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Northern States Power Company 

414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 55401 
Telephone (612) 330-5500 

January 10, 1984 

Director 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
U S Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555 

MONTICELLO NUCLEAR GENERATING PLANT 
Docket Nos. 50-263 License Nos. DPR-22 

Information Related to Fast Cold Starts of 
Diesel Generation (Generic Letter 83-41) 

In a letter dated December 16, 1983 from Darrell G Eisenhut, Director 
Division of Licensing, USNRC, we were asked to supply additional informa
tion related to Fast Cold Starts of Diesel Generators. We were requested 
to report how many times .in the past year (December 1, 1982 to December 

1, 1983) emergency diesel generators were subjected to a fast cold start 
(without prelubrication and warmup of any moving parts of the diesel 
generators). We were asked to provide data on a per machine basis, for 

each of the following three categories; (a) surveillance testing, (b) main
tenance activities, and (c) actual demands.

Monticello experienced seven fast, cold starts with 
diesel generators from December 1, 1982 to December 
starts can be broken down as follows: 

Unit #11

none(a) Surveillance Requirements 

(There would normally be one 
fast cold start per refueling 
outage but there were no re
fueling outages during this 
period.) 
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Unit #11 Unit #12 

(b) Maintenance Activities none none 

(There would normally not be 
any fast cold starts due to 
maintenance activities.) 

(c) Actual Demands 3 4 

(Includes accidental initiation, 
inadvertent start, undervoltage 
relay trip, and loss of voltage 
on 1AR transformer.) 

In addition there were thirty-one "cold" starts due to surveillance 

and maintenance requirements, but these are not considered "fast-cold" 

starts since the engines were not brought up beyond idle speed (400 RPM).  

The manufacturer (General Motors Diesel) does not recommend doing more 

fast cold starts than are absolutely necessary.  

It should be noted that the engines and the lubricating oil are main

tained in a warmed state (130'F), at all times, and that the lubricating 

oil is continuously circulated to the turbocharger and crankshaft 

bearings when these engines are at rest.  

Please contact us if you have any questions related to the information 

we have provided.  

David Musolf 
Manager - Nuclear Suppor ervices 

DMM/MMV/dab 

c: Regional Administrator-III, NRC 
Resident Inspector, NRC 
NRR Project Manager, NRC 

G Charnoff


