
 

 

NRC FINAL RULE CHANGES DEFINITION OF CONSTRUCTION  

FOR MATERIALS APPLICANTS 

 

 The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has amended its regulations for nuclear materials 

licenses to change the meaning of “construction” and “commencement of construction” and 

allow applicants for some materials licenses to conduct certain site-preparation activities before a 

license is issued. 

 

 The changes apply to the licensing and approval processes for byproduct, source and 

special nuclear material licenses and irradiators. They make the definition of “construction” and 

“commencement of construction” consistent with NRC regulations for nuclear power plant 

applicants and licensees as amended in 2007. Previously, applicants for uranium recovery, fuel 

cycle facilities and other materials facilities had to apply for exemptions to conduct site 

preparation activities similar to those that power plant applicants are allowed to perform. 

 

 The final rule does not include a “limited work authorization” provision similar to that in 

NRC regulations for nuclear power plants.  

 

 The changes were included in a final rule published today in the Federal Register. The 

changes become effective Nov. 14. A proposed rule was published July 27, 2010, for public 

comment. 

 

 

### 
 

News releases are available through a free listserv subscription or by clicking on the EMAIL UPDATES 

link on the NRC homepage (www.nrc.gov). E-mail notifications are sent to subscribers when news releases are 

posted to NRC's website. For the latest news, follow the NRC on www.twitter.com/NRCgov. 

 

 

 

NRC NEWS 

U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
Office of Public Affairs              Telephone: 301/415-8200 

Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 

E-mail: opa.resource@nrc.gov  Site: www.nrc.gov 

Blog: http://public-blog.nrc-gateway.gov 

  

No. 11-174 September 15, 2011 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-09-15/pdf/2011-23628.pdf
http://www.nrc.gov/
http://www.twitter.com/NRCgov
mailto:opa.resource@nrc.gov
http://www.nrc.gov/
http://public-blog.nrc-gateway.gov/

