May 28, 1985

Docket No. 50-263

Mr. D. M., Musolf

Nuclear Support Services Department
Northern States Power Company

414 Nicollet Mall - 8th Floor
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

Dear Mr. Musolf:

SUBJECT: NUREG-0737, ITEM II.F.2,
INADEQUATE CORE COOLING INSTRUMENTATION

Re: Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant

On October 26, 1984, the NRC staff sent Generic Letter (GL) No. 84-23
(Reactor Vessel Water Level Instrumentation in BWRs) to Northern States
Power Company and other BWR licensees. This generic letter outlined

the importance of reactor vessel water level instrumentation in BWRs. The
staff concluded that permanent physical improvements should be made on a
deliberate schedule to reduce the burden on the operator. Two improvement
categories were proposed that, if implemented, would result in increased
assurance that the level instrumentation will provide the inadequate core
cooling instrumentation required by NUREG-0737, Item II.F.2. Licensees
were asked to submit descriptions of plans to implement these improvements
and a proposed schedule.

By letter dated December 5, 1984, you responded to GL 84-23 and indicated
your plans to modify the Tevel column piping for the emergency core cooling
system (ECCS) and reactor protection system (RPS) initiating level
instrumentation to minimize the vertical drops inside the containment.

Your letter also stated your intention to replace the mechanical level
instruments associated with the above systems with analog transmitters and
trip units.

Your proposed schedule to complete the modifications during the refueling
outage for Cycle 13 which is expected to occur in mid-1987 is acceptable.
We understand that the necessary containment penetrations for the plant
modifications have already been installed.
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My. D. M. Musolf

This completes our review of NUREG-0737, Item II.F.2 for the Monticello

facility.

cc: See next page
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Sincerely,

Original signed by/

Domenic B. Vassallo, Chief
Operating Reactors Branch #2
Division of Licensing
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Mr. D. M, Mysolf
Mortherr States Power Companv
Montice!lo Nuclear Generating Plant

cc:

Gerald Charnoff, Esauire

Shaw, Pittman, Potts and
Trowkridge

12800 M Street, N, U,

Washington, D, C. 20026

ll. S. Nuclear Reaulatory Commission
Resident Inspector's Nffice

RBox 1200

Monticello, Minnesota 5K3A?

Plant Manager

Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant
Northern States Power Company
Monticello, Minnesota 553€?

Russell J. Hatling

Minnesota Fnvironmental! Control
Citizens Association (MECCA)

Energy Task Force

144 Melbourne Avenue, S. E.

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55113

Executive Director

Minnesota Pollution Control Aaency
1835 W. County Road R?

Roseviile, Minnesota 55112

Mr, Steve Gadler
7120 Carter Avenue
St. Paul, Minnesota 55108

Jobr W, Ferman, Ph.D.

Nuclear Encineer

Minnesota Pollutior Control Agencwy
1035 ¥, County Road B?

Roseville, Minnesota 55113

Commissioner of Health
Minnesota Nepartment of Health
717 Delaware Street, S. F.
Minneapnlis, Minnesota 55440

0. J. Arlien, Auditor

Wright County Board of
Commissioners

10 NW Second Street

Buffalo, Minnesota 55313

James G. Keppler

Regional Administrator

U. S. Nuclear Regulatorv Commission
Region TIT Cffice

799 Roosevelt Road

Glen E1Tyn, I11inois 601237



