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Dear Mr. Stuchell:

On August 4, 2011 you sent a letter to NEI that contained two requests for additional
information pertinent to the NRC’s review of NEI 09-10, Guidelines for Effective Prevention
and Management of System Gas Accumulation. Responses to these questions are attached.
Your letter requested a response within 30 days, but our response has been delayed by the
necessity of aligning industry strategies on its technical guidance for managing gas
accumulation (NEI 09-10) with its technical specification change proposal associated with the
same subject (TSTF-523). We appreciate the additional time you have allowed for us to
formulate our strategy.

The industry fully supports the effort to achieve NRC endorsement of NEI 09-10. This
document is the result of a significant amount of effort by the industry and NRC and reflects
the best practices developed during the response to Generic Letter 2008-01. Failure to
achieve an approach to managing gas accumulation that is acceptable to both the NRC and
industry would reduce the value of the work done to date and possibly result in the
publication of dual standards, a situation that would undoubtedly lead to confusion and
continued disagreements between licensees and NRC.

At the same time, we would like to emphasize that the industry is proceeding under the
premise that endorsement of NEI 09-10 must be independent of approval of TSTF-523.
TSTF-523 is being developed as a self-contained, stand-alone document; it will not reference
NEI 09-10. NEI 09-10 was never intended as a regulatory compliance document and
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revising it in a manner to achieve that end would substantially reduce its content and
usefulness as a technical and operational guideline.

We look forward to continuing engagement with you in the resolution of any technical
comments on NEI 09-10. If you have any questions on this letter, please contact me at 202-

739-8137: jhr@nei.org.

Sincerely,
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James H. Riley
Attachment

C: Mr. Anthony P. Ulses, NRR/DSS/SRXB , NRC
Mr. Warren C. Lyon, NRR/DSS/SRXB , NRC

Mr. Melvin L. Arey, Duke, PWROG
Mr. Ted Schiffley, Exelon, BWROG
Mr. Christopher C Brennan, Exelon
Ms. Jeff Brown, APS

Mr Jack Stringfellow, SNC

Mr Tony Browning, NextEra Energy
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