
 
 
 

December 27, 2011 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Haley Barbour 
Governor of Mississippi 
Jackson, Mississippi  39205 
 
Dear Governor Barbour: 
 
 Thank you for supporting the State of Mississippi’s participation in the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission’s (NRC’s) 2011 National State Liaison Officers (SLO) Conference held 
in Rockville, Maryland, on November 1 and 2, 2011.  Governor-appointed SLOs, along with 
NRC officials and other Federal agency representatives, participated in this successful 
government-to-government meeting.   
 
 The SLO Conference is typically held every two years, and is fully funded by the NRC.  
Historically the meeting has been well received by both Federal and State partners, and this 
year’s meeting was no exception.  State representatives and NRC senior management had the 
opportunity to discuss issues of mutual interest, including:  the Japan earthquake and tsunami, 
power reactor licensing, emergency response, radioactive waste disposal and transportation, 
handling and sharing of sensitive and security-related information, tritium groundwater leakage, 
SLO roles and responsibilities, and the National Academy of Sciences’ cancer-risk study.  The 
conference also included a tour of the NRC Operations Center, and was followed by an optional 
one-day training opportunity regarding the mission and operations of the NRC. 

 
 Since its inception in 1976, the SLO Program has played a vital role in the NRC’s 
communications with States.  The Commission adopted the SLO Program after several State 
organizations, including the National Governors Association, recommended that the 
Commission request each State to appoint a single person to act as a liaison to the NRC to help 
improve Federal and State cooperation and communication.  The SLO informs the Governor’s 
office of issues under the NRC’s jurisdiction, including matters addressing nuclear regulation, 
nuclear security, and radiological public health and safety.  The Governor-appointed SLOs also 
provide the NRC with State information on particular nuclear safety, security, and environmental 
issues.   

 
 The events that took place in Japan earlier this year reinforced the importance of 
collaboration and cooperation between Federal and State agencies.  The NRC is committed to 
maintaining a strong relationship with our State partners, and we will continue to inform you of 
our programs and activities through your appointed SLO.  We will also continue to solicit your 
participation in public meetings and workshops, as well as other opportunities for stakeholder 
involvement and input, including the biennial National SLO Conference.  For your information, I 
have enclosed the following: 
  



-2- 
 

• The State Liaison Officer Program brochure, providing an overview of the SLO program; 
and 
 

• The agenda for the 2011 National SLO Conference, “Working Together to Protect 
People and the Environment.” 
 
If you or your staff have any questions concerning this correspondence, or wish to obtain 

additional information about the SLO program, please contact Dr. Josephine Piccone, Director, 
Division of Intergovernmental Liaison and Rulemaking, Office of Federal and State Materials 
and Environmental Management Programs, at (301) 415-7278 or by email at 
Josephine.Piccone@nrc.gov. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
       /RA/ 
 
      Gregory B. Jaczko 
 
Enclosures: 
1.  NRC Brochure “State Liaison Officer Program” 
2.  2011 National SLO Conference Agenda  
 
cc:  B. J. Smith 



Similar letter sent to:   
 
The Honorable Haley Barbour 
Governor of Mississippi 
Jackson, Mississippi  39205 
cc:  B.J. Smith 
 
The Honorable Mike Beebe 
Governor of Arkansas 
Little Rock, Arkansas  72201 
cc:  Bernard Bevill 
 
The Honorable Robert Bentley 
Governor of Alabama 
Montgomery, Alabama  36130 
cc:  James L. McNees 
 
The Honorable Terry Branstad 
Governor of Iowa 
Des Moines, Iowa  50319 
cc:  Melanie Rasmusson 
 
The Honorable Sam Brownback 
Governor of Kansas 
Topeka, Kansas  66612 
cc:  Thomas A. Conley 
 
The Honorable Lincoln Chafee 
Governor of Rhode Island 
Providence, Rhode Island  02903 
cc:  Edward W. Johnson 
 
The Honorable Christopher Christie 
Governor of New Jersey 
Trenton, New Jersey  08625 
cc:  Paul Baldauf 
 
