November 7, 2011

Mr. Cass R. Sunstein

Administrator, Office of Information
and Regulatory Affairs

Office of Management and Budget

Washington, D.C. 20503

Dear Mr. Sunstein:

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), | am responding to your
memorandum dated July 22, 2011, to the Heads of Independent Regulatory Agencies, about
Executive Order (EO) 13579, “Regulation and Independent Regulatory Agencies,” dated
July 11, 2011. Executive Order 13579 encourages independent agencies, such as the NRC, to
produce plans for the retrospective analysis of existing rules following the key principles of
EO 13563, “Improving Regulation and Regulatory Review,” dated January 18, 2011.

In response to EO 13579, the NRC has made available on its Public Web site,
http://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/plans-performance.html#rules, an initial Plan (enclosed)
addressing retrospective review of existing regulations. The NRC'’s initial Plan describes the
NRC’s plans, processes, and activities relating to retrospective review of existing regulations.
The NRC'’s processes include the opportunity for public comment on proposed rules and the
NRC’s petition for rulemaking process. The initial Plan includes a discussion of NRC’s ongoing
efforts to (1) incorporate risk assessments into regulatory decisionmaking, and (2) address the
cumulative effects of regulation.

On July 12, 2011, the NRC issued the report entitled “Recommendations for Enhancing
Reactor Safety in the 21st Century: The Near-Term Task Force Review of Insights from the
Fukushima Dai-ichi Accident.” The report is available online in the NRC Library at
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html, ML112510271. The Commission has recently
directed the NRC staff to engage promptly with stakeholders to review and assess the
recommendations of the Fukushima Task Force report for the purpose of providing the
Commission with fully informed options and recommendations. The Commission’s decision
about the options and recommendations contained in the Fukushima Task Force report may
substantially affect the NRC’s current high-priority rulemaking activities. Thus, it is not an
optimal time to solicit public comments on the initial Plan for retrospective analysis of
regulations.
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Once the Commission reaches a decision, the staff will revise this initial Plan as
appropriate. The agency will then update the initial Plan on the NRC’s Public Web site and
publish it for public comment, with a Federal Register notice announcing its availability for
comment. The NRC anticipates that this will occur in Calendar Year 2012. The staff will then
revise the Plan in response to public input. Once the Plan is finalized, the NRC will post it on its
Public Web site and publish another notice in the Federal Register announcing its availability.

The Commission is committed to maintaining an effective and efficient regulatory
process that is open and transparent.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Gregory B. Jaczko

Enclosure:
As stated
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