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This document summarizes the discussions and conclusions of a meeting held between the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) and Widetronix staff regarding the licensing and device 
registration process for a beta-voltaic device containing tritium for electric power generation. 
 
Attendees: 
 
NRC  
Duncan White, Chief, ASPB/MSSA/FSME 
Kevin O’Sullivan, Chief, RB-B/DIL/FSME 
Daniel Collins, Deputy Director, Region I/DNMS (on conference call bridge line) 
John Jankovich/FSME    
Stephen Poy/FSME   
John O’Donnell/FSME 
Tracey Stokes/OGC    
Monica Orendi/Region I (on conference call bridge line)  
Donna Joustra/Region I (on conference call bridge line) 
 
New York State Health Department (on conference call bridge line) 
Robert Dansereau/Deputy Director  
Desmond Gordon 
 
Widetronix 
Jonathan Greene/CEO   
Christopher Thomas   
Samuel Portnoff 
 
Summary: 
 
On September 1, 2011, the NRC staff and representatives of Widetronix, located in Ithaca, NY, 
held a meeting to discuss the licensing and device registration requirements for a new concept 
of using tritium in a beta-voltaic device to generate electric current.  The specific objective of the 
meeting was to discuss the regulatory framework for such an application of radioactive material 
because the use of radioactive material for electric current generation is outside the scope of 
the regulations currently in effect, i.e., 10 CFR 31.5.  
 
The representatives of Widetronix presented an overview of the design and questions about the 
regulatory requirements (see presentation slides below).  After the presentation the NRC staff, 



with support from the New York State Health Department staff, discussed the issues regarding 
the application process for such a new product.  The NRC staff also outlined how members of 
the public could request changes to the regulations, how a license applicant such as Widetronix 
could request an exemption from the regulations, and the compatibility of the Agreement State 
regulations with those of the NRC.   
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