August 30, 2011
Mr. Joseph Litz
#807 4247 Locust St.
Philadelphia., Pa. 19104
Dear Mr. Litz:
I am writing in response to your letter sent to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
and other government agencies and officials regarding your ideas for the development and use
of flat, flexible piping, including in the context of nuclear power plants. We appreciate you taking
the time to write to the NRC with details about this concept.
You should be aware that while the NRC oversees the safe operation of U.S. nuclear power
plants, it does not operate them. As such, the agency is not in a position to render decisions on
the purchase and use of specific types of new technology. Rather, the NRC develops
regulations related to nuclear plant safety and then carries out inspections to ensure compliance
with them. That said, we will forward your letter to our Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research
for its consideration as it continues to explore new approaches and standards for enhancing
nuclear safety, particularly in the wake of the events at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power
plant in Japan earlier this year.
Again, thank you for the explanation of your idea and for your concern about the need for safety
improvements in the area of nuclear power and other industries.
Sincerely,
/RA/
Neil Sheehan
NRC Public Affairs Officer
Region I Office
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