
amount of profit-making by the nuclear industry can justify catastrophes like 
Fukushima again. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nancy Rice 
P. O. Box 4 
Randolph Center, VT 05061  


