
 
June 5, 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Danielle Brian 
Executive Director  
Project on Government Oversight 
1100 G Street, NW, Suite 500 
Washington, D.C.  20005 
 
Dear Ms. Brian:  
 

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am writing in response 
to your letter of November 1, 2011, “Restart of the North Anna Nuclear Power Station,” following 
the earthquake that occurred near that plant on August 23, 2011.  Your letter addressed a 
number of subjects that I will take in turn, as follows. 

 
You stated that you were unable to get access to documents that may be relevant to the 

siting and licensing of the North Anna Power Station (NAPS) that are located at the University of 
Virginia (UVA).  In response to your letter, the NRC staff contacted you about their outreach to 
the university’s librarians concerning your request to obtain an index of the documents in their 
collection.  The collection was temporarily moved from UVA’s storage facility while the facility 
was undergoing renovation.  The renovation has been completed and the documents are 
returning to UVA.  The librarians at UVA are ready and willing to work with your staff to identify 
and obtain documents from their collection.  The NRC does not have a restriction on the 
documents in the collection at UVA and this information was conveyed to the librarians as well.   

 
I understand you are familiar with publically available documents from the NRC’s Public 

Document Room and the use of the NRC’s Agencywide Documents Access and Management 
System (ADAMS), as the agency’s document management system.  Should you need any 
additional assistance, the staff at our Public Document Room is willing to be of assistance to 
you and your colleagues in the research on this topic or any other topic.   

  
Regarding the readiness of NAPS to resume operations following the earthquake on 

August 23, 2011, the NRC staff issued a letter and technical evaluation on November 11, 2011, 
(available to the public in ADAMS at Accession No. ML11308B404) that address the portions of 
the NRC’s regulations applicable to this review, discuss the actions taken by the licensee, as 
well as address evaluations and instructions by the NRC staff.  In its technical evaluation, the 
NRC staff concluded, under the criterion in Section V(a)(2) of Appendix A, “Seismic and 
Geologic Siting Criteria for Nuclear Power Plants,” to Title 10 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations, Part 100, “Reactor Site Criteria,” that “the licensee has acceptably demonstrated 
that no functional damage occurred at NAPS to those features necessary for continued 
operation, and that NAPS, Units 1 and 2, can be operated without undue risk to the health and 
safety of the public.” 

 
  



 
-2- 

 
With respect to the transparency of the restart review process, the NRC strove to make 

its review process transparent to the public.  The NRC staff made all of the licensee’s 
submissions supporting restart (with the exception of proprietary information) publicly available.  
In addition, the NRC conducted four public meetings related to the NAPS restart.  The meetings 
on September 8 and October 21, 2011, held at NRC Headquarters in Rockville, Maryland, were 
webcast and are available for viewing via the NRC Public Meeting Web site.  Also, the results of 
an NRC Augmented Inspection Team (AIT) inspection were discussed at a public meeting held 
near the site on October 3, 2011.  The NRC staff issued an AIT exit meeting summary, which is 
available in ADAMS under Accession No. ML112850039.  Lastly, the NRC conducted a public 
meeting near the NAPS site on November 1, 2011, to provide a status of its inspection and 
technical evaluation review activities.  This meeting was videotaped and transcribed, and is also 
available for viewing via the NRC Public Meeting Web site.  The presentation slides for all of 
these meetings are available in ADAMS and on the NRC’s public Web site. 

 
Your letter urged the NRC to seriously consider the implications this event may have for 

26 other reactors in the eastern earthquake zone.  The NRC has already taken actions in this 
regard.  The NRC has issued a draft Generic Letter (GL) for Generic Issue 199, “Implications of 
Updated Probabilistic Seismic Hazard Estimates in Central and Eastern United States,” which 
would request licensees to assess their seismic design basis using the most recent regulatory 
guidance and standards, to identify seismic vulnerabilities.  The draft GL was issued for public 
comment until December 15, 2011.  In addition, the NRC is in the process of implementing the 
Fukushima Near-Term Task Force (NTTF) Recommendation 2.1, whereby the staff would 
request the licensees to identify actions that have been taken or are planned to address plant-
specific vulnerabilities associated with the re-evaluation of seismic and flooding hazards.   

 
Your letter also included historical references to a 1977 U.S. Department of Justice 

(DOJ) memorandum documenting DOJ’s investigation of the potential for criminal prosecution of 
Virginia Electric and Power Company (VEPCO), now Dominion for material false statements 
and its rationale for not pursuing criminal sanctions against VEPCO.  As you indicated in your 
letter, the NRC issued a civil penalty to VEPCO.  In addition, and as described in the 
memorandum, the NRC held hearings on whether the construction permits for the NAPS units 
should be modified, suspended, or revoked based on the discovery of the fault.  An Atomic 
Safety and Licensing Board found no cause to revoke VEPCO’s construction permits for NAPS.  
That decision was ultimately upheld by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit.   

 
Your letter closes with the characterization of the recent earthquake as being destructive 

and being “twice as great as the design basis for reactors.”  As stated in the NRC staff’s 
technical evaluation report issued November 11, 2011, the staff found no evidence of functional 
damage to the safety-related aspects of NAPS (i.e., no functional damage was found to those 
features necessary for continued safe operation of NAPS).  This conclusion was based upon the 
NRC’s inspections and comprehensive, independent technical evaluation of Dominion’s 
submissions.  

Sincerely, 
 
        
          /RA/ 
 

Gregory B. Jaczko 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


