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wrole
iter last {all askiny to take
i in hearinzs on a nuclear
-er plant being built near

hen John A, Laitner

Rapids, he litde knew
\towas inostore for him,

since then, he's been labor-
isly trying fo make his way
ouzh a maze of federal regu-

ans. ‘calculated, he thin}\s
exclude the public from the
omic Energy  Commission
2C) heuring process.
Frustrated repeatedly on pro-
dural grounds, Laitner ap-
-ars ‘to have little chance of
*ting into the issne he wants
discuss before the AEC: Whe-
oronuctear power plunts such
the one being built near Ced-

Rapids are safe, or cven
COSSATY.
Assisted by the Towa Student
e Interest Research Group
‘G) but mostly working

P aitner faces some form-

“ble opposition: An array of
~vers and technical experts
Tking for the electrical com-
nies building the Duane Arn-

d Energy Cenfer at Palo, .

“wthwest of Cedar Rapids.
1o heard from them not long

o he read & noewspaper ar-

<o ammouncing @ hearing on
cx o Patet plant’s license. and
“orming persens inlerested in
ring that they could fite
5 10 cintervene” in the
roceedings. '

P reguning that the amounce-
it ineant what it said, Lait-

i

,4
1

ner wrote a letter to the AlZC,
dsking to appear “‘as a full par-
ty to the proceedings.”™

Within five days, attorneys for
the power companies countered
with . brief asking the ARC
to twrn down L‘ulnel S reguest.

They said Laitner had not
complied” with AEC rules that
require petitions to intervene to
Le filed under oath, accompan-

ied by an alfidavit showing the™

petitioner’s interest in the pro-
ceedings and telling what the
petitioner wants to say at the
hearing. )

A that come as a suiprise
to Laitner. '

T inmmediately wrote to Sen.
(Harold) Tughes and othier peo-
ple to find out what I should
do,” he suid. -

Laitner ultimately  obtained
legal assistance through
ISPIRG and went to work on

amending his petition fo meet
the AL C requirements.

Meanwhile, two days after the
power companies attarneys filed
their brief opposing Laitner’s
petition to take part in the AEC
proceedings, the companies scnt
representatives, to Lailaer's
heme {o set him straight on
his questions about the Palo nu-
clear power plant.

Laitner seid afterwasrd  tha
his  uninvited  guests did ot
want to discu» his concerns
aboyt nuclear energy in gener-
al, ’

The questions that  Laitnor
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JOHN

asked the companies’ represen-
tatives  at the meciing in his
heme have now been submitted
by the power companics as evi-
denee that Luaitner should, nat
to take part in.the
hearings. )

Ia a bricf filed
vear. the lawyers for ike com-
penies uxntond that  Laitner’s
questiens “are brozd policy con-
cernis moere apprepriaie for con-
sideration i ferwns other than
a4 lieensing proceeding for a spe-
cilie plant. JU seems clear thot

CU s just hese tvpestof fssies

m!/ Wipe

- cedes, but he a3

L licenses.

eailier this -

means,” l’n,;,g_\_______,

1lhiin /-zu:»;' [adi

of no
ile will

Jimited  appearance

which Laitner presume a
to pursiie were he admitied as mare than five minutes.

wonld

a party to the procecding; it
is equally clear that suth un
inquiry in the context of a spe-
cific Heensing procecding would
Le utterly fruitless.”

“The power companies™ brief
also contends that Laitner is-
wrong in what he says about
hazards connected with the op-
cration of the TPalo plant. ~

That may he. Loitner con -
Xs how he and - =

not be permilted to
questions.
“1 question whether in Lot

~

other concerned  citizens can ~
sutisfactorily explore their con _ _
cerns ahout nuclear enevgy if Y {
they are not allowed Lo question ﬁ é
power comp;m\' und FAEC wit- N

a9 Ny > -~
nesses at the 10‘.111&; . \345“ Q

And he savs that if operuting 3 \_3 &Q

licenses are granted “plant by < -
plant by plant™ without public
discussion of concerns cbout nu- R §
clear enerzy in general. “you Q‘E_ <

Cnviron-
of granting the -

can ignore the total
mental impuet”
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But  what  cencerns Laitner
most of-all is the tedious, cum-
‘plex and cxpensive -procedures
an ordinary citizen has to go
through to become involved in
the licensing procedure.

“Unfess  you  have  [hmn-
cial and technical buoking, you
are excluded. This is fur bevend
what the hearing precess
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e buaring now s schednled
for May 3, und so for. the ondy
vight Laitper has is to make
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ask any J

Viednesday, April 12, 1273—lowa Cily Pre:
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‘ this is in the public’ interest:
r2y whether they have the right to
«deny the public the right 1o
Cask theze kinds of questions,”
he says.

“They can simply wipe you
out on procedural grounds w An-
yut ev 01 getting into subst antive
issues.”
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