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Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, D.C. 20555 Washington, D.C. 20555

Dr. Hé!ter'H; Jordan
881 Hest Outer Drive .
0ak Ridge, Tennessee 37330

In the Matter of . :
NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY . >
(Monticello Huclear Generating Plant, Unit 1).
Docket No., 50-263:

Gentlemen:

This is to inform:you of a significant pipe crack recently discovered at
the Duane Arnold plant. Although that facility, like Monticello, is a BWR,
the problem encountered there appears to be specific to Ouane Arnold in
that its design differs from Bonticelloe in important vespects and it is
strongly suspected that previous welding repatrs made to.correct machining
errors contributed to the pipe crack. WNo such ¢racks have been discovered
at tonticello. - o

Recently some foreign BWR's have éTso-experienced'crécks in recirculation
riser pipes, Domestic BHR's, including Monticello,.have been inspected for
indications of such cracks and none have been discovered,

Sincerely,
(S|

Stephen H. Lewis .
Counsel for NRC Staff

cc: Edward Luton, Esq.

Mr. Russell J. Hatling

Gerald Charnoff, Esq.

Arthur Renquist, Esq.

Mr. Steve.J. Gadler

Jocelyn F, Olson, Esq.

Mr. Ken 8zugan .

Atomic Safety and Licensing
Board Panel ..

Atomic Safety and Licensing
Appeal Board Panel

Dockeling and Yervice Sectidn : . ‘
OFFICE 3> ? g ’m_ SH' ELD . OEL]D‘ A 3
. HLewis: jd] EReisaéyy
IS I N | 8/71/18 | 8 7 178

NRC FORM 318 (9-76) NRCM 0240 ' ¥ U. B. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFIGE: 1976 = 626.624




