
Detroit Public Schools 
Office of the Emergency Financial Manager 

Robert C. Bobb 

May 3,2010 

Dear Parents: 

Every day that our team goes about our work making tough decisions in the Detroit Public Schools, 
we ask this question: "Is it good for the kids?' We conduct our work with the constant knowledge that 
children are the center of our universe. And for the last year, my team and I have worked passionately 
and given every ounce of energy to create centers of excellence for every student, every day at every 
school in every neighborhood throughout Detroit. 

We are completely and totally focused on the children. 

We want you to know that we will also redouble our efforts to communicate directly with you, our 
parents, especially in light of all of the continued changes taking place in Detroit Public Schools, as 
well as the ongoing legal challenges and other efforts to stop our forward progress. It has never, ever 
been clearer that defenders of the status quo will continue to be relentless in their own efforts to block 
the momentum toward transforming our schools into centers for 21"' Century Teaching and Learning. 

Last week we prepared an overview and comprehensive documents to share in a public setting with 
the Board of Education that would detail the plans for facilities and academics to support that goal. 
Regrettably, we were blocked fiom doing so by those who, instead, sought to create a circus-like 
atmosphere and one in which we cannot possibly have the important discussions around these critical 
issues. And while these plans have been made public 'and placed on the district website and elsewhere 
for several weeks, I would like to share with you directly the vision and the processes used to develop 
our plans for facilities and academics. 

Facilities Plan 

Closing schools is not a decision that I take lightly. It is difficult for the students who attend those 
schools and it is difficult for the impacted communities. Yet, given the financial condition of the 
school district as well as the overwhelming demographic trends, school closures are an unpleasant but 
necessary reality for the Detroit Public Schools. The draft plan we developed would save the district 
$3 1 million annually. 

Since the mid 1950s Detroit's population has declined fiom a high of 1.9 million to 951,000 in the last 
census. Similarly, the Detroit Public Schools has seen a decline in student enrollment. Kindergarten 
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enrollment, for example, has declined fiom 16,046 in 1994 to 6,039 in 2009. Given this decline, the 
school district has closed more than 100 schools since 2004. Even with these closures, however, there 
remain over 50,000 excess seats through the Detroit Public Schools. 

This reality drove my decision to develop a multi-year approach to the district's facilities. At the 
beginning of the process, my team and I developed seven core principles that guided our discussions. 
They are: 

1. Designing schools based on how students learn and teachers teach 21" century education; 
2. Building flexible, adaptable and sustainable learning environments; 
3. Supporting smaller learning environments; 
4. Developing multi-use facilities that support community use and partnerships; 
5. Incorporating non-traditional spaces within schools to broaden curriculum opportunities and 

make education more relevant; 
6. Creating an educational marketplace where all schools provide students with high quality core 

curriculum and value added learning experiences that meet current and fbture college and 
workforce readiness demands; and 

7. Creating healthy safe and energy efficient schools to support the learning environment. 

Our criteria included the cost of operations, educational and program performance, demographic 
trends, facility condition and facility investment needs. We also looked at the utilization rate for each 
facility, proximity to alternative locations, and consistency with our academic plan for 2lSt century 
teaching and learning, potential community partnerships, neighborhood assessments and access to 
neighborhood resources. 

In November we began to collect data. Specifically, we looked at enrollment vs. capacity, birth rates, 
planned developments by the City-of Detroit as well as a number of factors such as those previously 
mentioned like academic performance and demographic trends. In February we established our 
guiding principles, determined our closure criteria, engaged key internal department leaders and 
evaluated every school for possible closure against the guiding principles and closure criteria. 

At the conclusion of our analysis, we developed a multi-year facilities plan. In 2010 this plan 
contemplates closing 44 buildings and 1 administrative building. It would reduce space by 3.2 million 
square feet and reduce excess capacity by 33,000 seats. 

In March we began an extensive community engagement process. We have held 9 town hall meetings 
and received 40 presentations fiom impacted schools. Additionally, I have held 28 individual school 
meetings and will hold 11 more by May 3d, and have received hundreds of emails, letters, and phone 
calls. And I have attended both alumni and community group meetings. This process has been 
extremely enlightening and, as a result, I plan to present a revised closure list to the community this 
month. 
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The facilities plan is not a plan to close schools. Rather, it is a plan that is focused on placing children 
in the very best learning environments available in our school system both now and in the fbture as a 
result of our investment of $500.5 million in new construction or renovations of existing buildings. 
Additionally, this plan contemplates, should the leadership of the school district and the residents 
agree, for additional capital funding that would place our students in the very best buildings and 
facilities that we can build. 

