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Definition

The Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program defines law enforcement officers as
individuals who ordinarily carry a firearm and a badge, have full arrest powers, and are
paid from governmental funds set aside specifically for sworn law enforcement
representatives.

User's note

Because of law enforcement’s varied service requirements and functions, as well as
the distinct demographic traits and characteristics of jurisdictions, readers should use
caution when drawing comparisons between agencies’ staffing levels based upon
police employment data from the UCR Program. In addition, the data presented here
reflect existing staff levels and should not be interpreted as preferred officer strengths
recommended by the FBI. Lastly, it should be noted that the totals given for sworn
officers for any particular agency reflect not only the patrol officers on the street but
also officers assigned to various other duties such as those in administrative and
investigative positions and those assigned to special teams.

Data collection

m Each year, law enforcement agencies across the United States report the total number
of sworn law enforcement officers and civilians in their agencies as of October 31 to the
UCR Program.

= Civilian employees include personnel such as clerks, radio dispatchers, meter
attendants, stenographers, jailers, correctional officers, and mechanics provided that
they are full-time employees of the agency.

Summary overview
= Atotal of 14,169 city and county agencies provided data on the number of full-time law
enforcement officers in 2008.

= Cities with less than 10,000 residents reported an average of 3.5 officers per 1,000
inhabitants, the largest officer to individual rate among city population groups. (See
Table 71.)

= County agencies reported an average of 2.8 officers per 1,000 inhabitants. (See Table
1)

= |n 2008, sworn officers accounted for 69.2 percent of all law enforcement personnel in
the United States. (Based on Table 74.)

= The rate of full-time law enforcement employees (civilian and sworn) per 1,000
inhabitants in the Nation was 3.6; the rate of sworn officers was 2.5 per 1,000. (Based
on Table 74.)

What you won't find on this page

Line-of-duty deaths of police officers. The annual UCR publication Law Enforcement
Officers Killed and Assaulted contains extensive information on line-of-duty deaths
(felonious and accidental) and assaults on local, state, tribal, and federal officers. The
publication can be found at www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm#leoka.
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Table 76

Full-time State Law Enforcement Employees

by State, 2008

Data Declaration Download Excel

Total law Total officers Total civilians
enforcement

State Agency employees Male Female Male Female

ALABAMA Department of Public Safety 1,411 713 16 189 493
Other state agencies 251 195 10 7 39

ALASKA State Troopers 567 324 15 107 121
Other state agencies 9 5 0 1 3

ARIZONA Department of Public Safety 2,152 1,176 68 372 536
Other state agencies 68 29 2 21 16

ARKANSAS State Police 957 527 23 119 288
Other state agencies 52 37 2 7 6

CALIFORNIA Highway Patrol 10,677 6,516 629 1,603 1,929
Other state agencies 1,123 846 231 8 38

COLORADO State Patrol 1,007 698 49 79 181
Other state agencies 78 15 3 39 21

CONNECTICUT State Police 1,796 1,157 85 235 319
Other state agencies 38 27 1 8 2

DELAWARE State Police 919 604 75 109 131
Other state agencies 642 282 89 61 210

FLORIDA Highway Patrol 2,089 1,376 179 173 361
Other state agencies 3,165 1,274 173 602 1,116

GEORGIA Department of Public Safety 993 765 22 127 79
Other state agencies 1,303 437 57 318 491

IDAHO State Police 462 257 11 55 139

ILLINOIS State Police 3,532 1,897 228 529 878
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Table 77

