
October 22, 1990 

. .0 
Docket No. 50-263 

Mr. Thomas M. Parker, Manager 
Nuclear Support Services 
Northern States Power Company 
414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

Dear Mr. Parker: 

SUBJECT: MONTICELLO - SAFETY EVALUATION REPORT - LOSS OF THERMAL MARGIN 
CAUSED BY CHANNEL BOX BOW (TAC NO. 76340) 

On March 20, 1990, the NRC issued Bulletin No. 90-02 "Loss of Thermal Margin 
Caused by Channel Box Bow." The bulletin contained reporting requirements 
applicable to BWR facilities using fuel channel boxes for a second bundle 
lifetime. You responded to the bulletin in a letter dated April 26, 1990, 
and provided additional information in letters dated July 27 and August 15, 1990.  

The staff has completed its review of the information you have provided and 
concluded that you are taking adequate measures to account for channel bow 
during Cycle 14. Our safety evaluation is enclosed. Please note that the 
safety evaluation states that reuse of channel boxes in future cycles must be 
evaluated by the staff on a cycle-specific basis. These evaluations must be 
completed prior to startup.

This action closes TAC No. 76340.  
action please contact me at (301)

If you have any questions concerning this 
492-3026.  

Sincerely, 

/S/ 

William 0. Long, Project Manager 
Project Directorate III-I 
Division of Reactor Projects - III, 
IV, V & Special Projects 

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure: 
As stated 

cc w/enclosure: 
See next page 
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Mr. Thomas M. Parker, Manager 
Nuclear Support Services 
Northern States Power Company 
414 Nicollet Mall 
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Dear Mr. Parker: 

SUBJECT: MONTICELLO - SAFETY EVALUATION REPORT - LOSS OF THERMAL MARGIN 
CAUSED BY CHANNEL BOX BOW (TAC NO. 76340) 

On Narch 20, 1990, the NRC issued Bulletin No. 90-02 "Loss of Thermal Margirn 
Caused by Channel Box Bow." The bulletin contained reporting requireroents 
applicable to BWR facilities using fuel channel boxes for a second bundle 
lifetime. You respcorded to the bulletin ir e letter dated April 26, 1990, 
and provided additional irformatior in letters dated July 27 and August 15, 199c.  

The staff has completed its review of the information you have provided and 
concluded that you are taking adequate measures to account for channel bow 
during Cycle 14. Our safety evaluation is enclosed. Please rote that the 
safety EVluetion states that reuse of channel boxes in future cycles must be 
evaluated by the staff on a cycle-specific basis. These evaluations must be 
corpleted prior to startup.  

This action closes TAC No. 76340. If you have any questions concerning this 
action please contact me at (301) 492-3026.  

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Willianm 0. Long, Project Manager 
Project Directorate III-1 
Division of Reactor Projects - III, 
IV, V & Special Projects 

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
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.0 
Mr. T. M. Parker, Manager Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant Northern States Power Company 

cc: 

Gerald Charnoff, Esquire 
Shaw, Pittman, Potts and 
Trowbridge 

2300 N Street, NW 
Washington, D. C. 20037 

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Resident Inspector's Office 
2807 W. County Road 75 
Monticello, Minnesota 55362 

Plant Manager 
Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant 
Northern States Power Company 
Monticello, Minnesota 55362 

Robert Nelson, President 
Minnesota Environmental Control 

Citizens Association (MECCA) 
1051 South McKnight Road 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55119 

Dr. John W. Ferman 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
520 Lafayette Road 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-3898 

Regional Administrator, Region III 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
799 Roosevelt Road 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137 

Commissioner of Health 
Minnesota Department of Health 
717 Delaware Street, S. E.  
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55440 

0. J. Arlien, Auditor 
Wright County Board of 

Commissioners 
10 NW Second Street 
Buffalo, Minnesota 55313



UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555 

October 22, 1990 

Docket No. 50-263 

Mr. Thomas M. Parker, Manager 
Nuclear Support Services 
Northern States Power Company 
414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

Dear Mr. Parker: 

SUBJECT: MONTICELLO - SAFETY EVALUATION REPORT - LOSS OF THERMAL MARGIN 
CAUSED BY CHANNEL BOX BOW (TAC NO. 76340) 

On March 20, 1990, the NRC issued Bulletin No. 90-02 "Loss of Thermal Margin 
Caused by Channel Box Bow." The bulletin contained reporting requirements 
applicable to BWR facilities using fuel channel boxes for a second bundle 
lifetime. You responded to the bulletin in a letter dated April 26, 1990, 
and provided additional information in letters dated July 27 and August 15, 199C.  

The staff has completed its review of the information you have provided and 
concluded that you are taking adequate m1easures to account for channel bow 
during Cycle 14. Our safety evaluation is enclosed. Please rote that the 
safety evaluation states that reuse of charnel boxes in future cycles must be 
evaluated by the staff on a cycle-specific basis. These evaluations must be 
completed prior to startup.  

This action closes TAC No. 76340. If you have any questions concerning this 
action please contact me at (301) 492-3026.  

Sincerely, 

William 0. Long, Project Manager 
Project Directorate 111-1 
Division of Reactor Projects - III, 
IV, V & Special Projects 

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

En clos ure: 
As stated 

cc w/ericlosure: 
See next page