Academic Plan 

Our academic plan for 21St century teaching and learning details how the district's financial resources 
will be invested and spent to support our core function of educating children. It identifies and 
describes the necessary and required academic components that will allow our district to eliminate 
unnecessary expenditures while increasing teaching and learning across the district. It will also 
significantly reduce unnecessary and too often expensive purchases all in the name of academic 
growth and development. 

The academic plan also details how initiatives will be implemented. The most important facet in the 
plan is consistency across instruction. This has historically been lacking in the Detroit Public Schools 
and it is essential for increasing efficiency and effectiveness. 

This plan is an inclusive plan and incorporates recommendations fiom experts around the country, the 
Governor's transition team report as well as the recommendations from the Council of Great City 
Schools report, which is a requirement of the consent agreement between the State of Michigan and 
the Detroit Public Schools that was signed prior to my arrival. Had these recommendations been 
adopted sooner by the Detroit Public Schools, I would not be here and there would be no need for an 
Emergency Financial Manager. Our academic plan is not only researched-based but is based on best 
practices. 

Following recommendations from those reports, our academic plan includes five pillars. 

The first is teaching and learning. The core components of this pillar include high level content and 
performance standards, rigorous curriculum, aligned assessments, and instructional approaches that 
meet students' needs. 

The second pillar is safe schools and a market place of choice. Included in this component is a zero 
tolerance policy for enforcing the student code of conduct; ensuring school facilities are clean safe and 
inviting; ensuring that schools are organized to meet the diverse needs of our students in a market 
based approach; and providing school support for students and families. 

The third pillar is committed and talented staff. While we have some excellent and committed staff 
currently in the district, we have put emphasis on recruiting the best and most talented staff to interact 
and teach our children. Every child deserves the best we have to offer and we owe it to our children to 
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ensure that we are attracting the best talent ftom the city of Detroit, the State of Michigan and the 
nation. We also have to provide professional learning opportunities so that our staff are implementing 
best practices in the classroom. Additionally, we have to redesign our central ofice so that it is no 
longer the center of attention but that it is supportive of the needs and operations of the school 
buildings and school communities. 

Fourth is accountability and achievement. We have to have professional accountability through 
professional evaluations and clear performance objectives. And we have to assess and provide quality 
reporting on the progress that our students make throughout the school year and adjust instructional 
practices as necessary to ensure that every child gets the quality education they deserve. As you know, 
this year we implemented an enhanced benchmark assessment system that is designed to track student 
progress throughout the school year so that teachers can more accurately adjust instruction to meet the 
needs of each individual child. Our children deserve this differentiation and we owe it to them to 
employ every tool we can think of to make sure they get the quality education they deserve. 

The fifth pillar is family and community support and empowerment. We have to encourage 
parents and the community to have meaningfbl engagement with our schools. In addition, we have to 
invite our parents of infants and toddlers to attend classes to learn about early language development 
and socialization, so that students enter Pre-K ready to learn and prepared to participate fblly. 

Through the 5 pillars, our academic plan defines at every step of the road the investments needed to 
make these initiatives possible. This plan was developed to ensure that our resources were spent 
effectively and to ensure that we were making the investments necessary to bring the Detroit Public 
Schools education systems into the 21" century. 

While a recent court ruling has placed these efforts in jeopardy, I will do everything in my power to 
ensure your children's success. 

Our 2010 Summer Program will include a managed literacy and mathematics curriculum for grades 
Pre-K through 8 to ensure that all children are receiving the same high-quality instruction based on 
their needs. Current 8th graders will have an opportunity to begin their 9th grade experience prior to 
the start of the regular school year. Students will attend their assigned high school for a week to 
familiarize them with the campus, meet their teachers, learn study skills, take pre-tests and begin 
developing important relationships with their teachers and peers. 