The Honorable Tom Corbett 
Governor of Pennsylvania 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania  17120 
cc:  David J. Allard 
 
The Honorable Andrew Cuomo 
Governor of New York 
Albany, New York  12224 
cc:  Francis J. Murray 
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The Honorable Jack Dalrymple 
Governor of North Dakota 
Bismarck, North Dakota  58505 
cc:  Terry L. O’Clair 
 
The Honorable Mitch Daniels 
Governor of Indiana 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46204 
cc:  Joan Duwve 
 
The Honorable Mark Dayton 
Governor of Minnesota 
St. Paul, Minnesota  55155 
cc:  Aggie Leitheiser 
 
The Honorable Mary Fallin 
Governor of Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  73105 
cc:  Mike Broderick 
 
The Honorable Christine Gregoire 
Governor of Washington 
Olympia, Washington  98504 
cc:  Terry Frazee 
 
The Honorable Nikki Haley 
Governor of South Carolina 
Columbia, South Carolina  29211 
cc:  Susan Jenkins 
 
The Honorable Bill Haslam 
Governor of Tennessee 
Nashville, Tennessee  37243 
cc:  Debra Shults 
 
The Honorable Gary R. Herbert 
Governor of Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah  84114 
cc:  Rusty Lundberg 
 
The Honorable John Hickenlooper 
Governor of Colorado 
Denver, Colorado  80203 
cc:  Steve Tarlton 
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The Honorable Bobby Jindal 
Governor of Louisiana 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70804 
cc:  Richard Scott Blackwell 
 
The Honorable John Kasich 
Governor of Ohio 
Columbus, Ohio  43266 
cc:  Michael Bear 
 
The Honorable John Kitzhaber 
Governor of Oregon 
Salem, Oregon  97301 
cc:  Ken Niles 
 
The Honorable John Lynch 
Governor of New Hampshire 
Concord, New Hampshire  03301 
cc:  Christopher Pope 
 
The Honorable Dannel P. Malloy 
Governor of Connecticut 
Hartford, Connecticut  06106 
cc:  Edward L. Wilds 
 
The Honorable Jack Markell 
Governor of Delaware 
Dover, Delaware  19901 
cc:  Frieda Fisher-Tyler 
 
The Honorable Susana Martinez 
Governor of New Mexico 
Santa Fe, New Mexico  87501 
cc:  Butch Tongate 
 
The Honorable Matthew Mead 
Governor of Wyoming 
Cheyenne, Wyoming  82002 
cc:  J. Larry Majerus 
 
The Honorable Martin O'Malley 
Governor of Maryland 
Annapolis, Maryland  21401 
cc:  Ted Levering 
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The Honorable C.L. "Butch" Otter 
Governor of Idaho 
Boise, Idaho  83702 
cc:  Toni Hardesty 
 
The Honorable Sean Parnell 
Governor of Alaska 
Juneau, Alaska  99811 
cc:  Doug Dasher 
 
The Honorable Deval Patrick 
Governor of Massachusetts 
Boston, Massachusetts  02133 
cc:  John Giarrusso, Jr. 
 
The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas  78711 
cc:  Roger Mulder 
 
The Honorable Beverly Purdue 
Governor of North Carolina 
Raleigh, North Carolina  27699 
cc:  Lee Cox 
 
The Honorable Pat Quinn 
Governor of Illinois 
Springfield, Illinois  62706 
cc:  Joseph G. Klinger 
 
The Honorable Brian Sandoval 
Governor of Nevada 
Carson City, Nevada  89701 
cc:  Karen Beckley 
 
The Honorable Peter Shumlin 
Governor of Vermont 
Montpelier, Vermont  05609 
cc:  Uldis Vanags 
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The Honorable Earl Ray Tomblin 
Governor of West Virginia 
Charleston, West Virginia  25305 
cc:  Randy C. Curtis 
 
The Honorable Rick Snyder 
Governor of Michigan 
Lansing, Michigan  48909 
cc:  Ken Yale 
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