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Mr. L. 0. Mayer, Manager 
Nuclear Support Services 
Northern States Power Company 
414 Nicollet Mall - 8th Floor 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

RE: MONTICELLO NUCLEAR GENERATING PLANT 

Dear Mr. Mayer:
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On July 2, 1981, we sent a letter to all licensees who have requested approval 
to operate on a continuing basis at power levels above 50% with only one 
recirculation loop in the event the other loop is inoperative. You and other 
BUR licensees received a copy of one of these letters since we expect most BUR 
facilities would like to have this flexibility. In the letter we proposed a 
meeting to obtain a better understanding of what might have caused variations 
in jet pump flow and related parameters at Browns Ferry Unit No. 1 during single 
loop operation and how this incident should affect approval of single loop 
operation at other facilities.  

You have indicated to your NRC project manager that you are interested in 
attending the proposed meeting. The meeting will be held at 9:00 A.M., 
Wednesday, September 9, 1981 in room P-118, Phillips Building, 7920 Norfolk 
Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland. You are requested to advise your project manager 
of the people who will be attending this meeting from your organization.  

Sincerely, 

Original Signed by 
T, A. Ippolito 

Thomas A. Ippolito, Chief 
Operating Reactors Branch #2 
Division of Licensing

Enclosure: 
Meeting Agenda 

cc w/enclosure 
See next page 
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Proposed Meeting with BWR Applicants and 
Licensees on Single Loop Operation.  

Purpose of "'eeting: 1. To determine what may have caused the jet pump flow 
and other variations experienced by Browns Ferry Unit 1 
during single loop operation and 

2. Evaluate whether the Browns Ferry- experience should 
result in power limits for other BS4Rs operating on a 
single loop.  

Agenda: 1. Discussion of what may have caused the unexpected 
variations in operating parameters when Browns 
Ferry Unit 1 exceeded about 60 percent rated power while 
operating with only one recirculation loop.  

2. Discussion of parameters affected at Browns Ferry 1 
(i.e.,jet pump flow, neutron flux, core flow, core 
pressure drop, etc.) 

3. Discussion of whether the Browns Ferry I experience 
would be expected at other BWRs operating on one 

- recirculation loop. If so-..are safety limits likely to 
be violated or cause complications with respect to core 
stability, core flow symmetry, pump cavitation or damage 
to the jet pumps and reactor vessel internals.  

4. Discussion of the benefits vs. potential problems and 
cost of testing single loop operation in another BWR 
that is instrumented to detect what parameters are 
affected.  

5. Evaluation of whether single loop operation at power 
levels about 50 to E5 percent is a safe and prudent 
means of reactor operation.
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Mr. L. 0. Mayer 
Northern States Power Company 

cc: 

Gerald Charnoff, Esquire Mr. Steve Gadler 
Sahw, Pittman, Potts and 2120 Carter Avenue 
Trowbridge St. Paul, Minnesota 55108 

1800 M Street, N. W.  
Washington, D. C. 20036 

Arthur Renquist, Esquire 
Vice President - Law 
Northern States Power Company 
414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

Plant Manager 
Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant 
Northern States Power Company 
Monticello, Minnesota 55362 

Russell J. Hatling, Chairman 
Minnesota Environmental Control 

Citizens Association (MECCA) 
Energy Task Force 
144 Melbourne Avenue, S. E.  
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414 

Ms. Terry Hoffman 
Executive Director 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
1935 W. County Road B2 
Roseville, Minnesota 55113 

The Environmental Conservation Library 
Minneapolis Public Library 
300 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Resident Inspectors Office 
Box 1200 
Monticello, Minnesota 55362