Our five-year academic plan raises the expectations and provides the resources and road map to 
excellence for all. Starting this fall, the initiatives in our plan, if approved, would include: 

Time for reading expanded to 120 minutes in Pre-K through 8th grade, with skills reinforced through 
an arts program 

Additional language courses, offered in both traditional and virtual settings 
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Advanced Placement courses available to students at every high school, not just the specialty or 
application schools 

Pre-Algebra in 7th grade 

Parent/family university 

More dual enrollment programs, developed in partnership with area universities 

Extended day programs to help students who are behind recover credits so they can graduate on time 

Increased student participation in apprenticeships, internships, shadowing and mentorships 

A schooYfamily compact that outlines shared responsibilities 

Friday in College program that allows middle and high school students to spend time on a college 
campus and exposes them to post-secondary options. 

At the school board meeting on April 30, in an effort to ensure that valuable programs would not be 
delayed or reduced by the court challenges, we prepared resolutions which the Board could have 
discussed and approved that would have allowed for all aspects of a comprehensive summer school, as 
well as the quarterly assessments, to move forward. The first is a resolution to amend the judge's order 
to allow the enhanced summer school program that is proposed in our academic plan to move forward. 
Last year's program was a major success and this year's program promises to be even more rooted in 
an overall academic and investment strategy and more successful. 

The second resolution is a resolution to amend the judge's order so that the benchmark assessments 
can continue as scheduled. As you know, these assessments will set the foundation for the summer 
school teaching and learning plan and will be critical to identieing what materials were most absorbed 
by students this school year. As you are aware, the concept of benchmark assessments is not new to 
the district. In fact, it is my understanding that the district has been using assessments since 1964 as 
benchmarks for student learning. 

I welcome your feedback on these important initiatives as we move forward. Please contact me 
anytime at robert.bobb@detroitk12.org or (3 13) 870-3772. 

Sincerely, 

Robert C. Bobb 
Emergency Financial Manager 
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Detroit Public Schools

Master Facilities Plan
1. Academic Rebirth: Supporting the District’s Academic Plan.

2.   Facility Renewal: Build and Modernize Facilities for all DPS students.

3.   Fiscal Responsibility: Eliminate empty spaces and reduce costs.

4.   Neighborhood Focus:  Support all Detroit Neighborhoods with quality schools.

5.  Safety and Security: Invest over $41 million in security upgrades.



Academic Rebirth

• Full Implementation of PK-8 Program 

Throughout District

• P-14 Campuses with Dual Enrollment and 

College Suites

• Support of District Marketplace of Educational 

Options

• P-12 Specialized Programs for Arts, 

Communications, Math, Science and 

Technology



Fiscal Responsibility

• Reduce space by over 4 million square 

feet

• Reduce Annual Operating Costs by $31 

Million from 2010 school closures

• Reduce Maintenance Costs with New 

and Renovated Facilities 



Neighborhood Focus

• Strengthen neighborhoods with over $1 Billion 

invested

• P-14 and P-20 Educational campuses

• Quality PK-12

• Dual enrollment for college credits

• Lease space for Community Colleges and 

Universities to offer Bachelor’s and advanced 

degrees to the community

• Virtual and Distance Learning Centers

• Athletics, Health Clinics and Community Use 

Spaces



Facility Renewal

• Phase I: Invest $500.5 Million from Proposal S 

Funding

• Phase II: Future Investment of $500 Million

• Eliminate Obsolete Facilities, Improve Learning 

Environment for Every Child

• 75% of Students in New or Major Renovation 

School



Safety and Security

• Provide Essential Safety and Security at Every 

School and Safe Pathways to School

• Invest $41 Million in Security Upgrades and a 

new DPS Security Command Center

• Leverage Technology to Provide Full Campus 

Surveillance and 24 Hours A Day Coverage

• Preserve District Assets



School Closure Process



Data Gathering

Data Gathering
(November-

January)

• Enrollment vs. Capacity

• Demographic Trends

• Academic Performance

• Birth Rates

• Facility Condition, Capital Needs, Prior 
Investment         

• Neighborhood conditions

• City of Detroit Planned Developments

• Community Partnerships

• Cost of Operations

• Identify Competition



Evaluate

Evaluate
(February)

• Establish Guiding Principles

• Determine Closure Criteria

• Engage Key Department Leaders

• Evaluate Every School for Possible 
Closure Against Guiding Principles 
and Closure Criteria



Public Engagement

Public Engagement

(March-April)

•Preliminary Closure 
Candidates (March 17th)

•Town Hall Meetings For 
Important Feedback

•Refine Closure List



Final Decision

Final Decision • Mid April



Guiding Principles

1. Design schools based on how students learn and teachers teach 21st Century Education.

2. Build flexible, adaptable and sustainable learning environments.

3. Support Smaller Learning Environments.

4. Develop Multi-Use Facilities that support Community Use and Partnerships. 

5. Incorporate non-traditional spaces (i.e., museums) within schools to broaden curriculum 

opportunities and make education more relevant.

