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RIIIDNMS_ADMIN Resource

From: Piskura, Deborah
Sent: Friday, December 16, 2011 10:09 AM
To: RIIIDNMS_ADMIN Resource
Subject: FW: Quick update

Please add this email to ADAMS. Thanks! 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: David Roberts [mailto:droberts@depauw.edu]  
Sent: Friday, December 16, 2011 7:33 AM 
To: Piskura, Deborah 
Subject: Re: Quick update 
 
 
Thank you again Debbie for your help on this. 
 
When I look at my counting record, and after speaking with Fred, I have  
some dates in terms of the last time that radioactivity was used for  
generating soil samples.  Fred's procedure is to spike his soil samples  
with known levels of radiation, let them sit, then count them.  Once  
spiked, everything is immobilized (deposited) on a copper metal disk  
that is then stored in a petri dish.  This disk is in fact radioactive  
(and is treated as such), but it's kind of a "sealed" source, in that  
there is no more sample manipulation (you just place a disk, in the  
dish, in a counter for data analysis).  It's stored in a petri dish just  
for safety sake, but in fact everything is stuck on the copper disk.   
When finished, the copper disks are stored for decay, with the ultimate  
fate of disposal (via a radiation handler) at some date.  We don't  
dispose very often, as the disks are very small and compact (so we  
simply store them until we decide it's time).  To put it into  
perspective, there is very little in terms of radioactivity that is  
deposited on the disks (very little). 
 
With that said, I have in the record that the last date that Fred used  
radioactivity (manipulated it) was in Dec. of 2008.  I have room scans  
(that I do every month) up until that time.  However, since that time,  
he has periodically counted his samples using the detector (again, at  
that stage it's like reading sealed sources, no real chance of leaking,  
radiation is deposited on a metal disk that is in a petri dish).  During  
times like this, where no wet chemistry is being done, we swipe the  
counters every 6 months instead of every month.  All of those have been  
below background.  He has not counted any samples this year (2011), but  
he did do some research with them during the summer of 2010, and  
previously during the summer of 2009 (again, just counting, no wet  
manipulations).  Technically, we was doing experiments as there is not 2  
years between Dec 2008 and summer 2009 (though it is just counting  
things - the lab is active, no fear of it being forgotten). 
 
During that time, starting in Jan of 2010, we renewed our license.  As I  
mentioned, I spoke in depth with James Mullauer about our situation.  I  
told him that we were preparing, once they were on sabbatical, to start  
up the operations again in full (that is, Sharon working with P32, Fred  
back to wet manipulations of soils).  These experiments are vital to  
their research efforts, and something that both will do in full in the  
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upcoming year.  Mr. Mullauer felt it was most prudent to just reissue  
the license rather than going through other means, which is where we are  
today.  In Jan of 2012, we plan to go back to full strength, resuming  
normal operations.  At that time, I will resume counting and swiping the  
rooms every month, and continue routine monitoring of things. 
 
Please let me know if this does not answer your questions sufficiently.   
Again, thanks for all your help with this.  If you feel it's easier to  
talk on the phone, please don't hesitate to call me at 765-658-4606 
 
Thanks again 
 
Dave Roberts, Ph.D., CHO, RSO 
DePauw University 
 
On 12/15/2011 2:34 PM, Piskura, Deborah wrote: 
> Dear Dr. Roberts, 
> Thank you for your prompt response to my questions.  Can you tell me when Dr. Soster last 
used his sources/standards for his experiments?  Can you provide a copy of any logs showing 
his usage?  This would be helpful.  We'll keep in touch. I am in the office tomorrow (Dec 
16th) but will be out of the office until January 9th.  Hopefully we can resolve this by 
tomorrow. 
> Thank you, 
> Debbie Piskura 
> Health Physicist 
> USNRC Region III 
> 630-829-9867 
> 
> -----Original Message----- 
> From: David Roberts [mailto:droberts@depauw.edu] 
> Sent: Wednesday, December 14, 2011 7:37 AM 
> To: Piskura, Deborah 
> Subject: Quick update 
> 
> Hello, 
> 
> So, after speaking with people about potential usage, these are the 
> answers I received. 
> 
> For P32 usage, Sharon Crary is going to start up activities again in the 
> spring/summer.  So her lab will once again become active. 
> 
> For all other usage, Fred Soster (our geologist) is planning on 
> restarting his experiments during his sabbatical (which starts this 
> spring). 
> 
> During our licensing procedure last year (or so), I had discussions with 
> the NRC person about inactivity, and we talked a great deal about what 
> our status should be.  I pointed out these dates to him at that time (I 
> knew Fred was going to restart when he went on leave, I wasn't sure on 
> Sharon), and so he told me it was easiest just to renew our license and 
> keep things in limbo until everybody started back up again.  Once that 
> happens, we will return to our full program, monitoring at a regular 
> basis (I do all the monitoring, monthly) and all else that is required. 
> 
> Never during my discussions with the NRC did anybody tell me I needed to 
> file paperwork if we were inactive for a period of 24 months or more.  I 
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> surely would have done it had I known that it was required of us.  It's 
> odd to me that going through the licensing procedure did not bring up 
> this rule, since I was very open with the person who was helping me at 
> the time (who I guess has since retired). 
> 
> Please let me know how you would like me to proceed from here.  As we 
> approach the holidays, it gets a little tricky with everybody traveling 
> and offices closed down. 
> 
> Thank you very much for all your help.  If discussing this on the phone 
> is easier, please let me know and I can call you, or you can reach me at 
> 765-658-4606 
> 
> Dave Roberts, Ph.D., RSO 
> 


