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Honorable Ancher Nelsen 
House of Representatives 

Dear Mr. Nelsen: 

Thank you for your letter of September 22, 1970, transmitting a 
letter dated September 10, 1970, from Mrs. Daniel Klassen of 
Mankato, Minnesota. I am enclosing staff comments in response to 
concerns expressed by Mrs. Klassen.  

If I can provide any further information, please let me know.  

Sincerely, 

Original Signed by 
Chris L. 4-1-,son 

arold L. Price 
Director of Regulation 

Enclosures: 
1. Staff Comments w/encls.  
2. Ltr from Rep. Nelsen trans ltr 

from Mrs. Klassen 
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STAFF COMENTS IN RESPONSE TO LETTER FROM 
MRS. DANIEL KLASSEN, MANKATO, MINNESOTA 

One of Mrs. Klassen's questions was "Why is the AEC responsible for promot
ing and regulating atomic power"? 

During late 1969 and early 1970 the Congressional Joint Committee on Atomic 
Energy conducted public hearings on the environmental effects of producing 
electric power. I am enclosing Part 1 of these hearings, and I would 
particulatly call Mrs. Klassen' s attention to Commissioner James T. Ramey's 
testimony on pages 111-113 and 136-137 concerning AEC's role in promoting 
and regulating the uses of atomic power.  

Mrs. Klassen also asked "Why can't a state pass laws for stiffer regulations 
on nuclear power plants"? I am enclosing a copy of testimony by 
Commissioner Ramey before the Pennsylvania State Senate Select Committee 
investigating the effects of nuclear power plants on the environment. In 
his testimony, Commissioner Ramey discusses the role of states in regulat
ing nuclear power. In addition, with respect to the authority of the State 
of Minnesota to establish more restrictive standards regarding releases of 
radioactivity from nuclear power plants licensed by the AEC, this matter is 
now in litigation before the U. S. District Court, District of Minnesota, 
Third Division.  

Regarding radiation from nuclear power plants, the AEC limits on radioactiv
ity permitted in nuclear power reactor water effluents leaving a plant site, 
prior to dilution in a stream or other body of water, are such that a member 
of the public.could use the effluent as a source of drinking water through
out his lifetime without exceeding the FRC radiation protection guides for 
an individual in the population. Concentrations in the effluents are, of 
course, further reduced by dilution in the body of water into which they are 
discharged.  

Limits on rates of.releases of radioactive gases are based on.a conservative 
calculation which - at the point of highest radiation level averaged over a 
year, on or near the site boundary - would result in an exposure to an indi
vidual equal to the FRC radiation protection guide, if he remains on or near 
the site boundary for the entire year.  

Additional background information on the AEC's regulatory program as related 
to the control of releases of radioactivity in effluents from nuclear facil
ities is included in the enclosed print of Part 1 of the JCAE hearings.  
Your attention is called especially to Commissioner Theos J. Thompson's 
testimony on pages 175 through 194, Commissioner Clarence E. Larson's testi
mony on pages 238 through 276, and the testimony of Dr. Paul Tompkins,
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Executive Director of the Federal Radiation Council, on Pages 391 through 
415 of the print. This testimony discusses in detail sources of radioactive 
effluents from a nuclear power plant and how these effluents are processed, 
the bases for radiation protection standards, how these standards are 
applied as limits on normal releases of small quantities of.radioactive 
material, the results of environmental monitoring programs around nuclear 
power plants, and environmental research programs on the effects of radia
tion that are carried out by the AEC.  

Enclosures.  
1. Part 1, JCAE Hearings 
2. Commissioner Ramey's speech
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tongres of tfje Vniteb btates 

boue of Reprefentatibeo 

Iastjington, I.C.  

September 22, 196 70 

Congressional Liaison 
Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D.C.  

Sir: 

The attached communication 

is sent for your consideration.  

Please investigate the statements 

contained therein and forward me 

the necessary information for re

ply, returning the enclosed corre

spondence with your answer.  

ours truly, 

Ancher Nelsen M. C.
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Congressional Liaison 
Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20545
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