
 
 
 

December 2, 2011 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
Chairman, Committee on Environment  
   and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.  20510 
 
Dear Madam Chairman: 
 
 On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am responding to your 
letter of August 26, 2011, regarding NRC actions to ensure the safety of Americans from threats 
posed by nuclear facilities following a natural disaster, such as an earthquake or hurricane.  
Answers to your specific questions are included as an enclosure to this letter.  In addition, the 
NRC was able to brief your staff on September 1, 2011, regarding the recent earthquake in 
central Virginia and more broadly on seismic safety issues. 
 
 We appreciate hearing your views and thank you for your interest in these matters.  
Please be assured that the NRC will take all actions necessary to adequately protect public 
health and safety.  If you have any additional questions, please contact me or Ms. Rebecca 
Schmidt, Director of the Office of Congressional Affairs, at (301) 415-1776. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
       /RA/ 
 

Gregory B. Jaczko 
 

 
Enclosure:  
As stated 
 
cc:  Senator James M. Inhofe 
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