6. Create and Educational Marketplace where all schools provide students with high quality 

core curriculum and value added learning experiences that meet current and future college 

and workforce readiness demands.

7.    Create healthy, safe and energy efficient schools to support the learning environment.



Closure Criteria

• Educational Program and Performance

• Demographics Trends

• Facility Condition and Facility Investment Needed

• Utilization of the Facility

• Financial – Cost of Operations

• Proximity to Alternative Locations

• Consistency with Master Academic Plan

• Community Partnerships

• Neighborhood Assessment

• Access to Neighborhood Resources



Demographic Trends

• Detroit Public Schools anticipate a significant enrollment 
decline at all levels during the next five years.

• SEMCOG projects that both school-aged population and 
population in general is decreasing in southeast Michigan.

• Birth rates have declined significantly. 

• School-aged population in DPS will continue to decline

• Kindergarten enrollment has declined from 16,046 in 1994 
to 6,039 in 2009.

• DPS Students move frequently between schools both within 
the district and outside of DPS demonstrating short student 
tenure.

• Despite the closure of over 100 schools since 2004, there 
remain over 50,000 excess seats throughout the District.



Citywide Population Decline

• The City of Detroit population has declined from a high of 1.9 

million in the 1950s to 951,000 in 2000.  

• The 2010 Census could show a decline to 800,000 residents.



Births Are Declining in the City of Detroit and This 

Produces an Associated Decline in Kindergarten 

Enrollment



Overall District Enrollment Decline

• Enrollment 

is Declining 

Dramatically

• Families are 

Relocating 

Elsewhere

• Birthrates 

are 

Declining

• Affects All 

Schools



Declining Kindergarten Enrollment

Kindergarten enrollment has declined from 16,046 in 1994 to 6,039 in 2009.   

Given the declining birth rate, this decline should continue into the future. 



Elementary School Enrollment



Middle School Enrollment



High School Enrollment



Declining Market Share

• Detroit Public Schools Market Share Averaged 73% 

in 2002

• Charter, Church & Private Schools are Competing 

with Public Districts Nation-wide

• Current Estimates = 70% or Less



Intergovernmental Efforts

• The District Continues to Work Closely 

with the City of Detroit to Address the 

Common Goals of Both Agencies to:

– Deliver High Quality Services

– Develop Community Resources in Carefully 

Targeted Areas



Revitalization Target Areas



Master Facilities Plan
Neighborhood Investment and Action Steps



Existing Neighborhoods



New Neighborhoods



Current Osborn Neighborhood



Osborn Neighborhood

Phase I

• The old Osborn High will be closed and upper school students will finish at 

Pershing, Denby and other schools.

• The small schools at Osborn will move to Brenda Scott, which will house 

three high schools with about 300 students each. 

• Brenda Scott Middle School will close. The current middle school students 

will transition through the three high schools, with grades phasing out each 

year until there are only high school students.

• The older building on the Law PK8 campus will be renovated for middle 

school students.

Phase II

• A new prek-8 school will be built on the Osborn site. Wilkins and Fleming 

will close and those students will attend the new school.

• A new prek-8 school will be built at or near the Trix site. Pulaski and Trix will 

close and those students will attend the new school.

Total Capital Investment: $69.5 Million



New Osborn Neighborhood



Current Pershing Neighborhood



Pershing Neighborhood

Phase I

• Mason Elementary will close and its boundary will be divided between Van 

Zile/Farwell and Nolan PK-8. Nolan has been renovated over the last 

several years and Van Zile will be renovated.

• Detroit High School of Technology, which is inside Pershing, will be moved 

to King High School and consolidated with similar programs to bolster that 

school’s technology offerings.

