
1

From: Allen Kurta [akurta@emich.edu]
Sent: Friday, July 09, 2010 5:58 PM
To: Weeks, David A.
Subject: Re: Potential for Indiana Bat Habitat, Monroe County, MI

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Although I can't say without seeing the site, it is quite possible that the bat is there. It occurs much farther to
the north and there are records from the neighboring counties, with 2 extant colonies known in adjacent
Lenawee Co. Limited bat catching has ever taken place in Monroe County, so the lack of a record for that
county does not mean much. "Large bottomland forests" are not a prerequisite for the I bat (did you get that
from Carter's paper?), but blocks of forest with dead trees are. There are 7-8 things that I consider when I do
a habitat evaluation.

I would suggest a habitat evaluation by someone familiar with I bats--that would tell you if there is habitat there
and how much, which then would be the basis for deciding how much mist netting would have to occur. On
the other hand, you can just assume that all habitat is good and go straight to netting based on USFWS
guidelines (I just finished a netting project at a wind farm that did that).
----- Original Message -----
From: "David A. Weeks" <DWeeks@ene.com>
To: akurta@emich.edu
Sent: Friday, July 9, 2010 4:21:52 PM GMT -05:00 US/Canada Eastern
Subject: Potential for Indiana Bat Habitat, Monroe County, MI

Dear Dr. Kurta:

Tameka Dandridge of the USFWS office in East Lansing, referred me to you.

My firm is a subcontractor to Argonne National Laboratory and I am writing a part of the Draft EIS for the
Fermi 3 Nuclear plant in Monroe County, Michigan. According to the USFWS guidance on determining the
potential for presence of the Indiana bat, trees with exfoliating bark with significant solar exposure are needed.

There are many dead green ash trees on the site in blocks in excess of 30 acres. I was on the site about 18
months ago, but I can’t say for certain that many of the trees were 9 inches or more in diameter, but I’d say
there probably are trees that large with good exposure. According to the FWS guidance, as I understand it,
that would lead to the conclusion that mist netting following USFWS protocol would be required in order to
draw conclusions about the impact of the project on the Indiana bat.

The location of the Fermi site, which is adjacent to Lake Erie, but not near large bottomland forests, seems to
be less than ideal, but seems to support the conclusion of “needs mist netting”. Do you have any knowledge
of the site and/or the presence of the Indiana bat in the vicinity that would verify or contradict this conclusion?

I would appreciate any light you could shed on this issue.
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Sincerely,

David A. Weeks
Ecology and Environment, Inc.
368 Pleasant View Drive
Lancaster , New York 14086
716-684-8060, ext. 2550
www.ene.com

--
Dr. Allen Kurta
Professor and Coordinator of Graduate Studies Department of Biology
316 Mark Jefferson
Eastern Michigan University
Ypsilanti, MI 48197 U.S. A.
Voice: 734-487-1174
FAX: 734-487-9235


