NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

June 12, 1979

Mr. James G. Keppler

Director - Region III

Office of Inspection and Enforcement
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
799 Roosevelt Road

Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137

Dear Mr. Keppler:

MONTICELLO NUCLEAR GENERATING PLANT
Docket No. 50-263 License No. DPR-22

The purpose of this letter is to advise you of our intended methods of
providing personnel respiratory protection and determining personnel
exposure to airborne radioactive materials during resurfacing of the
condensate storage tanks at the Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant.

In early July, 1979, the inside of the Condensate Storage Tanks at
Monticello will be painted. Preparation of the surface is required
prior to applying the paint. This will involve hydrolazing to remove
as much surface contamination as possible, and subsequent sandblasting
to properly prepare the metal, We have no data yet on actual surface
contamination levels inside the tank; however, best guesses place the
value somewhere between 105 - 106 dpm/100 cm? smearable contamination.
It is expected that respiratory protective devices will be necessary.

We feel the best type of respiratory protective equipment for such a

job is the Elwood Nuclear Safety-1560 air supplied suit. This suit does
not currently have a NIOSH approval. Our plans are to use the suit apply-
ing a protection factor of one. On the basis of air samples, we will allow
personnel up to 30 MPC-hrs. per week. If we determine it necessary for an
individual to work in the area an amount of time which would result in an
excess of 30 MPC-hrs. being received in one week, we will pull the individual
off the job when 30 MPC-hrs. are received. A Body Burden Analysis will be
performed on the individual and the results used to determine the MPC-hrs.
received, as allowed under Section C.2 of Regulatory Guide 8,15, "Acceptable
Programs for Respiratory Protection'.

Since no protection factor greater than one will be authorized for use of
the air supplied suit, it is felt that testing, or specific authorization
from the Commission, as specified in Section C.6 of Regulatory Guide 8.15,
is not required. ‘
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This work is expected to begin July 2, 1979.

If you require additional information on this proposed action, please
contact plant management directly.

Very truly yours,

A A k)

L J Wachter
Vice President - Power Production
and System Operation

cc: Mr G Charnoff