Phase II

• A new Pershing PK14 campus will be built on the Cleveland/White campus 

site. The 81-year-old Pershing building will be demolished. 

• DPS will build a new PK8 school at the Cleveland/White site. Students from 

Davison and White will attend the PK8 new school.

• The older building at Greenfield Union PK-8 will be renovated.

Total Capital Investment: $90.8 Million



New Pershing Neighborhood



Original Denby Neighborhood



Denby Neighborhood

Phase I

• As part of the $500.5 million bond program, the community will see a $25 

million investment in Denby High School, an 81-year-old school. Denby has 

a capacity for 1,896 students and currently has an enrollment of 1,058 

students. 

Phase II

• By 2015, Denby will be expanded into a PK-14 campus with a new PK-8 

building added to it’s campus.  Carleton (65 years), Wayne (81 years) and 

Brewer (82 years) will be combined into this new facility. 

Total Capital Investment: $62.2 Million



New Denby Neighborhood



Current Finney Neighborhood



Finney / East English Village 

Neighborhood

Phase I

• A new Crockett High School will be built on the old Finney campus 

and the programs at Crockett, which are open to all students in the 

District, will be expanded.

• Ron Brown Academy, a PK6, will be expanded to a PK8 with a new 

middle school addition. 

• Hamilton will close.

• Hanstein and Clark will close. 

• A new PK-8 school will be created on the Clark site with a new 

addition for grades 6-8.

• Finney at McNair will be closed in June 2012 and the students may 

attend the new Crockett.

• The older building at Marquette PK8 will be renovated. 

Total Capital Investment: $74.2 Million 



New Finney Neighborhoods



Kettering / Airport Neighborhood

Phase 1

• The community will see the closure of Kettering, a 45-year-old building that 

is in poor condition with the capacity of 2,101 students and an enrollment of 

878 students. Students will have the opportunity to finish high school at 

Southeastern, Pershing or Osborn. 

• Kettering West will relocate to the former Rose school until funding for a 

new facility is identified.

Phase 2

• The Kettering West Program will relocate to a new Special Education 

facility. 

• A.L. Holmes will be replaced by a new PK-8 school located at or near the 

Davis Aerospace site, and Davis Aerospace will be rebuilt with a PK-14 

aerospace/aviation-theme. 

• A new Blackwell / Hutchinson PK-8 will be built on the original Chandler 

site.

Total Capital Investment: $123.8 Million



Current Southeastern 

Neighborhood



Southeastern Neighborhood

Phase I

• The 95-year-old Carstens Elementary building will be 

closed.

Phase II

• Nichols will receive a new gym and media center 

addition. The existing building will be completely 

renovated.

• Moses Field will be replaced with a brand new facility 

that will serve the special needs population.

Total Capital Investment: $12.1 Million



New Southeastern Neighborhood



Current King Neighborhood



King Neighborhood

Phase I

• A new P-14 campus will be built on the Martin Luther King High site.  

• The high school, which will open in September of 2011, will house  1,314 

students and will incorporate a S.T.E.M. Program. 

• A new P-8, called Chrysler School of Journalism, will open in September 

2012.

• Duffield and Chrysler sites will close in 2012.

• Campbell Elementary will close in 2010.

• Bunche Elementary will be closed in 2010. 

Phase II

• Spain will become home to a new PK-14 program focusing on health 

sciences and performing arts as part of the Michigan Futures Grant. Spain 

will get a new PK8 building. 

Total Capital Investment: $155.3 Million



New King Neighborhood



Northwestern Neighborhood



Northwestern Neighborhood
Phase I

• Northwestern HS will close and a new Detroit High School Academy for Accelerated 

Options, will be created and receive a $10 million investment in the facility. 

• Jamieson, a 49-year-old building in poor condition, and Thirkell, a 96-year-old 

building in poor condition, will close.

• Malcolm X Academy, a school with low enrollment, will close and students will have 

the opportunity to attend other African-centered programs. Burton International will 

relocate to the Owen Academy building, a larger facility with a swimming pool and 

better amenities. The Owen Academy program will close.

• Frederick Douglass Academy will become a PK-14 – male single gender school and 

Detroit International Academy will become a PK-14 – female single gender school. 

• Sherrill PK-8, an 87-year-old school, will close.

• McKinney Day Treatment and Crosman Alternative schools will close.

