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Facsimile: (301) 415-5130 


Re: 	 Freedom ofInformation Act Request 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

On behalf of the Savannah Riverkeeper, and pursuant to the Freedom of 
Infonnation Act (<lFOIA"), 5 U.S.C. § 552 et seq., and the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (the "NRC") regulations codified at 10 C.F .R. part 9. subpart A. we 
respectfully request information related to groundwater monitoring for radionuc1ides at 
Southern Nuclear Operating Company, Inc.'s Vogtle Electric Generating Plant ("SNOC. 
PV") site in Burke County, Georgi~ which shall include, but not be limited to. the 
:allowing: 

1) 	 All documents, records, and conespondence related to, or created as a 
result of, the May 3, 2007 Vogtle Electric Generating Plant - Units 1&2 
Groundwater Monitoring Plan/or Radionuclides (NRC Accession No. 
0732405 80)~ and 

2) 	 Any record which documents actual implementation of a. groundwater 
monitoring plan for radionuclides at the SNOC~PV site; and 

3) 	 Any record which reports the results ofgroundwater monitoring for 
radionuclides at the SNOC-PV site; and 

4) 	 All documents, records, reports, correspondence which contain 
information concerning any samp ling or monitoring for radionuc1ides in 
groundwater at the SNOC-PV site; and 
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5) 	 Any other record which documents a presence of radionuclides in 
groundwater on the SNOC-PV site. 

In the event that any documents described above are held from publi.c release, 
please indicate the title, date, author and subject matter of the documen~ and the specific 
reason WIder 10 C.F.R. § 9.17 under which it is withheld. 

I hereby request a waiver of fees associated with complying with this request, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii) and 10 C.F.R. § 9.41. The Savannah Riverkeeper 
:juatifies for a fee waiver because furnishing the infonnation is likely to contribute 
significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the SNOC-PV site 
3l1d is not primarily in the commercial interest of the Savannah Riverkeeper. This claim 
is supported by the following facts: 

1. 	 The subject of the records requested concerns the operations and activities of the 
SNOC-PV site with regard to groundwater monitoring for radionucJides or any 
other radioactive constituents. Specifically, these records will reveal the 
Regulatory Commission's (the "NRC") oversight of such activities and 
operations by SNOC-PV regarding groundwater contamination within the State 
of Georgia. 

2. 	 The information that the Savannah Riverkeeper has requested is likely to 
contribute to an understanding ofNRC's oversight ofSNOC-PV's operations and 
activities regarding groundwater monitoring and contamination concerns by 
illustrating the actions and the steps NRC has taken to evaluate the state of 
groWIdwater beneath the SNOC-PV site. This serves the public interest by 
providing neighboring residents of the SNOC-PV site and citizens of the state of 
Georgia with information regarding potential radioactive contaminants in the 
groundwater which is used for human and agricultural consumption. 

3. 	 The Savannah Riverkeeper has the ability to disseminate the requested 
information, which will contribute to the public understanding of groundwater 
monitoring activities and contamination concerns at the SNOC-PV site and 
impact of the Plant Vogtle Project The Savannah Riverkeeper maintains a free 
and publicaLly accessible website (http:ltwww.savannahriverkeeper.org) that 
posts va1uable information concerning the Savannah River. The Savannah 
Riverkeeper will use the requested information on its website to educate the 
public about the Plant Vogtle Project and its effects on the environment. In 
addition, the Savannah Riverkeeper will disseminate the requested information 
through newsletters, emails, press releases and newspaper articles. 

4. 	 The disclosure of this information is likely to contribute significantly to the public 
tulderstanding ofNRC's oversight ofSNOC-PV's operations and activities 
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regarding grQundwater monitoring and contamination concerns. The information 
requested will reveal the ways in which the SNOC-PV has attempted to ensure 
that the Plant Vogtle Project complies with NRC regulations. The infonnation 
requested wiJI also reveal what obligations the NRC has put in place at the 
SNOC-PV site to perform groundwater monitoring for radionuclides, under 
which pennits, programs, or licenses it is required, and what the goals and 
motivation for the sampling program are. In addition, the requested records will 
shed light on potential groundYJ'ater contamination that has already occurred at 
the site, a concern shared by the NRC, Georgia Environmental Protection 
Division, Southern Nuclear Operating Company, Inc. , and SNOC-PV's 
neighbors at the Savannah River Site, overseen by the United States Department 
ofEnergy. 

5. 	 The Savannah· Riverkeeper has no commercial interest in the disclosure of this 
information. The Savannah Riverkeeper is a private, non-profit, 501(c)(3) river 
advocacy organization incorporated in the State of Georgia. The mission of the 
Savannah Riverkeeper is to protect the water quality of the Savannah River and 
the integrity ofits watershed, and to promote an enlightened stewardship of this 
unique heritage. 

6. 	 As noted above, the Savannah Riverkeeper has no commercial interest that 
weighs against the public interest in the disclosure of the requested information. 
The subject of the records requested concerns the operations and activities of the 
government. Specifically, these records will reveal SNOC-PV's groundwater 
monitoring activities and operations within the State of Georgia. 

Thank you in advance for your timely compliance with this request. If you have 
any questions or problems with this request, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
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