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Date:  2 January 2009 

CE/SAW/RG-A 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  NC- 10 
 

1.  PURPOSE 

To provide information on the Cleveland County Water’s (CCW) proposal to construct an 
impoundment on the First Broad River, Cleveland County, North Carolina. 

2.  BACKGROUND 

a. A technical feasibility study for constructing an impoundment on the First Broad River, 
to serve the growing potable water needs of Cleveland County, was published in February, 1997.  
Four reservoir locations were selected for evaluation.  The chosen alternative is to impound 
approximately 10 miles of First Broad River with a pool elevation of 860’ MSL. 

b. The proposal received renewed interest due to drought conditions which occurred in 
the summer of 2002.  Whether the project is drought driven, or necessary for future capacity 
needs, is an important question which needs to be answered by the CCW.  CCW is proposing a 
regional facility to serve Cleveland, Rutherford, Gaston, and Lincoln Counties in NC; and 
Cherokee County in SC. 

c. Several populations of the federally threatened dwarf-flowered heartleaf (Hexastylis 
naniflora) have been identified within the proposed impoundment area.  Formal Section 7 
consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will be required.  State species of concern also 
potentially exist within the project area. 

d. A meeting was held on 14 November 2002, at the CCW office to discuss environmental 
concerns associated with the proposal.  The attendees consisted of CCW’s consulting engineers 
for the project, CCW’s environmental consultants, COE, and various state and federal resource 
agencies. 

e. The Regulatory Division received an individual permit application from CCW on June 
22, 2005.  Based upon comments received from our June 28, 2005 public notice, a determination 
was made to require the preparation of an EIS pursuant to NEPA.  CCW agreed that an EIS is 
appropriate and has budgeted funds for the preparation of an EIS. 
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3.  CURRENT STATUS 

a. Funding for the project has not been obtained.  The CCW intends to pursue 
congressional funding, available grants and/or county funding.  

b. The Regulatory Division has approved CCW preferred third party contractor for 
preparation of the EIS.  An interagency/stakeholder group has been developed to assure a more 
predictable outcome of the EIS process.  This group met on November 1 (at CCW’s office) and 19 
(Netview/teleconference) and December 14, 2007 (Netview/teleconference), to review the draft 
“Purpose and Need Statement”, draft “Alternatives Report” and instream flow models of the First 
Broad River.  

c. A public notice was issued on April 7, 2008 notifying the public of a scoping meeting 
that was held in Shelby, NC on April 17, 2008.  The meeting was attended by about 200 people.  
The comment deadline on the proposed project ended on May 7, 2008. 

d. As a result of the interagency/stakeholder meetings and the scoping meeting, the North 
Carolina Division of Water Resources performed an Instream Flow Study (completed on June 20, 
2008) on the First Broad River to address the amount of water that will be available to CCW for 
water supply. 

e. CCW, the consultants and the Corps are presently drafting responses to resource 
interagency comments on the draft “Purpose and Need Statement” and “Alternative Report”.  The 
North Carolina Division of Water Resources Instream Flow Study has helped address many of the 
interagency comments. 

f. We have recently learned that Kings Mountain, a nearby city, wants to construct a 
similar water supply reservoir project.  We have sent a letter to Kings Mountain requesting more 
information.   If both CCW and Kings Mountain want to construct water supply reservoirs we will 
have to consider them both in determining the purpose and need and the alternatives for regional 
water supply in the NEPA process.      

      g.   Presently, an interagency/ stakeholder meeting is scheduled for January 21, 2009 in 
Mooresville to review and discuss the updated purpose and need and alternatives report.  










































