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':haqk you for vour 1etter of Fﬂbruary 10 1977 w1th your commeﬁts o
] . regarding the ) or*herﬂ States Powe ;qaﬂnany (ASP) requests of Janaary»Si;'
Cm 1877, to aménd the Prairia‘island and Menticeilo operating licenses R
T with. respect’to fire detection and: 3r0tect1sn systems, Your comm@nts j‘ﬁ;‘"‘fga?j"p
were in regard to (1) détector: opnrahi]i (2) the- detegtor: <« -~ . . .7 Gl
functionability test cﬁedui; ard {3y requvrement o* ﬁhuto-electrlc
'anaciuy ﬁet@ctnrs as ue]‘ -as’ 1on dptectors. :

'ﬁf;Tae ameﬂdﬁent rnquesfs whicn genﬂratpd your CGﬂﬂEPLS are. parf of a’ |l
- comnlete firs protection review of the HSP nuclear plants. . This réview
. vias ﬁﬁgun wigh our -letter o, H&P- dated May 11, 1876. Our léetter of -
. September 38, 1976, requeéstad tna HSP- propose. Technical Swecifica?1cns R
. o~ for the existing f?r? protection system and our tetfer of Decémber- 4‘“" L
. 71978, enclosed. sample Technical Spcuificatvons to provide guxﬁancp. e ’
:;‘Accovgzng te ‘oup récords you should have recefved cepiﬁs ofrour . T
.. letters. The.danvary 31, 1977 amendnent requests are’ for. xechn1ca1 IR PR
- Specifications on-the . ﬂre sent fire protection systems in response RN T
our Septamber 38, 1976 'letter. and are an, interim measure il the
- fire hazards aﬁalv493 are completed. and our staff has ‘reviewsd and
- accepted them. At that time the Technical Specifications will be
v‘%reviseu to- 1tc1uﬁe ‘the revisions to thﬁ tire pvgtnc*1wn s;stems thet
;%esuiu rrcmrtﬂe revxews.: o : 4 B

CIm reaara io yoﬂr cnwwenta on tnn HQP anendﬂent request dat;d .

“.danuary 31, 1977, comments ) and 2 refor to’ the proposed. interim_

A,Techn1ca] Qpecificataons on the existing fire proueufvon qybtnﬂa. E

. These- pvo905ﬂd Technical Specifications are currenz}y ander review,

e will he' glaased to consider your comments-in.our review of tuese T

- proposed -interin Techiical Specificationss - %Gur comment .3 will. i_ ,7f .
.. be considered as a part-of thé review of ‘the. fire hazards. analyses ™~ . °
S .L‘vsinfe 1b representf & change to- the : x1s?.nq firr nrotectwon ¢y¢tem..,nrw;_*f%':
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i I trust that bb1s rep]y has baen re@pon51ve to your ccmmenfs,g"
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‘Mr. Victor Stello, Director - «
" Division of Operating. Reactors :
U.S&. Muclear Regulatory Commission
- Wiashington, D.C. 20555 R
Dear Mr. Stello: = e
- , . ' e T 3 o '
On January -31; 1977 Northern States Power filed requests to amend
the Monticello and Prairie Island licenses to incoxpcrate interiy’
operational ard surveillance requirements with réspect tc fire =
detection and protection systemns. DBecause koth submittals are sc

4

very similar, my .comments will apply to each except vhere notec.

o)

The Tech Spec requirement states that N-1 out of N detectors in
zone must be at all times operable. However, many zones are -
guarded by only one-detector. 1MNow admittedly some zones are of.
lesser importance, ‘but for those zones where fire could rore :
. seriously threaten safety systemns more than one detector should
~ be required. The Prairie Island cakle spreading room falls in
“this latter category. - r o . :

The Tech Spec functionakility test schedule, every 26 months at
Prairie Island and every 12 months at Mcnticello, appears to be
‘fpoo-lenient in view.of the few number of detectors in some zOnes.
" We do not know what to suggest for more frequent testirg, but we
“do note the Monticello plan to inspect and clean detectdrs every
six montrs.  If dirt ané dust accurmulaticn is art to be a twice

yearly problem to the point of requiring cleaning, then therec
appears to us a possibility for detector impairrent due to either
the dirt or the cleaning.  How dirty may a detector hecome Lefore
,impairment is sericus? In any event we would think function tests
should occur more frequently, perheps as oftcn-as the dirt
-inspecticn. o o : ‘

We note that for the most part ion detectors are relied upen to
. carry the burden of fire detection. We would suggest that in the
- critical plant zones that the photo-electic opacity detector
~_ type ke alsc required. = . s o L
 Sincerely, : .
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