Phase II

• A new sports complex will be developed at the Northwestern campus. 

Total Capital Investment: $10.8 Million



Current Central Neighborhood



Central Neighborhood

Phase I
• The community will see a rebranded Central High School program. The 

school will become the Central Collegiate Academy PK-20 campus, a post-

secondary incubator for community and four-year colleges. Distance 

learning programs for college credit will be offered for high school students.

• Durfee will be rebranded as the PK-8 component of the Central Collegiate 

Academy PK-20 campus. Glazer Elementary, a 43-year-old building in poor 

condition with a capacity for 490 students but an enrollment of 276 students, 

will close and students will be assigned to Thurgood Marshall Elementary 

School.



Central Collegiate 

Neighborhood



Current Mumford Neighborhood



Mumford Neighborhood

Phase I

• The community will see a new $55 million Mumford High School rebuilt on the 

existing Mumford campus. 

• Shultze, built in 2002, will be restored to PK-6 grade configuration. 

• Barbara Jordan Academy will be rebranded into the new University District 

Preparatory Academy PK-8. 

• Bagley will close.

• Hally Magnet Middle School will close.

• MacDowell Elementary, a 70-year-old building in poor condition, will close and 

students assigned to Vernor and Pasteur Elementaries. MacDowell students who 

qualify may enroll at Bates Academy.

Phase II

• The community will see a new a new PK-8 University District Preparatory Academy 

replaced on the current site. Bates Academy will be rebuilt with a new PK-8 facility on 

the current site

Total Capital Investment: $124 Million



New Mumford Neighborhood



Cooley Neighborhood

Phase I

• Cooley High, an 83 year old building in poor condition, and the third largest 

school in the District, will be closed and students may enroll in Cody, Ford 

and Central Collegiate Academy. Cooley was built to house 3,012, but only 

has 1,049 students.  In future years, students may benefit from a new High 

School at the Mackenzie site.

• Communication Media Arts, a 52-year-old building in poor condition, will 

close and students may enroll in The Detroit School of Arts, which was built 

six years ago. 

• Crary Elementary, which is well under capacity and is in a 72-year-old 

building, will close and students will attend Coleman Young Elementary 

School, which is in a bigger building that has been losing students.

• Bethune ELC and Bethune Academy will close and those students will be 

assigned to Fitzgerald PK8, which is in a bigger, newer building.

• Dossin Elementary,a 61 year-old building in poor condition, will close in 

2010.



Original Ford Neighborhood



Ford Neighborhood
Phase I

• The community will see $20.6 million in improvements to Ford High School

• Emerson will be reconfigured from a PK-5 to PK-8. The district will invest in the older 

portion of the building, which will be renovated during the Summer of 2010 to serve a 

middle school population.

• Holcomb will close.

• Coffey PK-8 will close. 

• McKenny Elementary will close.

• Bow will be reconfigured as new PK-8 school.

• A new PK-8 campus will be created: Detroit School of the Arts West – Langston 

Hughes Campus, consisting of the former Taft Middle School and Charles Wright 

Academy.  Facility improvements will support this robust Arts and Communications 

program.   

• The Langston Hughes Academy building will close.

Phase II

• The community will see Ludington Magnet 5 – 8 School expand to a PK-8 Program. 

The facility will be renovated and/or an addition will be constructed to accommodate 

the elementary grades.

Total Capital Investment: $31.5 Million



New Ford Neighborhood



Current Cody Neighborhood



Cody and Brightmoor Neighborhood

Phase I

• Harding PK-5 will close in 2010.

• Vetal and Gompers Elementary schools will close in 2011.

• A new Samuel L. Gompers PK-8 school will open on the former Harding 

campus in September 2011.

• Burt Elementary, which is operating 50 percent below capacity, will close.

• McColl Elementary, which is operating below capacity, will close.

• The Lessenger PK-8 program will close.

• A new Dixon PK-8 program will be created in the former Lessenger building 

and the former Dixon building will close in 2010. 

Phase II

• A new Mae C. Jemison PK-8 school will be built at its current location.

• Carver PK-8 School will receive major improvements.

Total Capital Investment: $96.5 Million



New Cody Neighborhood



Cody / MacKenzie Neighborhood

Phase I

• The community will see a new $32 million PK-8 building which will be built on the 

MacKenzie campus. MacKenzie High School will be demolished and a new 

MacKenzie PK-14 campus will be designed.

