
       
      September 14, 2011 
 
Donna M. Janda, Regional State Agreement Officer 
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety 
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Region I 
475 Allendale Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406-1415 
 
Dear Ms. Janda: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to respond to the draft status (Agreement State Periodic Meeting 
Summary) for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Public Health’s Radioactive 
Materials Program.  This draft summary documents the results of the periodic review of the 
Massachusetts Agreement State Program which was held on August 1, 2011 in our offices in 
Charlestown, MA. 
 
Once again we would like to take this opportunity to thank you and the members of the Periodic 
Review Team for the thoroughness of this review and the professional manner in which it was 
carried out. 
 
We would like to begin by first commenting on the text of the summary report itself, followed by 
a description of actions , taken since the periodic review was held, that will strengthen the 
Radioactive Materials Unit. 
 
Our review of the text of the summary report identified two typographical errors, described 
below: 
 
Page 2, Discussion Section first paragraph, 2nd sentence which begins “Three recommendations 
were made by the IMPEP review team” contains a typographical error: “2002002 and 2006 
IMPEP reviews.”  This should state 2002 and 2006 IMPEP reviews. 
 
Page 2, Recommendation 1, 2nd paragraph which begins “Status: During Fiscal Year (FY) 2012, 
the RCP received…”  Since this is the first use of the acronym RCP it should be introduced and 
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therefore be changed to “the Radiation Control Program (RCP)”.The remainder of the summary 
report contained no factual errors or omissions.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the status summary report of our Agreement State 
Program.  We look forward to discussing the periodic meeting at the upcoming Management 
Review Board meeting. 
 
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Robert Gallaghar, Acting Director 
      Radiation Control Program 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Massachusetts Department of Public Health Radiation Control Program: 
Additional Activities of the Radiation Materials Unit 
 
The following describes additional steps taken by the RCP that will address issues 
identified in the original 2010 Integrated Materials Performance Evaluation Program 
(IMPEP) and in follow up to the recent Agreement State Periodic meeting on August 1, 
2011. In addition, we would like to clarify issues discussed in Recommendation #5 in the 
Periodic Meeting Report.  
 
Recommendation #1. Since the recent meeting with NRC, RCP has interviewed and 
made an offer of employment to a qualified candidate for a Clerk (Clerk IV) to work with 
the Radioactive Materials Unit. This position was upgraded from the clerical position 
vacated earlier in 2011 to recognize the need for greater technical capabilities for the 
person in this role. In addition, the application period for internal candidates for the 
position of an Environmental Engineer V, a newly created position that will serve as the 
Radioactive Materials Unit Manager to administer and supervise the Radioactive 
Materials Unit, closed on September 9, 2011 and steps towards hiring a qualified 
candidate continue on schedule.  
 
Recommendation #3. The Periodic Meeting Summary noted that RCP had completed 
two supervisor accompaniments in calendar year 2011. An additional accompaniment is 
scheduled for Friday, September 16, 2011, and in addition one is being scheduled for the 
end of September. RCP will remain on track to complete the remaining four 
accompaniments required in the last quarter of the calendar year.  
 
Recommendation #5. The Periodic Meeting Summary from NRC noted that RCP had 
reported seven events in NMED, with six of them reported in a timely manner. We would 
like to clarify the circumstances affecting reporting of the overdue report to the NRC. 
The original IMPEP review was performed on July 12-16, 2010, while the event in 
question was reported to RCP on June 10, 2010. The event in question involved the loss 
of I-125 brachytherapy seeds. RCP did not report the event until July 22, 2011. We agree 
that the report was slightly late, but ask that the review team consider the impact of the 
IMPEP review on program operations. In addition, we would like to note that no NMED 
reports have been late since that incident.  
 
Recommendation #5. We would like to report that significant progress has been made to 
ensure compatibility of RCP regulations with NRC regulations for radioactive materials. 
Following approval by the Massachusetts Public Health Council, draft regulations were 
submitted for public comment. A public meeting to hear comments on the proposed 
regulation changes was held on September 6, 2011, and at this time RCP is waiting to 
receive and review final written comments from the public. We would like to note that 
the vast majority of comments were related to x-ray and healing arts issues and not to the 
changes made to the regulations for radioactive materials for compatibility with NRC.  
 
 
 


