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SUBJECT: DIABLO CANYON NUCLEAR POWER PLANT 

Dear Mr. Micallef: 

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am responding to your letter of 
October 31, 2011, to Chairman Gregory B. Jaczko in which you expressed concerns about the 
safety of extending operation of Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant (Diablo Canyon). In 
particular, you requested that the NRC reject the request to renew Diablo Canyon's license on 
the basis of safety. The issues raised in your letter included: Diablo Canyon's proximity to 
geological fault lines, the extended exposure of the reactors to the products of nuclear reaction, 
and reaction to the Fukushima event. 

Under. Commission regulations, the Commission has an adjudicatory role in the Diablo Canyon 
license renewal proceeding. An appeal of an Atomic Safety and Licensing Board (Board) 
decision regarding consideration of Fukushima in that proceeding is currently pending before 
the Commission. In addition, currently pending before the Board is an issue relating to 
geological fault lines that may ultimately come before the Commission in its adjudicatory 
capacity. Therefore, it would be inappropriate while the case is pending for the Commission to 
address your specific concerns about the consideration of the Fukushima accident or seismic 
issues in the NRC's license renewal process. 

With respect to the status of the proceeding, please note that on May 31, 2011, the NRC staff 
responded to PG&E's letter dated April 10, 2011 (Agencywide Document Access and 
Management System [ADAMS] Accession No. ML 11138A315). As a result of PG&E's 
requested deferral of issuance of renewed operating licenses for the Diablo Canyon nuclear 
power plants, the NRC staff has updated the staff's review schedule and milestones to reflect 
the delays in the license review process associated with the projected completion of the seismic 
studies and the Coastal Zone Management Act coastal consistency certification. While the staff 
review schedule delays are not a stay or suspension of the license renewal process, the revised 
review schedule allows for the time to consider information associated with the anticipated 3-D 
seismic studies. On June 7,2011, the Board notified the Commission that until these seismic 
studies have been completed the adjudication will be delayed (ADAMS Accession No. 
ML 111580337). The Board estimates that the delay could be approximately 52 months. This is 
consistent with the staff's revised licensing schedule. 
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Please be assured that should information at any time show that there is a basis to question the 
continued safe operation of the Diablo Canyon facility, the NRC will take appropriate action as 
part of the agency's ongoing safety oversight. 

Sincerely, 

a~J:kMr~ 
Annette L. Vietti-Cook 