• Drew K-8, a 40-year-old school in poor condition with a capacity for 915 students and 

an enrollment of 388, will close.

• MacFarlane, an 85-year-old school which has capacity of 646 students and 

enrollment of 295, will close. 

• Barton and Parker, which are also older, inefficient buildings, will close and be 

consolidated when the new PK-8 is built in 2012. 

• Sherrill, an 87-year-old building in poor condition, will close in 2010.

Phase II

• The community will see a new PK-14 campus including a small high school on the 

former MacKenzie HS site. (Partnerships will be formed with private entities on this 

site)

Total Capital Investment: $75.4 Million



New Mackenzie Neighborhoods



Southwestern Neighborhood
Phase I

• A new $18.4 million Munger PK-8 school will be built on or near the Wilson 

Playground. 

• The district will demolish the Chadsey/Munger site and preserve it for future use.

• O.W. Holmes and Logan will be closed in 2012. The buildings are 93 and 85 years 

old, respectively, and both are in poor condition. 

• Mark Twain Academy will receive upgrades and enhancements.

• The original Mark Twain site will be demolished and the site preserved for future use.

• In 2010, Southwestern High School will be utilized as a 6-12 school.

• Southwestern High School will be closed in 2011 and students may enroll in Western 

International and elsewhere. The school building is 95 years old and is operating at 

less than 50 percent of capacity.

• The closure of Southwestern will coincide with the opening of a 500-student addition 

at Western International High and the opening of the new Maybury PK-8.

Phase II

• A new PK-8 school will be built to replace older facilities.

Total Capital Investment: $102.9 Million



Current Western Neighborhood



Western Neighborhood

Phase I

• The community will see the development of a PK-14 campus at Western 

International.  The District is expanding and improving Western High School 

to accommodate 2,300 students at an investment of $28.6 million.

• Maybury, a small, overcrowded building, and Earhart, a 45-year-old building 

in poor condition, will be closed and a new PK-8 school will be built on the 

Earhart site adjacent to the Western International PK-14 campus.  Earhart 

will relocate to the Southwestern building for one year when the new PK-8 

opens at the Earhart site in September of 2011.

• Westside Multicultural will close and students will be offer enrollment at 

Burton International at Owen.

Phase II

• Older facilities in the neighborhood will receive capital improvements. 

Total Capital Investment:  $82 Million



New Western Neighborhood



Fine Arts Schools

Phase  I

• The community will see a completely enhanced and coordinated districtwide PK-14 

Arts program.

• Detroit School of Arts East – Duke Ellington Campus will be created at the former 

Beckham school in 2011.

• In 2010, on the West side, Detroit School of Arts West – Langston Hughes Campus 

will be located in the new PK-8 campus where Taft and Charles Wright Academy are 

located.  The Lower School will be in the Charles Wright building and the Upper 

School will be in Taft.

Phase II

• Detroit School of Arts Central – Charles Spain Campus (Replacement School).

When completed, all three PK-8 Arts Schools will prepare students for entry into the 

Detroit School of Arts High School.



Alternative Schools

Phase I

• The community will see four alternative high schools close and a new 

district-wide program called the Detroit High School for Accelerated Options 

will be developed in the Northwestern HS location, beginning in Septermber 

2010.

• A new Catherine Ferguson facility for pregnant teens will locate to the 

Westside Multicultural building. Students from the Nancy K. Boykin and 

Catherine Ferguson academies will be served by this school.

Total Capital Investment: $10 Million



Special Education Schools

Phase I

• McKinney Day Treatment program will move from the Crosman building into the 

Turning Point Academy building, which is already serving special needs students.

• Oakman Orthopedic School will be receive improvements.

• Cooley North Students will relocate to the Jerry White Center.

• Day School for the Deaf students will relocate to Edmonson and other facilities.

• DTC East and DTC West will be combined into a new special education transition 

center.

Phase II

• A new K-12 special education center for multi and severely handicapped students will 

be built in a central location, allowing older facilities to close.

Total Capital Investment: $35 Million



Other Facilities

Phase 2

– Central Office relocation to the former 

Northwestern HS building.

– City-wide sports complex.



Data 



Questions



Adjourn

• Thanks for your attention!
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