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Regulatory Issue Resolution Protocol 
(RIRP)

History

– April 2010 - RIRP Rev. 0 issued

– 8/20/2010 – I-10-01 Top Nozzle SCC Problem Statement and 
Resolution Plan agreement – Public Meeting

– 8/4/2011 – N-10-01 Marine Atmosphere SCC Problem Statement and 
Resolution Plan agreement – NRC letter

– 2012 – Planned resolution of pilot issues

Purpose

– Provide structure to issue resolution

– Resolve issue in a timely manner

– Ensure durability of issue closure



Regulatory Issue Resolution Protocol 
(RIRP)

Industry experience and Lessons Learned

– Fully vetted Problem Statement and Success Criteria are essential – taking 
time here is worth it

– Method of obtaining NRC-Industry consensus is important – currently letters 
seem to work

– There are not enough Public Meetings – important for making progress on 
issue resolution

– Format of durable record still needs to be worked out

NRC feedback on RIRP protocol

– RIRP could be a way to achieve consistency and issue management

– Fully developed Problem Statement is essential

– NRC endorsement on industry proposed solutions essential

– Industry commitment to implement solutions is required for timely closure

– NRC may deviate from solution plans based upon new information

– NRC “concurrence” on issue summary forms is not formal or official, and 
indicates NRC is aware of and will in good faith work on solution plans



Regulatory Issue Resolution Protocol 
(RIRP)

Path Forward

– Close pilot issues

– Improve protocol based upon lessons learned

– Gain NRC-Industry support to implement as fully functioning protocol

– Use RIRP for resolution of more issues



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
Program

Purpose/Benefits of FAQ Program
– Provide forum for industry and NRC to submit questions that require 

clarification when no clear guidance exists

– Provide opportunity for industry to be involved in developing guidance 
and resolution on generic issues

– Provide means to resolve difference in interpretation of inspection 
procedure and regulatory guidance

Security FAQ Program Experience
– Successes

• Resolved ~20 issues in 2010

– Challenges

• Not all FAQs fit generic criteria

• Although expedited process, sometimes takes months or years to resolve



Potential Framework of Dry Cask Storage 
and Transport FAQ Program

Objective criteria for determining if issue is appropriate for FAQ Program

– Sufficiently generic 

– Not involved in unresolved inspection issues, enforcement actions, 
allegations

– Not covered by an existing regulatory process

– Would facilitate consistent implementation of industry or NRC guidance

P l t i d l d iPanels to review and resolved issues

– Industry panel

– NRC panel

– Permanent members, comprehensive experience, small group

Consensus, Approval  and Appeals

– Interface of panels to reach consensus

– SFST Deputy Director has final approval when panels have consensus

– SFST Director has final approval when panels do not have consensus

• Industry has right to appeal decision



Examples of FAQ Issues
Actual Security FAQ Examples
– Q: NRC Order and RG appear to have conflicting information on whether 

NRC approval is required for “alternative measures”.

– A: Provides direction on how new plants and existing plants would determine 
if NRC approval is required based upon Regulatory Requirements. 

– Q: An Inspection Procedure has a time based criteria, why does the RG not 
contain this criteria.

– A: There is no time based criteria in the Regulations.  The RG was developed 
after the IP.  The IP has been revised to remove the time based criteria.

Potential Dry Cask Storage and Transportation Examples
– Stack-up question on whether analytical approach could be performed under 

50.59/72.48

– RG 3.54 and NUREG/CR-6999

– Contents

– 72.48 type questions

– RAIs with generic implications



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
Program

Proposed Path Forward
– NRC and industry discuss, and come to agreement on whether there 

is merit in an FAQ program (4Q 2011)

– Industry develop an FAQ Program and propose it to NRC (1Q 2012)

– NRC feedback on proposed FAQ Program and NEI update (2Q 2012)

– Pilot the FAQ Program (3Q 2012)ot t e Q og a (3Q 0 )



Industry Developed Generic Issue 
Resolution Programs

RIRP and FAQ would address different types of issues

– RIRP is for more complex issues with longer resolution timeframes

– FAQ is for single faceted issues that can be resolved in short 
timeframes

RIRP and FAQ do not replace or pre-empt any NRC processes

– NRC processes are always the first to consider for an issue

– Industry processes are for issues that do not fall within an NRC 
process

Desired outcome of RIRP and FAQ

– Ensure that processes exist for issues of importance

– Provide structure to issue resolution

– NRC and Industry can reach consensus on interpretation

– Ensure a durable record is left behind.
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