Full-time Law Enforcement Employees
by State, 2008

Data Declaration Download Excel

Total law Total officers Total civilians 2008
enforcement Number of estimated

State employees Male Female Male Female agencies population

ALABAMA 16,172 9,988 787 2,005 3,392 350 4,437,374
ALASKA 1,963 1,144 116 234 469 43 686,293
ARIZONA 22,912 11,520 1,380 4,537 5,475 95 6,382,545
ARKANSAS 9,678 5,560 504 1,326 2,288 275 2,850,876
CALIFORNIA 123,506 70,594 10,692 14,739 27,481 459 31,804,738
COLORADO 16,859 10,117 1,491 1,711 3,540 224 4,869,988
CONNECTICUT 10,657 7,845 787 812 1,213 102 3,501,252
DELAWARE 3,159 1,998 298 323 540 52 871,838
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 5,190 3,455 1,000 291 444 2 591,833
FLORIDA 73,872 38,114 6,362 10,849 18,547 402 18,297,732
GEORGIA 33,209 20,514 3,775 2,996 5,924 427 8,931,253
HAWAII 3,795 2,687 310 245 553 4 1,288,198
IDAHO 4,461 2,512 174 520 1,255 106 1,519,310
ILLINOIS 52,561 31,496 5,752 7,392 7,921 749 12,846,505
INDIANA 15,877 9,690 770 2,469 2,948 222 5,623,508
IOWA 8,031 4,770 398 1,093 1,770 232 2,967,083
KANSAS 10,284 6,198 613 1,416 2,057 331 2,550,708
KENTUCKY 10,188 7,275 534 1,026 1,353 365 4,141,804
LOUISIANA 22,621 13,960 3,346 1,586 3,729 200 4,293,435
MAINE 2,961 2,107 138 308 408 133 1,315,497
MARYLAND 20,797 13,538 2,081 1,988 3,190 132 5,456,159
MASSACHUSETTS 20,173 15,250 1,359 1,490 2,074 331 6,281,021
MICHIGAN 26,495 17,010 2,494 3,028 3,963 618 9,948,437
MINNESOTA 13,697 7,805 1,063 2,005 2,824 320 5,145,905
MISSISSIPPI 8,243 4,648 429 1,271 1,895 167 2,489,444
MISSOURI 20,319 13,039 1,398 2,231 3,651 578 5,860,645
MONTANA 2,661 1,545 106 445 565 104 931,062

NEBRASKA 4,810 3,106 385 342 977 165 1,770,070
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NEVADA 8,841 5,194 534 866 2,247 37 2,600,167
NEW HAMPSHIRE 3,373 2,367 199 245 562 147 1,156,970
NEW JERSEY 42,022 29,640 2,739 3,669 5,974 546 8,400,257
NEW MEXICO 5,765 3,730 390 548 1,097 97 1,805,058
NEW YORK 80,949 52,722 8,607 5,780 13,840 342 18,103,583
NORTH CAROLINA 32,028 19,488 2,563 4,368 5,609 499 9,189,952
NORTH DAKOTA 1,673 1,110 114 179 270 100 640,830
OHIO 31,469 19,541 2,309 4,014 5,605 607 9,715,611
OKLAHOMA 11,553 7,002 693 1,578 2,280 304 3,642,361
OREGON 9,965 5,276 614 1,702 2,373 202 3,752,587
PENNSYLVANIA 29,641 22,290 2,698 1,792 2,861 937 9,356,098
RHODE ISLAND 3,240 2,403 180 299 358 48 1,050,788
SOUTH CAROLINA 15,316 10,061 1,288 1,395 2,572 381 4,479,234
SOUTH DAKOTA 2,273 1,347 85 344 497 142 800,171
TENNESSEE 25,067 14,016 1,513 4,366 5,172 449 6,209,570
TEXAS 87,479 46,909 5,766 14,755 20,049 1,004 24,229,899
UTAH 7,719 4,362 344 1,516 1,497 131 2,735,255
VERMONT 1,299 874 81 116 228 43 271,869
VIRGINIA 23,748 16,265 2,193 1,446 3,844 279 7,767,656
WASHINGTON 14,980 9,605 1,000 1,471 2,904 245 6,538,812

WEST VIRGINIA®
WISCONSIN 18,648 11,230 1,808 2,061 3,549 376 5,607,356

WYOMING 2,029 1,285 107 153 484 65 528,864

1 No 2008 police employee data were received for the state of West Virginia.
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Provides the methodology used in constructing this table and other pertinent information about this table.
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