
December 2, 1980

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT:

Harold R. Denton, Director I 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

&/,

Howard K. Shapar 
Executive Legal Director 

APPEAL BOARD MEMORANDUM AND ORDER (ALAB-620) 
RE: MONTICELLO DATED NOVEMBER 24, 1980

On November 24, 1980, the Appeal Board issued a Memorandum and Order 
(ALAB-620) 12 NRC . (1980), in this proceeding involving Northern States 
Power Company's appication to convert its provisional operating license 
for the Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant to a full-term operating license.  
In an earlier decision, ALAB-611, 12 NRC__ (1980), the Appeal Board had 
reviewed the. Licensing Board's decision to dismiss the proceeding subsequent 
to the withdrawal of all intervenors. Prior to affirming the decision of 
the Licensing Board, the Appeal Board directed the staff to supplement the 
record with regard to unresolved generic safety issues, focusing attention 
on the Category A tasks identified in NUREG-0510 and including any Category B 
tasks which if left unresolved, could present potentially serious safety or 
environmental concerns. The staff filed the requested supplemental material 
in response to ALAB-611 on October 15, 1980.  

In ALAB-620, the Appeal Board reviewed the staff's submission and after 
noting that its examination sua sponte of such evidence would necessarily 
be of limited scope (i.e. whether the-generic safety issues have been taken 
into account in a manner that is at least plausible and that, if proven to 
be of substance, would be adequate to justify operation), ruled: 

1. The staff "satisfactorily has come to grips" with the 
unresolved generic .safety issues which might affect 
the Monticello operation; 

2. The staff has provided an at least reasonable foundation 
for its conclusions;
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3. The Licensing Board's order dismissing the proceeding is 
affirmed.  

In view of this ruling, your staff should now proceed in the preparation 
and issuance of the appropriate documents, and the required findings should 
be made, so that the full-term operating license for the Monticello facility 
may be issued.  

Original sig, 
by H. K. Shapar 

Howard K. Shapar 
Executive Legal Director

cc: W.Dircks 
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