Docket No. 50-263 o JAN 5 1977

Morthern States Power Cowpany
ATTH: #r. L. 0. Mayer, HManager
Huciear Supnort Services
414 Hicollet #Hall - Eighth Floor
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

Gentlemen:

-

RE: MONTICELLO UNIT HO. 1

He have noted a potential deficiency in the method being used to

- confirm valve operability during periodic testing of Boiling Hater
Reactor {BWR) safety-relief valves. This deficiency concerns the
use of the safety-relief valve temperature indication as a positive
method of confirmation that a safety-reiief valve is open when
manually actuated during surveillance testing.

- He have found that an increased temperature indication may be
obtained at the safety-relief valve exit with the safety-relief
valve closed. This indicated temperature increase is the result
of steam vented through the valve actuation mechanism during the
surveillance test. In view of this finding, we have concluded
that a temperature increase at the valve exit, by itself does not
provide a positive means of verification that the safety-relief
valve has opened.

He have reviswed your Technical Specifications and have determined

that they do not provide adequate surveillance requirements to assure
safety-relief valve operability. Therefore, we require that vou
eliminate this potential deficiency in vour surveillance testing

program. You shouid propcse a chainge to your technical specifications
that provides a positive means of verification that the safety-relief
valve opens when tested as part of the Automatic Depressurization System,
An example of an acceptable method would involve the manual actuation of
each individual safety-relief valve at one or more specified pressures
and. observing a specified nininun compensating turbine bypass or throttle
valve closure or change in measured steam flow rate. f;7
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Please submit your propoesed Technical Specification changes within

60 days of your receipt of this letter. Your submittal should include
the basis for your proposal and in particular shoyld address the
adeqguacy of the method proposed to pesitively assess the opening

of safetv-relief valves.
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Sincarely,

Original signed by
Deonis I, Ziemany

Dennis L. Zigmann, Chief
Cperating Reactors EBranch #2
Division of Operating Reactors
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Horthern States Power Company -2 - JAN. 5 W77

ce:  Gerald Charpoff, Esaquire
Shaw, P1ittman, Pottis and
Trowbridge
1800 1 Street, N. W.
Hashington, D. C. 20336

Arthur Benguist, Esquire
ice President - Law
Horthern States Power Company .
414 Hicollet Hall
Minneapalis, Minnesota 55401

Howard J. Yogel, Esquire
Lagal Counsel

2750 Dean Parkway
Frinneapolis, Minnesota 55415

tr. Steve J. Gadler
2128 Carter Avenue
St. Paul, Hianesota 55108

He. Kenneth Dzugan

Environmental Planning Consultant
Office of City Planner

Grace Building

421 dabasha Streei

$t. Paul, Hinnasota 55107

Sandra S. Gardebring, Esquire
Special Assistant Attornsy Geherg)
Hinnesota Pollution Contro Agency
1935 K, County Road B2

Rosovilie, Minnesota 58113

Anthony Z. Roisman, Esquire
Roisman, Kessler and Cashdan

1325 15th Street, M. W., 5th Floor
Hashington, D. C. 20005

Tag Envircermental Conservation Librarj
Hinneapolis Public Library

309 Hicollet Mall :

#inneapolis, Hinnesota 55403
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