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From: Margaret M. Doane, Director /RA/
Office of International Programs

Date: February 3, 2012

Subject:
GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN REQUESTS THAT IAEA OPEN FUKUSHIMA SATELLITE
OFFICE

Comment:

On January 28, 2012, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General
Yukiya Amano announced that he is “carefully considering” a request from the
Government of Japan to open a satellite IAEA office in Fukushima Prefecture. Speaking
to reporters during the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, Amano noted that
such an office would enable the IAEA to have “close contact” on Japan’s progress in
mitigating the effects of the Fukushima accident.

According to an Agence France Presse report on the subject, “Tokyo wants an
international seal of approval for the energy-hungry country's nuclear industry to bolster
its faltering efforts at reassuring the public it is safe to resume atomic operations.” The
article is attached for information.

The staff will keep the Commission apprised of any developments.
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