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Introduction

• The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff 
has an acceptance review process for non-power reactor 
licensing applications
– license amendment
– other action that requires NRC approval prior to implementation

• The acceptance review process identifies majorThe acceptance review process identifies major 
information gaps and inconsistencies with regulatory 
requirements
– more efficient use of NRC resources
– more predictable licensing process

• Other parts of the NRC use similar processes
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Objectives

• Inform licensees about the acceptance review process
– What is it?
– Why is it done?
– How does it work?
– What are the criteria?
– How can it affect licensees?How can it affect licensees?

• Encourage early and frequent communication between 
licensees and the NRC licensing project managers
– What is the action?
– What is the schedule?
– What are the regulations and guidance?

• Address the concerns of the licensed community about 
the large number of requests for additional information 
(RAIs)  associated with licensing actions
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Acceptance Review Process

• What is it?
– a formal, high-level review of an application for a licensing action
– a review of the application against the regulatory requirements
– a tool to identify major problems early

• Why is it done?
– to reduce the number of RAIs for licensing actions– to reduce the number of RAIs for licensing actions
– to determine whether an application reasonably appears to contain 

sufficient technical information, both in scope and depth, for the 
NRC staff to complete the detailed review and render an 
independent assessment of the proposed action with regard to 
applicable regulatory requirements and the protection of public 
health and safety, the environment, and security

– to increase NRC’s efficiency when reviewing licensing applications
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Acceptance Review Process

• What are the criteria?
– Regulations covering administrative requirements for submitting 

applications

• 10 CFR 50.90, “Application for Amendment of License…”

• 10 CFR 50.4, “Written Communications”

Applications must be sent to the Document Control Desk– Applications must be sent to the Document Control Desk

– If application is on paper, it must be the signed original

– The application must be submitted by:

Mail: ATTN: Document Control Desk, U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission. Washington, DC 20555-0001; or

Hand delivery to NRC offices at 11555 Rockville Pike, 
Rockville, MD between hours of 8:15 a.m. and 4 p.m. ET; or

Electronic submission following guidance in 10 CFR 50.4 (a) 
(NRC Help Desk: 866-672-7640, Mon.-Fri. 8am-8pm EST)
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Acceptance Review Process

• What are the criteria?
– Regulations covering administrative requirements for submitting 

applications

• 10 CFR 50.30, “Filing of Applications for Licenses; Oath or 
Affirmation”

• 10 CFR 2 390 “Public Inspections Exemptions Requests for10 CFR 2.390, Public Inspections, Exemptions, Requests for 
Withholding”

– Information included in application that is security, sensitive 
or proprietary that submitter wishes to be withheld from 
public disclosure must be marked in accordance with 10 CFR 
2.390 If application is on paper, it must be the signed original

– The procedure for such submittals is contained in                 
10 CFR 2.390(a)
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Acceptance Review Process

• What are the criteria?
– Regulations covering information required in applications

• 10 CFR 50.33, “Contents of Applications; General Information”

• 10 CFR 50.34, “Contents of Applications; Technical Information”

• 10 CFR 50.36, “Technical Specifications”

• 10 CFR 50.80, “Transfer of Licenses”

• 10 CFR 50.82, “Termination of License”

• 10 CFR 50.90, “Application for Amendment of License…”

– The NRC staff uses a standard review plan to review applications

• Applications that don’t conform to the guidance generally take 
longer to review

• Applications that don’t conform to the guidance must still contain 
detailed information and an evaluation of how the information 
demonstrates compliance with the regulations
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Acceptance Review Process

• What are the criteria?
– If after reviewing the requirements for an application they are 

unclear, communicate with the NRC project manager
– Example of information for a license amendment

• Proposed change and why the change is requested

• Whether it is a temporary or permanent change

• Discussion of current license condition or technical specification

• The effect of the change on the purpose of the license condition or 
technical specification involved

• Supporting safety analysis including a discussion of the analytical 
methods, input parameters, and assumptions used and whether they 
are different than those previously used

• Evaluation of whether the proposed change continues to meet the 
requirements of the regulations and license conditions

• Change pages of the technical specifications

• Requested timeframe for obtaining the amendment
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Acceptance Review Process

How does it work?

