
Connecticut Hemalology & Oncology 

PET Imaging CCllter 

October J 2, 2011 

Rc NRC inspection on 9127/2011 

DcaI' Miss Gflbl'l~l, 

In response to your lettcr dated 011 SeplembcT 28, 20 II SIH11ll1arizing the agency inspection 
violations identilied in the PET imaging lacilily at the Connecticut Hematology and Oncology 
center, WI! have wndtlc!ed the following correction<;: 

Periodic Uc"icw of Radiation PI'otcctioli PI'Ogf'IIIll 

As per 10 (,FR 20.110!, H SO, Sadek Nchmeh, hm. I cviewed th~ radiation protection progmm 
and its implementation at this facility following the model fh)m NUREG~1556, vol. 9, Appendix 
K. The auditing Icsults nre flttnchcd. The nwdificnlions that were performed 10 the procedure 
nHlIllml, including tilt:: ladiation sarety progrmn, alt' summarized in the first page of the attached 
procedure mnnunL The next program review will be 'iclH::duled in September 2012, and will 
contlllue annually lhcrecdlcl. 

Sealed Soun'e Leul~ Tests 

Unfortunately, we have mi5scd doing sealed SOLlri.:C leak tests between 2009 ancl2011 thinkmg 
that it was not reqlllre(L Consequt"ntly, nu leilk le!>!s have been performed between August, 2009 
find May, 201 1. However, liS soon as Mi:;s Cole mall became aware orthc Icgulations m May 
2011, sl1e look immediate a"[ion performing leak test fbi se(lled sources prc5ent in the facility. 
;\', otlr procedure manuul ')tates, we (~ofl)tnit perfonnll1g scaled SOlllce inventory ,lIld leak test 
(when required by SSDR) on a quartelly nnd semi-,mllllnl baSIS respect!vcly. 

FOI' the 57Co !)otln..:e, it::; lise was discontinued nnd it was placed in storage since 8/8/2009, and 
therefore, to 0111' knowledge, no leak tcsring was required by NRC fot that pm1icular source. 

FOI the tl8Ge rod sources cllIl'ently installed on the rET scanner, thnsc were leak tesled upon 
installation. UnfortlllHltcly, we do not have access to the SOUl ccs at thi" time (only Siemens 
engineers me allowed to open tht' PET .~l'tmller) Ilowcvcr. we have currently performed wipe 



lest of tile areas on tht: outside of the Sl~allllel', closesl possible to the 68·0c 'ioUt'ces, as ')uggcsted 
YOli suggested during your visit to QUI' site. We commit to pCI'furm these tests all a semi-annual 
bn<;is, 

Pl'ocedlU'C Manual nud Radiation Safety Tntining 

The procedure manual has been reviewed and updatcd by Sudek Nehmcl1, RSO. Radiation 
sflfct} procedure, AIARA pl',\clit:c, and QC procedures tor both the hotlab and PET scanner 
have been reviewed and Jiscuf,sed by the RSO with Mis'> Coleman. Tills was doclimented in th<.· 
audit form (flthlchcd). 

RSO Agrremcnt: 

A RSO agreement to take responsibility to implemenf radiation :ll1fety program, pel' 10 efR 
35.24(b) has been sign by both 1\·1IS5 Catherine Coleman find Dr. Sadek Nehmch. The RSO 
authority, duties. and re<;p0Ilsibilitil:., have' alw been documented and signed by both parties 

Postillgs: 

NHC Form 3 (HNotir,;e To Employee") and Miss Coleman's 1 icense are already po:.!cd in the 
hOilab. We commit to post the NRC license Copies of 10 erR 19, !0 CFR 20, and 10 CFR 35 
hllvc been posted III the hot lab as well. 

Ifyoullllve any quesTions or fUl'lilel cuncerns about our radiation satety program please do not 
ht::sitilLc 10 contact me. 

[lest Regards, 

Sadelt Nehmch, })h.D., n.A.B.R, RSO Jedd L{'vine, M.D, 

Nuclear Consulting, L.L.P. Mauaging Purlnel' 

'rei: 917~519-7084 


Email: 11 ucieRI'.conslllt@gmail,coll1 
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