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Historical Casework Cost Estimates 
 
The following table presents an estimate of the hours expended in the review of Spent Fuel Storage and Transportation Division licensing casework.  
These estimates are primarily based on the historical data from fiscal years 2008-2010.  Staff has aggregated the data into groupings by the type of 
casework.  The purpose of the table is to provide a “ball-park” estimate for applicants to assist in budgeting for their licensing applications.  The 
percentages, in particular, vary greatly depending on the project.  This table does not contain any estimate of contractor support for SFST reviews.  
 
The staff has identified that complexity of the licensing action and quality of the application are the two most significant factors affecting the range of 
hours within each type of casework. 
 
The NRC’s hourly rate charged for licensing action is published annually in 10 Code of Regulations Part 170, “Fees for facilities, materials, import 
and export licenses, and other regulatory services under the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended.”   
 

Casework Type 

(Storage)i 
Average Hours 
for Review 

Historical Range 
(hours) 

Estimated Hours by Review Milestones 

Acceptance 
Review 

Request for 
Additional 
Information 

Second Request 
for Additional 
Informationii 

Complete review (Issue 
SER/ CoC/License, etc) 

Spent Fuel 
Storage System 
New Application 

5240 5240 790 (15%) 1310 (25%) 1570 (30%) 1570 (30%) 

Spent Fuel 
Storage System 
Amendment 

1590 110-4400 238 (15%) 515 (32.5%) 317 (20%) 515 (32.5%) 

Spent Fuel 
Storage System 
Renewal 

No data for 
FY08-FY10 

     

New ISFSI (Site 
Specific) 

No data for 
FY08-FY10 

     

ISFSI 
Amendment 
(Site Specific) 

1620 390-3540 250 (15%) 570 (35%) 320 (20%) 490 (30%) 

ISFSI Renewal 
(Site Specific) 

790 790 120 (15%) 320 (40%) 0 (0%) 360 (45%) 

Exemptions (all 
types) 

120 110-130 35 (30%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 82 (70%) 
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Casework Type 

(Transportation)iii 
Average Hours 
for Review 

Historical Range 
(hours) 

Estimated Hours by Review Milestones 

Acceptance 
Review 

Request for 
Additional 
Information 

Second Request 
for Additional 
Informationiv 

Issue Safety Evaluation 
Report/CoC/ License 

Spent Fuel 
Transport New 
Application 

2600 1950 - 4850 390 (15%) 1040 (40%) 520 (20%) 650 (25%) 

Commercial 
Spent Fuel 
Transport 
Revision v 

620 150 – 2200 93 (15%) 310 (50%) N/A 217 (35%) 

Commercial Non-
Spent Fuel 
Transport New 
Application 

840 700 - 1250 126 (15%) 420 (50%) N/A 295 (35%) 

Commercial Non-
Spent Fuel 
Transport 
Revision v 

250 50 - 1150 37 (15%) 125 (50%) N/A 88 (35%) 

Non-commercial/ 
DOE Transport 
Revision v 

400 70 - 1500 60 (15%) 200 (50%) N/A 140 (35%) 

Transport 
Certificate 
Renewal 

25 10-250 N/A N/A N/A 25 (100%) 

 
                                                
i Casework Type for Storage: 

• Spent Fuel Storage System New Application  - New application for a Certificate of Compliance (CoC) for spent fuel storage cask designs for storing power 
reactor spent fuel in a complex that is designed and constructed specifically for storage of power reactor spent fuel and other radioactive materials 
associated with spent fuel storage. 

• Spent Fuel Storage System Amendment  - Amendment to existing CoC for spent fuel storage cask designs for storing power reactor spent fuel in a 
complex that is designed and constructed specifically for storage of power reactor spent fuel and other radioactive materials associated with spent fuel 
storage. 
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• Spent Fuel Storage System Renewal  - Application for Renewal of an existing CoC for spent fuel storage cask designs for storing power reactor spent fuel 
in a complex that is designed and constructed specifically for storage of power reactor spent fuel and other radioactive materials associated with spent fuel 
storage. 

• New ISFSI – New application for a site specific independent spent fuel storage installation (ISFSI).  An ISFSI is a complex designed and constructed for 
the interim storage of spent nuclear fuel. 

• ISFSI Amendment – An amendment to an existing site specific ISFSI license. 
• ISFSI Renewal – Application for renewal of an existing site specific ISFSI license. 
• Exemption – Request for exemption from the requirements of 10 CFR Part 72. 

ii Most casework is expected to require at most one Request for Additional Information (RAI), however, historical records indicate that many new applications and 
significant amendments require a second RAI letter.  In the event that a second RAI is necessary, the hours expended would be expected to exceed the average 
shown. 
iii Casework Type for Transportation: 

• Commercial Spent Fuel – Transportation packaging designed for commercial light water reactor fuel that has been withdrawn from a nuclear reactor 
following irradiation, has undergone at least 1 year's decay since being used as a source of energy in a power reactor, and has not been chemically 
separated into its constituent elements by reprocessing. 

• Commercial Non-Spent Fuel – Transportation packaging designed for source, special or by-product material other than spent fuel.  Typical types of 
content include fresh light water reactor fuel assemblies, solid or liquid radioactive materials for industrial, medical or research use, and contaminated 
waste materials for disposal. 

• Non-commercial/DOE – Transportation packaging designed by or for the DOE.  NRC review of these packages may be mandated by law or may be 
performed at the request of the DOE to support use by NRC licensees doing work with the DOE. 

• Renewal – Transportation Certificates of Compliance have 5-year expiration dates.  Renewal is the process of evaluating and issuing the Certificate for an 
additional 5-year period.  Changes to the package approval requested by the applicant would not be included in this row, instead the hours estimate would 
be in the appropriate type of revision.  Occasionally, there are regulatory changes or generic information that necessitate minor changes to the Certificate 
at the time of renewal which could be incorporated into the renewal, but these are unusual. 

iv Most casework is expected to require at most one Request for Additional Information (RAI), however, historical records indicate that many new applications 
require a second RAI letter.  For other than new applications, the second RAI is shown as not applicable (N/A); however, in the event that a second RAI is 
necessary, the hours expended would be expected to exceed the average shown. 
v The following estimates only include moderate amendments involving changes to 3 or more chapters in an application.  On a case-by-case basis, PMs will 
determine if simple amendments (e.g. changing drawing specifications, administrative changes, etc) warrant an acceptance review or if a technical review can be 
started immediately. 
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