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Docket No. 50-263 -
Northern St&tes Power Company

ATTN: Mr. L. R. Eliason :
Vice President, Nuclear
- . Generation
414 Nicollet Mall .
Minneapolis, MN 55401

Gentlemen:

This refers to the special e]ectrica]_distributioh system functional
inspection (EDSFI) conducted by Mr. Rol1f .A. Westberg and others of this

‘office and NRC headquarters 'on October 1 through November 2, 1990. During
this inspection, we evaluated activities at the Monticello Nuclear Generating

Station authorized by NRC Operating License No. DPR-22. " We discussed our
inspection findings with Mr. Gerald Neils and others of your staff at the -
conclusion of the inspection on November 2, 1990. - SR . :

The enclosed copy of our inspection report identifies the areas examined
during the inspection. The inspection team assessed the design,
implementation, and engineering technical support relative to the electrical
distribution system. The inspection consisted of a selective review of design
calculations, relevant- procedures, representative records, installed
equipment, and interviews with engineering and technical support staff.

The team considered the design and implementation of the electrical

distribution system at Monticello to be satisfactory.. Several strengths were .
noted. Examples included the low maintenance backlog, the material condition - -

and housekeeping in the plant, and the experience and technical competence of

‘the engineering staff. However, several weaknesses were also identified.

Examples included a preventive maintenance program that relied heaviliy on

. system engineer’s determination of what was required instead of an integrated

schedule, missing or unauditable design documentation, and battery service
tests that did not assess the as-found condition of the batteries.

During this inspection, certain of your activities appeared to be in violation
of NRC requirements, as specified in the enclosed Notice. A written response
is required. In addition, the report addresses other unresolved items and
weaknesses. We request that you also ‘address each of the unresolved items
along with your reply to the violation identified in the enclosed Notice.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the Commission’s regulations, a copy of

this Tetter, the enclosure, and your response to this letter will be placed in
the NRC Public Document Room. ' A .



. Northern States Power Company 2. DEC 14 1330

~The’ responses d1rected by this letter and the accompanying Notice are. not -
subject to the clearance procedures of the Office of Management and Budget as
required by the. Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980, -PL 96 511.

We w111 g]ad]y d1scuss}any questions you have concern1ng th]s inspection.

Sincerely,

Thomas 0. Martin, Director
Division of Reactor Safety
Enclosures: |
1. Notice of Violation

- 2. Inspection Report
50-263/90018(DRS)

cc w/enclosures: ‘
W. Hill, Plant Manager
- - DCD/DCB (RIDS)
: . .0C/LFDCB
Resident inspector, RIII Monticello
Resident inspector, RIII Prairie Island
W. Lanning, Chief, Special InSpect1on Branch
John W. Ferman, Ph D.
. Nuclear Engineering, MPCA

State Liason Officer, State
of Minnesota
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