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Inspection Summary: 

Inspection On December 17-18, 1979 (Report No. 50-263/79-19 
Areas Inspected: Nonroutine, announced inspection of the licensee's 
response to IE Bulletin No. 79-19. The inspection involved 12 inspec
tor-hours on site by one NRC inspector.  
Results: No items of noncompliance or deviations were identified.
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DETAILS 

1. Persons Contacted 

*L. Eliason, Plant Manager 
*M. Clarity, Plant Engineering and Radiation Protection Superintendent 
*F. Fey, Radiation Protection Superintendent 
L. Nolan, Engineer 
J. Windschill, Health Physicist 
J. Peterson, Chemistry Coordinator 

The inspector also contacted several Radiation Protection Specialists 
during the course of the inspection.  

*Denotes those present at the exit interview.  

2. General 

This inspection, which began at 8:00 a.m. on December 17, 1979, was 
conducted to examine the licensee's response to IE Bulletin No. 79-19.  
In his response dated September 25, 1979, the licensee stated that 
actions required by sections 5 and 7 would be established and imple
mented by October 1, 1980. Therefore, several actions are being plan
ned at the time of this inspection. No problems were identified 
during this inspection.  

3. Regulations 

The licensee maintains a current set of DOT and NRC regulations con
cerning the transfer, packaging, and transport of low-level radio
active material.  

4. Waste Burial Requirements 

The licensee has current licenses and burial site criteria for the 
two radioactive waste disposal sites that they use, and a copy of 
the disposal contractor's radioactive material license.  

5. Procedures 

The licensee's operations manual contains procedures for handling, 
storage, transfer, and packaging of radwaste using the installed 
plant systems. Also, a shipping procedure describes the NRC and DOT 
shipping requirements and is written to apply to the types of mater
ials routinely shipped from the site. The licensee has also written 
and implemented several special procedures which cover the handling, 
packaging, and shipping of specific casks. These procedures include 
package inspection, tie-down, bracing, and shipping paper requirements.
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No significant problems were identified.

6. Training 

The licensee's training and retraining program for radwaste operators 
and radiation protection specialists includes instruction in NRC and 
DOT shipping regulations. In accordance with the licensee's response 
dated September 25, 1979, the licensee stated that appropriate train
ing in radioactive material shipping will be provided to operations 
and maintenance personnel by October 1, 1980. The licensee stated that 
a radiation protection specialist is being transferred to the training 
department to help upgrade training capabilities.  

No problems were identified.  

7. Audit Program 

The licensee stated that he will establish and implement a management
controlled audit program for radioactive material transfer, packaging, 
and transport activities by October 1, 1979, in accordance with his 
response dated September 25, 1979.  

8. Audit of Radwaste Program 

As required by IE Bulletin 79-19, the licensee performed a management 
controlled audit of the radwaste program. This audit, conducted on 
September 19, 1979, included a review of each 79-19 item. The single 
conclusion listed in the audit report concerned a recommendation that 
consideration be given to providing some degree of formalized training 
to personnel who assist in solid waste handling and shipping but are 
not part of the operator training and retraining programs. This 
matter is also discussed in Paragraph 6 above.  

No items of noncompliance were identified.  

9. Packaging and Package Inspection 

No waste packaging was in progress during the inspection, and no 
completed packages of UF solidified spent resin were on site. The 
inspector reviewed records of vacuum pumping routinely done on liners 
containing UF solidified resin to remove free-standing liquid. A few 
hours after each liner is filled, the installed air sparger is vacuum 
pumped. It is pumped again after at least a six-hour wait. According 
to the licensee, and review of licensee records, less than one quart 
of liquid has been pumped from each liner on the second pumping. No 
packages were opened.
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10. Designation of Responsibility 

Responsibilities for the safe transfer, packaging, and transport of 
radioactive materials are designated in Plant Procedures 4ACD-3.1 and 
4 AWI-3.1.1.  

11. Exit Interview 

The inspector met with licensee representatives (denoted in Paragraph 
1) at the conclusion of the inspection on December 18, 1979.  

The following matters were discussed: 

a. The purpose and scope of the inspection.  

b. The recent agreements made between the NRC and DOT and the 
changes to 10 CFR 71.5 and 71.7
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