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Dear Mr. Matthews:

Attached for NRC review is NEI 96-07, Appendix C, Guideline for Implementation of Change Contro/
Processes for New Nuclear Plants Licensed Under 10 CFR 52, Draft Revision 0OC. This draft appendix
supplements endorsed guidance in NEI 96-07, Revision 1, on the 10 CFR 50.59 change control
process.

The attached draft of Appendix C has been reformatted since our last submittal to focus on the
unique aspects of the Part 52 change process; applicable guidance from NEI 96-07, Revision 1, is
incorporated by reference. Appendix C now includes guidance for evaluating departures affecting ex-
vessel severe accident design features (Section 4.4.2.3) and changes to Chapter 19 information
(Section 4.4.3) that was not included in the original draft we submitted in October 2010. This
revision also incorporates NRC comments provided in letters dated May 11, 2011 and September 7,
2011. We understand that the NRC still intends to provide comments on the draft guidance for
changes during construction that we submitted separately on June 24, 2011; this guidance is in
Section 4.7.

We are still in the process of revising the examples found in Section 4.4.2.2 to reflect dose in terms
of total effective dose equivalent rather than thyroid and whole-body dose. We expect to provide

this information for NRC staff consideration by November 15.

We look forward to the public meeting on November 15, 2011 and discussing both Interim Staff
Guidance 25 (DC/COL-ISG-25) and NEI 96-07, Appendix C, with your staff. We welcome the
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opportunity to ensure that we have a consistent understanding of expectations and objectives. In
particular, we think it would be beneficial to discuss the following subjects associated with NEI 96-
07, Appendix C, in more detail:

e Acceptability of the use of NEI 98-03, Revision 1, Guidelines for Updating Final Safety
Analysis Reports, for the plant-specific DCD;

e Acceptability of the use of other more specific regulations for changes otherwise subject to
Section VIIL.B.5 of the design certification rules as is currently allowed for changes otherwise
subject to 10 CFR 50.59 (per 10 CFR 50.59(c)(4));

e Equivalence of departure Summary Report content required by Section X.B.1 to that
currently provided by licensees per 10 CFR 50.59(d)(2);

e The appropriate review process for the initial issuance of design documents and procedures
by licensees;

e Ensuring a clear understanding of change processes applicable to operational requirements
after the COL is issued;

e Feasibility of additional guidance on administrative Tier 1 departures without a LAR; and

e The role of configuration management versus change control processes during construction.

We look forward to the receiving the staff’s additional feedback on NEI 96-07, Appendix C. We plan
to revise the guidance as appropriate to reflect resolution of any additional NRC comments and
submit Revision 0 to the NRC for endorsement.

If you have any questions, please contact me or Kati Austgen (202.739.8068; kra@nei.org).
Sincerely,
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