• Step 1:  NRC Review of the Application (30 days)
a. Review the application against the regulations pertinent to the 

requested licensing action.

b. Does the application identify guidance used to prepare the 
application?application?

c. Review the application against the guidance (e.g. NUREG-1537), 
for completeness of scope.

d. Determine if significant analyses or evaluations missing.

e. Review for depth of information.  Is significant information missing 
(judged by number of RAIs needed to fill missing information)?

f. Did the licensee identify calculations or analyses not yet 
performed?
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Acceptance Review Process

How does it work?

• Step 2:  Address the Insufficiency (5 days)
a. Independent NRC peer review to confirm the insufficiency.

b. Discussion of the insufficiency with licensee.

c. The licensee has an opportunity to comment on the insufficiency 
or provide the location of the information in the application.

d. The NRC project manager and the licensee discuss a course of 
action.
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Acceptance Review Process

How does it work?
• Step 3:  Courses of Action

a. Unacceptable with No Opportunity to Supplement

– If the acceptance review determines that the application is  
insufficient and the insufficiency cannot be resolved in a 
reasonable timeframe, the application may:, pp y
• be returned to the licensee as unacceptable for review under 

10 CFR 2.101, “Filing of Application”
• be withdrawn by the licensee under 10 CFR 2.107, 

“Withdrawal of Application”
– Example:  The licensee needs 6 months to supplement the 

application with an accident analysis required to justify a 
licensed power increase

– Early communication with the NRC project manager should 
help to avoid this course of action
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Acceptance Review Process

How does it work?
• Step 3:  Courses of Action

b. Unacceptable with Opportunity to Supplement

– If NRC staff believes the application can be supplemented within a 
reasonable timeframe, (30 days, although NRC discretion and 
judgment may allow variance)

– NRC will review supplemental information (5 days)pp ( y )
• If acceptable, full review will commence
• If supplemental information is unacceptable, NRC may cease 

review under 10 CFR 2.101, “Filing of Application”
• If supplemental information is not timely, NRC may deny 

application under 10 CFR 2.108, “Failure to Supply Information
• Licensee can request to withdraw under 10 CFR 2.107

– Example:  Licensee provides omitted figures within 15 days
– Frequent communication with the NRC project manager should help 

in providing timely, acceptable information
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Acceptance Review Process

How can it affect licensees?

• More predictable licensing
– An application with the information necessary for NRC review 

generally requires fewer RAIs and less uncertainty about the time 
needed to provide responses 

A full review of an acceptable application uses less NRC and– A full review of an acceptable application uses less NRC and 
licensee resources and reduces delays for other licensees 
requesting licensing actions 

• Denial and withdrawal of applications
– Denial or withdrawal of an application can cause delays in 

intended licensee actions.  Example:  Withdrawal of an 
amendment for a new experiment facility could delay 
commissioning of the facility
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Communication

• Early communication 
– If the requirements for an application are unclear, communicate 

with the NRC project manager before submitting the application

– If the licensing action is needed by a certain date, communicate 
with the NRC project manager well in advance

• Frequent communication• Frequent communication
– When supplementing an application, communicate frequently 

enough to keep the NRC project manager aware of progress

• The NRC staff will hold itself accountable for meeting 
agreed upon schedules, and expects licensees to do the 
same.  If other priorities or resource demands impact 
schedules, this should be communicated promptly.
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Key Messages

• The NRC will use the acceptance review process for 
applications for amendments and other licensing actions

• The acceptance review process can benefit both the 
NRC and non-power reactor community

• Communicate early and frequently with the NRC project 
managermanager

• Provide feedback about the process to the NRC project 
manager or the Branch Chief of the Research and Test 
Reactor Licensing Branch

QUESTIONS?

Thank you for your attention.

15



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


