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ORDER 

(Summarizing Pre-Hearing Conference) 
 
 On Tuesday, January 10, 2012 at 11:00 AM Eastern Standard Time (EST) the Board 

conducted a pre-hearing conference call in this proceeding for the purpose of discussing further 

administrative details concerning the upcoming evidentiary hearing and limited appearance 

statement sessions.  

I. Venue Logistics & Security 

 At the pre-hearing conference call, the Board reminded the parties that the evidentiary 

hearing will commence at 9:30am EST on Thursday, January 26, 2012, at the Albright Building, 

205 Main Street, Prince Frederick, Maryland, 20678, and resume at 9:30am EST on Friday, 

January 27, 2012 at the same location, if necessary.  In addition, the Board requested that the 

parties and members of the public park in the offsite parking lot, which is within walking distance 

of the hearing venue, located at 200 Duke Street, Prince Frederick, MD 20678. 
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 The Board also reminded the parties that, while their presence was not required, the 

limited appearance statement sessions would be held on Wednesday, January 25, 2012 from 

1:00pm to 2:30pm EST and from 7:00pm to 8:30pm EST at the Calvert Marine Museum, 12150 

Solomons Island Road, Solomons, MD 20688. 

 The parties were advised to arrive early and bring a government-issued ID to both 

venues, as security measures would be in place. 

II. Proposed Exhibits 

During the pre-hearing conference call, the Board explained the process for proposing 

and admitting evidence into the record.  In doing so, the Board and the parties agreed that Joint 

Intervenors’ Affidavit of Scott Sklar, which was submitted without an exhibit number, would be 

marked and offered into evidence as JNT000031, thus obviating the need for Joint Intervenors 

to re-file that document.   

Applicant and Joint Intervenors indicated during the pre-hearing conference call that they 

might submit additional exhibits prior to the evidentiary hearing.  The parties have until Friday, 

January 20, 2012 to submit exhibits through the NRC’s Electronic Information Exchange 

system.  After that, a party wishing to submit new or revised exhibits must do so at the 

evidentiary hearing, in accordance with the guidelines previously laid out by this Board.1   

The Board also informed the parties that the ASLBP’s information technology staff would 

be present at the hearing and would be able to display exhibits during a party’s opening or 

closing statement, if that party so chooses.  If a party would like to have specific exhibits 

displayed during it opening or closing statements, it should email the Board’s law clerk, Kirsten 

                                                 
1 Licensing Board Order (Providing Directions on Pre-Filed Evidentiary Material) (Sept. 22, 
2011) at 2 (unpublished).  In order to submit new pre-filed testimony or exhibits at the 
evidentiary hearing, or revise any pre-filed testimony or exhibits at the evidentiary hearing, a 
party must provide at the evidentiary hearing a properly marked electronic copy of any such 
documents, along with enough properly marked paper copies of any such documents for 
distribution to the representatives for the other parties, all Board members, and the Board’s law 
clerk.  Id.  
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Stoddard, at kirsten.stoddard@nrc.gov by Friday, January 20, 2012 with a list of the exhibits 

that it would like displayed. 

Due to recent changes in the NRC’s policy regarding the availability of copyrighted 

documents on its public website, the Board reminded the parties that any copyrighted exhibits 

submitted in this proceeding would not be available through public ADAMS or the agency’s 

Electronic Hearing Docket (EHD).  However, the Board informed the parties that all exhibits filed 

in this proceeding, including copyrighted exhibits, could still be accessed via the links contained 

in the original Electronic Information Exchange (EIE) emails that the parties received.  

III. Exhibit Lists 

The parties were reminded that, per the Board’s September 22, 2011 Order (Providing 

Directions on Pre-Filed Evidentiary Material),2 they are required to submit comprehensive, up-

to-date exhibit lists any time new exhibits are filed.  Specifically, the NRC Staff and Joint 

Intervenors were informed that their most recent exhibit lists, which accompanied their 

respective rebuttal testimonies, were not comprehensive, as they failed to list the exhibits that 

each party had previously submitted to the Board.  In addition, Applicant was informed that its 

exhibit list should be updated to indicate that APL000017 contains four parts, A through D, and 

Joint Intervenors were informed that their exhibit list should be revised to include Mr. Sklar’s 

affidavit, JNT000031, and JNTR00001 instead of JNT000001.  If a party chooses to submit 

additional exhibits, as some indicated that they would during the pre-hearing conference call, 

any such exhibits must also be included on a party’s exhibit list.  The parties should therefore 

remedy the errors in their respective exhibit lists and resubmit them on or before Friday, 

January 20, 2012.  Such exhibit lists should be dated and should clearly and sequentially 

indicate each exhibit that a party intends to offer into evidence at the evidentiary hearing. 

 

 

                                                 
2 Id. at 4.  
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IV. Opening & Closing Statements 

 Immediately following the Board’s rulings on the admission of the pre-filed testimony and 

exhibits, the Board will permit, but not require, each party to make an opening statement.  

Opening statements should focus on summarizing the pre-filed testimony and exhibits that have 

been admitted and how they relate to the party’s position.  Joint Intervenors shall have a 

maximum of 15 minutes for their opening statement.  The NRC Staff and the Applicant shall 

each have a maximum of 10 minutes.   

 The parties should be prepared to present closing arguments following the conclusion of 

the Board’s questioning of all the witnesses.  The closing arguments should summarize the pre-

filed testimony and exhibits that have been admitted into evidence and the testimony of the 

witnesses at the hearing, and explain the conclusions each party believes the Board should 

draw from all the evidence presented.  Joint Intervenors shall have a maximum of 20 minutes 

for their closing argument.  The NRC Staff and the Applicant shall each have a maximum of 15 

minutes.   

 The State of Maryland may present an opening statement and/or a closing argument if it 

so chooses.   

V. Witness Questioning 

The order of questioning shall be: Joint Intervenors’ witness, NRC Staff witnesses, 

Applicant witnesses.  The NRC Staff and Applicant witnesses may testify as a panel.  Following 

the conclusion of the Board’s questioning of each witness or panel, the Board will afford the 

parties’ representatives an opportunity to submit rebuttal questions to be asked by the Board. 

VI. Miscellaneous 

During the pre-hearing conference call, the NRC Staff inquired about the availability of 

breakout rooms for use during the evidentiary hearing.  The hearing venue has indicated that it 

may have breakout rooms available for use during the course of the hearing.  These potential 

breakout rooms are located in various surrounding buildings, all of which are within a five minute 
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walk of the hearing venue.  If a party is interested in obtaining a breakout room for use during 

the evidentiary hearing, they should contact the Board’s law clerk, Kirsten Stoddard, at 

kirsten.stoddard@nrc.gov. 

 In addition, the NRC Staff also inquired regarding the Board’s plan for inclement 

weather during the evidentiary hearing.  Should inclement weather become an issue, the Board 

will advise the parties via email of any revisions to the evidentiary hearing schedule.  

Additionally, schedule change information will be available by calling (301) 415-5036 (available 

seven days a week, twenty-four hours a day).   

VII. Deadlines 

As discussed during the pre-hearing conference call, the Board will establish deadlines 

for proposed joint transcript corrections and proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law at 

the conclusion of the upcoming evidentiary hearing. 

It is so ORDERED.    

       FOR THE ATOMIC SAFETY 
          AND LICENSING BOARD 
 
        /RA/                                                    

Ronald M. Spritzer, Chairman 
       ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE 
 
 
 
Rockville, Maryland 
January 13, 2012   
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